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Strategic Approach to International
Chemicals Management

Comprising the Dubai Declaration
on International Chemicals Management,
the Overarching Policy Strategy
and the Global Plan of Action
Resolutions of the International Conference
on Chemicals Management

At its first session, held in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, from 4 to 6 February
2006, the International Conference on Chemicals Management adopted the
Dubai Declaration on International Chemicals Management and the Overarching
Policy Strategy. The Conference also recommended the use and further
development of the Global Plan of Action as a working tool and guidance
document. Together these three documents constitute the Strategic Approach to
International Chemicals Management.
The first session of the Conference and the process to develop the Strategic
Approach to International Chemicals Management were co-convened by the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the Inter-Organization
Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals (IOMC) and the
Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS). The participating
organizations of IOMC are the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO), the International Labour Organization (ILO), the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), UNEP, the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), the United Nations Institute for
Training and Research (UNITAR) and the World Health Organization (WHO).
The Global Environment Facility, the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) and the World Bank joined the IOMC participating organizations and
IFCS in a steering committee established to oversee the Strategic Approach
development process.
In its resolution I/1, the International Conference on Chemicals Management
commended the Strategic Approach to the attention of the governing bodies of
relevant organizations and encouraged them to endorse or otherwise
appropriately acknowledge the Strategic Approach with a view to incorporating
its objectives into their programmes of work within their mandates. In addition,
the Conference requested UNEP to establish and assume overall administrative
responsibility for the Strategic Approach secretariat. Both UNEP and WHO have
lead roles in the secretariat in their respective areas of expertise.

2

Foreword
The Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management is a landmark
initiative in international cooperation to protect human health and the
environment. Its development was endorsed by Heads of State and Government
at their summits in Johannesburg in 2002 and in New York in 2005. Adoption of
the Strategic Approach by the International Conference on Chemicals
Management in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, on 6 February 2006 followed a
consultative process involving representatives of Governments,
intergovernmental organizations and civil society from all relevant sectors,
including agriculture, environment, health, industry and labour.
The Strategic Approach provides a policy framework to guide efforts to achieve
the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation goal that, by 2020, chemicals will be
produced and used in ways that minimize significant adverse impacts on the
environment and human health. It acknowledges the essential contribution made
by chemicals to modern societies and economies while at the same time
recognizing the potential threat to sustainable development if chemicals are not
managed soundly.
In presenting the texts of the Strategic Approach and the resolutions of the
International Conference on Chemicals Management, we should like to express
our thanks and congratulations to all those who contributed to their development.
The Strategic Approach represents a global commitment to protect our
environment and future generations from chemical hazards. It now remains for
all stakeholders to ensure that the aspirations of the Strategic Approach are
fulfilled in its implementation. We wish them every success in this important
endeavour.

H. E. Mariano Arana,
President of the International
Conference on Chemicals
Management,
Minister of Housing, Territorial
Planning and Environment
of Uruguay

H. E. Viveka Bohn,
President of the Preparatory Committee
for the Development of a Strategic
Approach to International Chemicals
Management,
Environment Ambassador for Sweden
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Dubai Declaration on
International Chemicals Management
We, the ministers, heads of delegation and representatives of civil society and
the private sector, assembled at the International Conference on Chemicals
Management in Dubai from 4 to 6 February 2006, declare the following:
1.
The sound management of chemicals is essential if we are to achieve
sustainable development, including the eradication of poverty and disease,
the improvement of human health and the environment and the elevation
and maintenance of the standard of living in countries at all levels of
development;
2.
Significant, but insufficient, progress has been made in international
chemicals management through the implementation of chapter 19 of
Agenda 211 and International Labour Organization Conventions No. 170 on
Safety in the Use of Chemicals at Work and No. 174 on the Prevention of
Major Industrial Accidents and the Basel Convention on the Control of
Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, as
well as in addressing particularly hazardous chemicals through the recent
entry into force of the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent
Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International
Trade and the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants and
the adoption of the Globally Harmonized System for the Classification and
Labelling of Chemicals;
3.
The private sector has made considerable efforts to promote chemical
safety through voluntary programmes and initiatives such as product
stewardship and the chemicals industry's Responsible Care programme;
4.
Non-governmental public health and environmental organizations,
trade unions and other civil society organizations have made important
contributions to the promotion of chemical safety;
5.
Progress in chemicals management has not, however, been sufficient
globally and the environment worldwide continues to suffer from air, water
and land contamination, impairing the health and welfare of millions;
6.
The need to take concerted action is accentuated by a wide range of
chemical safety concerns at the international level, including a lack of
capacity for managing chemicals in developing countries and countries with
economies in transition, dependency on pesticides in agriculture, exposure

1

Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro,
314 June 1992 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.I.8 and corrigenda), vol. I: Resolutions
adopted by the Conference, resolution 1, annex II.
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7.
The global production, trade and use of chemicals are increasing,
with growth patterns placing an increasing chemicals management burden
on developing countries and countries with economies in transition, in
particular the least developed among them and small island developing
States, and presenting them with special difficulties in meeting this
challenge. As a result, fundamental changes are needed in the way that
societies manage chemicals;
8.
We are determined to implement the applicable chemicals
management agreements to which we are Party, strengthen the coherence
and synergies that exist between them and work to address, as
appropriate, existing gaps in the framework of international chemicals
policy;
9.
We commit ourselves in a spirit of solidarity and partnership to
achieving chemical safety and thereby assisting in fighting poverty,
protecting vulnerable groups and advancing public health and human
security;
10. We commit ourselves to respecting human rights and fundamental
freedoms, understanding and respecting ecosystem integrity and
addressing the gap between the current reality and our ambition to elevate
global efforts to achieve the sound management of chemicals;
11. We are unwavering in our commitment to promoting the sound
management of chemicals and hazardous wastes throughout their lifecycle, in accordance with Agenda 21 and the Johannesburg Plan of
Implementation,2 in particular paragraph 23. We are convinced that the
Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management constitutes a
significant contribution towards the internationally agreed development
goals set out in the Millennium Declaration. It builds upon previous
international initiatives on chemical safety and promotes the development
of a multi- and cross-sectoral and participatory strategic approach;
12. We therefore adopt the Overarching Policy Strategy, which, together
with the present declaration, constitutes our firm commitment to the
Strategic Approach and its implementation;
13. We recommend the use and further development of the Global Plan
of Action, to address current and ever-changing societal needs, as a
working tool and guidance document for meeting the commitments to
2

Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa,
26 August 4 September 2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.03.II.A1 and corrigendum),
chap. I, resolution 2, annex.
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of workers to harmful chemicals and concern about the long-term effects of
chemicals on both human health and the environment;

chemicals management expressed in the Rio Declaration on Environment
and Development,3 Agenda 21, the Bahia Declaration on Chemical Safety,4
the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, the 2005 World Summit
Outcome 5 and this Strategic Approach;
14. We are determined to realize the benefits of chemistry, including
green chemistry, for improved standards of living, public health and
protection of the environment, and are resolved to continue working
together to promote the safe production and use of chemicals;
15. We are committed to strengthening the capacities of all concerned to
achieve the sound management of chemicals and hazardous wastes at all
levels;
16. We will continue to mobilize national and international financing from
public and private sources for the life-cycle management of chemicals;
17. We will work towards closing the gaps and addressing the
discrepancies in the capacity to achieve sustainable chemicals
management between developed countries on the one hand and
developing countries and countries with economies in transition on the
other by addressing the special needs of the latter and strengthening their
capacities for the sound management of chemicals and the development of
safer alternative products and processes, including non-chemical
alternatives, through partnerships, technical support and financial
assistance;
18. We will work towards effective and efficient governance of chemicals
management by means of transparency, public participation and
accountability involving all sectors of society, in particular striving for the
equal participation of women in chemicals management;
19. We will engage actively in partnerships between Governments, the
private sector and civil society, including strengthening participation in the
implementation of the Strategic Approach by small and medium-sized
enterprises and the informal sector;
20. We stress the responsibility of industry to make available to
stakeholders such data and information on health and environmental
effects of chemicals as are needed safely to use chemicals and the
products made from them;
3

Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro,
314 June 1992, vol. I, Resolutions Adopted by the Conference (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.93.I.8 and corrigendum), resolution 1, annex I.
4
Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety, third session, Forum III final report
(IFCS/Forum III/23w), annex 6.
5
General Assembly resolution 60/1 of 16 September 2005.
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22. We will ensure that, when information is made available, confidential
commercial and industrial information and knowledge are protected in
accordance with national laws or regulations or, in the absence of such
laws and regulations, are protected in accordance with international
provisions. In making information av ailable, information on chemicals
relating to the health and safety of humans and the environment should not
be regarded as confidential;
23. We recognize the need to make special efforts to protect those
groups in society that are particularly vulnerable to risks from hazardous
chemicals or are highly exposed to them;
24. We are determined to protect children and the unborn child from
chemical exposures that impair their future lives;
25. We will endeavour to prevent illegal traffic in toxic, hazardous, banned
and severely restricted chemicals and chemical products and wastes;
26. We will promote the sound management of chemicals and hazardous
waste as a priority in national, regional and international policy frameworks,
including strategies for sustainable development, development assistance
and poverty reduction;
27. We will strive to integrate the Strategic Approach into the work
programmes of all relevant United Nations organizations, specialized
agencies, funds and programmes consistent with their mandates as
accorded by their respective governing bodies;
28. We acknowledge that as a new voluntary initiative in the field of
international management of chemicals, the Strategic Approach is not a
legally binding instrument;
29. We collectively share the view that implementation and taking stock of
progress are critical to ensuring success and that, in this regard, a stable
and long-term fully participatory and multi-sectoral structure for guidance,
review and operational support is essential;
30. We are determined to cooperate fully in an open, inclusive,
participatory and transparent manner in the implementation of the Strategic
Approach.
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21. We will facilitate public access to appropriate information and
knowledge on chemicals throughout their life cycle, including the risks that
they pose to human health and the environment;

Overarching Policy Strategy
I.

Introduction
1.
The present Overarching Policy Strategy flows from the commitments
expressed in the Dubai Declaration on International Chemicals
Management developed in the context of the Rio Declaration, Agenda 21
and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation. The structure of the
strategy is as follows:
I.

Introduction

II.

Scope

III.

Statement of needs

IV.

Objectives
A.

Risk reduction

B.

Knowledge and information

C.

Governance

D.

Capacity-building and technical cooperation

E.

Illegal international traffic

V.

Financial considerations

VI.

Principles and approaches

VII.

Implementation and taking stock of progress

2.
The involvement of all relevant sectors and stakeholders, including at
the local, national, regional and global levels, is seen as key to achieving
the objectives of the Strategic Approach, as is a transparent and open
implementation process and public participation in decision-making,
featuring in particular a strengthened role for women. The main
stakeholders in the Strategic Approach are understood to be Governments,
regional economic integration organizations, intergovernmental
organizations, non-governmental organizations and individuals involved in
the management of chemicals throughout their life-cycles from all relevant
sectors, including, but not limited to, agriculture, environment, health,
industry, relevant economic activity, development cooperation, labour and
science. Individual stakeholders include consumers, disposers, employers,
farmers, producers, regulators, researchers, suppliers, transporters and
workers.

10
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Scope
3.

The Strategic Approach has a scope that includes:
a.

Environmental, economic, social, health and labour aspects of
chemical safety,

b.

Agricultural and industrial chemicals, with a view to promoting
sustainable development and covering chemicals at all stages of
their life-cycle, including in products.1

4.
The Strategic Approach should take due account of instruments and
processes that have been developed to date and be flexible enough to deal
with new ones without duplicating efforts, in particular the efforts of forums
dealing with the military uses of chemicals.

III. Statement of needs
5.
A major driving force for the establishment of the Strategic Approach
has been the recognition of the growing gaps between the capacities of
different countries to manage chemicals safely, the need to improve
synergies between existing instruments and processes and the growing
sense of urgency regarding the need to assess and manage chemicals
more effectively to achieve the 2020 goal articulated in paragraph 23 of the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation.2 There is also the need for
countries to have more effective governance structures to help make the
Strategic Approach a lasting success.
6.
Since the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, at which the Rio Declaration and
Agenda 21 were adopted, much has been done to improve chemicals
management. Regulatory systems have been introduced or strengthened;
much more information has been made available about chemicals; many
chemicals have been assessed at the national level and internationally; a
wide range of risk management measures have been introduced; and new
tools such as the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and
Labelling of Chemicals and pollutant release and transfer registers have
been taken up and developed. New international instruments and
programmes have been created. Industry has developed and extended its
own programmes to contribute to better chemicals management, and there
are now in many countries active and well informed public interest

1

The Strategic Approach does not cover products to the extent that the health and environmental
aspects of the safety of the chemicals and products are regulated by a domestic food or pharmaceutical
authority or arrangement.
2
A copy of paragraph 23 is set out in the appendix.
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II.

movements promoting awareness and good practices with regard to
chemicals. It is, however, recognized that:
a.

The existing international policy framework for chemicals is not
completely adequate and needs to be further strengthened;

b.

Implementation of established international policies is uneven;

c.

Coherence and synergies between existing institutions and
processes are not completely developed and should be further
improved;

d.

There is often limited or no information on many chemicals
currently in use and often limited or no access to information
that already exists;

e.

Many countries lack the capacity to manage chemicals soundly
at the national, subregional, regional and global levels;

f.

There are inadequate resources available to address chemical
safety issues in many countries, particularly to bridge the
widening gap between developed countries on the one hand
and developing countries and countries with economies in
transition on the other.

7.
Risk reduction (including preventing, reducing, remediating,
minimizing and eliminating risks) is a key need in pursuing the sound
management of chemicals throughout their entire life cycle including, where
appropriate, products and articles containing chemicals. It is recognized
that:
a.

Risk assessment and management strategies, supported by
improved scientific understanding of the role and behaviour of
substances, addressing product life-cycles, are central to
achieving risk reduction;

b.

Risk reduction measures, appropriately informed by scientific
methods and consideration of social and economic factors, are
needed to reduce or eliminate the harmful effects of chemicals
and their inappropriate uses;

c.

Risk reduction measures need to be improved to prevent the
adverse effects of chemicals on the health of children, pregnant
women, fertile populations, the elderly, the poor, workers and
other vulnerable groups and susceptible environments;

12
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The development of safer alternatives, including alternatives to
chemicals of concern, and affordable sustainable technologies
should be accelerated;

e.

Developing countries and countries with economies in transition
need better access to affordable, safer technologies and
alternatives, which will also assist in reducing illegal traffic in
hazardous chemicals.

8.
Knowledge, information and public awareness are basic needs for
decision-making for the sound management of chemicals, including
products and articles containing chemicals. It is recognized that:
a.

Technological information, the results of hazard and risk
assessments, socio-economic methodologies and the tools to
develop and apply science-based standards, harmonized risk
assessment and management principles are not available to all
actors, and the pace of scientific research in these areas needs
to be accelerated;

b.

There is a lack of clear, accessible, timely and appropriate
information on chemicals for ready use by local populations.

9.
Governance is an important issue that needs to be addressed through
a multi-sector and multi-stakeholder approach in pursuing the sound
management of chemicals. There is therefore a need to recognize:
a.

That in many countries some stakeholders, particularly women
and indigenous communities, still do not participate in all
aspects of decision-making related to the sound management of
chemicals, a situation which needs to be addressed;

b.

That implementation of the present international regime for the
sound management of chemicals, including binding instruments
and other relevant initiatives, is uneven, a situation which needs
to be addressed. There are gaps, overlaps and duplication in
chemicals management activities and there is a need in many
countries for enhanced coherence, consistency and cooperation
to ensure efficient and effective use of available resources at the
national, regional, and international levels. Many countries have
not ratified or implemented regional and global legally binding
instruments and other relevant initiatives, addressed gaps in
national chemicals regimes or developed national mechanisms
for coordinating chemicals activities;

c.

That the mechanisms used to address the social and economic
impacts of chemicals on human health, society and the

13
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d.

environment, including liability, compensation and redress, need
to be improved in some countries;
d.

That chemicals issues are only sometimes featured in relevant
national policy documents, including development assistance
plans or strategies, sustainable development strategies and, as
appropriate, poverty reduction strategies;

e.

That there is a need to promote the role of all sectors of civil
society and the private sector in the implementation of the
Strategic Approach.

10. Capacity-building and technical assistance in relation to all aspects of
the sound management of chemicals are among the essential elements for
the successful implementation of the Strategic Approach:
a.

The widening gap in capacity between developed countries on
the one hand and developing countries and countries with
economies in transition on the other should be bridged in order
to make progress towards the goal articulated in paragraph 23
of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation. Some developed
countries, however, also face capacity issues in striving to meet
this goal;

b.

There is a need for enhanced cooperation aimed at
strengthening the capacities of developing countries and
countries with economies in transition for the sound
management of chemicals and hazardous wastes and
promoting adequate transfer of cleaner and safer technology to
those countries.

11. Illegal international traffic in hazardous substances and dangerous
products is a pressing problem for many countries, especially for
developing countries and countries with economies in transition.
12. One of the challenges that will be faced by many countries, in
particular developing countries and countries with economies in transition,
in pursuing the goal articulated in paragraph 23 of the Johannesburg Plan
of Implementation is to obtain access to the considerable financial and
other resources needed to achieve the sound management of chemicals.

IV. Objectives
13. The overall objective of the Strategic Approach is to achieve the
sound management of chemicals throughout their life-cycle so that, by
2020, chemicals are used and produced in ways that lead to the
minimization of significant adverse effects on human health and the
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environment. The objective will be achieved, among other ways, through
the implementation of activities set out in the Global Plan of Action.
A.

Risk reduction

a.

To minimize risks to human health, including that of workers,
and to the environment throughout the life cycle of chemicals;

b.

To ensure that humans and ecosystems and their constituent
parts that are especially vulnerable or especially subject to
exposure to chemicals that may pose a risk are taken into
account and protected in making decisions on chemicals;

c.

To implement transparent, comprehensive, efficient and
effective risk management strategies based on appropriate
scientific understanding, including of health and environmental
effects, and appropriate social and economic analysis aimed at
pollution prevention, risk reduction and risk elimination, including
detailed safety information on chemicals, to prevent unsafe and
unnecessary exposures to chemicals;

d.

To ensure, by 2020:
i.

That chemicals or chemical uses that pose an
unreasonable and otherwise unmanageable risk to human
health and the environment 3 based on a science-based
risk assessment and taking into account the costs and
benefits as well as the availability of safer substitutes and
their efficacy, are no longer produced or used for such
uses;

ii.

That risks from unintended releases of chemicals that pose
an unreasonable and otherwise unmanageable risk to
human health and the environment 3 based on a sciencebased risk assessment and taking into account the costs
and benefits, are minimized;

3

Groups of chemicals that might be prioritized for assessment and related studies include: persistent,
bioaccumulative and toxic substances (PBTs); very persistent and very bioaccumulative substances;
chemicals that are carcinogens or mutagens or that adversely affect, inter alia, the reproductive,
endocrine, immune, or nervous systems; persistent organic pollutants (POPs), mercury and other
chemicals of global concern; chemicals produced or used in high volumes; those subject to wide
dispersive uses; and other chemicals of concern at the national level.
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14. The objectives of the Strategic Approach with regard to risk reduction
are:

B.

e.

Appropriately to apply the precautionary approach, as set out in
Principle 15 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and
Development, while aiming to achieve that chemicals are used
and produced in ways that lead to the minimization of significant
adverse effects on human health and the environment;

f.

To give priority consideration to the application of preventive
measures such as pollution prevention;

g.

To ensure that existing, new and emerging issues of global
concern are sufficiently addressed by means of appropriate
mechanisms;

h.

To reduce the generation of hazardous waste, both in quantity
and toxicity, and to ensure the environmentally sound
management of hazardous waste, including its storage,
treatment and disposal;

i.

To promote the environmentally sound recovery and recycling of
hazardous materials and waste;

j.

To promote and support the development and implementation
of, and further innovation in, environmentally sound and safer
alternatives, including cleaner production, informed substitution
of chemicals of particular concern and non-chemical
alternatives.

Knowledge and information
15. The objectives of the Strategic Approach with regard to knowledge
and information are:
a.

To ensure that knowledge and information on chemicals and
chemicals management are sufficient to enable chemicals to be
adequately assessed and managed safely throughout their life
cycle;

b.

To ensure, for all stakeholders:
i.

That information on chemicals throughout their life cycle,
including, where appropriate, chemicals in products, is
available, accessible, user friendly, adequate and
appropriate to the needs of all stakeholders. Appropriate
types of information include their effects on human health
and the environment, their intrinsic properties, their
potential uses, their protective measures and regulation;

16
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That such information is disseminated in appropriate
languages by making full use of, among other things, the
media, hazard communication mechanisms such as the
Globally Harmonized System of Classification and
Labelling of Chemicals and relevant provisions of
international agreements;

c.

To ensure that, in making information available in accordance
with paragraph 15 (b), confidential commercial and industrial
information and knowledge are protected in accordance with
national laws or regulations or, in the absence of such laws or
and regulations, are protected in accordance with international
provisions. In the context of this paragraph, information on
chemicals relating to the health and safety of humans and the
environment should not be regarded as confidential;

d.

To make objective scientific information available for appropriate
integration into risk assessments and associated
decision-making relating to chemicals policy, including in
relation to assessment of chemical hazards and risks to human
health, especially vulnerable sub-populations such as children,
and to the environment, particularly vulnerable ecosystems;

e.

To ensure that science-based standards, risk assessment and
management procedures and the results of hazard and risk
assessments are available to all actors;

f.

To make objective scientific methods and information available
to assess the effects of chemicals on people and the
environment, particularly through the development and use of
indicators;

g.

To accelerate the pace of scientific research on identifying and
assessing the effects of chemicals on human beings and the
environment, including emerging issues, and to ensure that
research and development are undertaken in relation to
chemical control technologies, development of safer chemicals
and cleaner technologies and non-chemical alternatives and
technologies;

h.

To promote implementation of the common definitions and
criteria contained in the Globally Harmonized System of
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals;

i.

To make widely available, for consideration and implementation,
the range of existing risk reduction and other tools from various
participating organizations of the Inter-Organization Programme

17
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ii.

for the Sound Management of Chemicals (IOMC)4 such as the
Mutual Acceptance of Data system of the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and the
International Programme on Chemical Safety (IPCS) database
on chemical safety information from intergovernmental
organizations (INCHEM), in order to promote best practices in
chemicals management, harmonization and burden-sharing;
j.

C.

To develop knowledge and information on the estimated current
and projected financial and other impacts on sustainable
development associated with the unsound management of
chemicals of concern on a global basis.

Governance
16. The objectives of the Strategic Approach with regard to governance
are:
a.

To achieve the sound management of chemicals throughout
their life cycle by means of appropriate national, regional and
international mechanisms, as needed, that are multi-sectoral,
comprehensive, effective, efficient, transparent, coherent and
inclusive and ensure accountability, taking into account the
circumstances and needs of countries, especially developing
countries and countries with economies in transition;

b.

To promote the sound management of chemicals within each
relevant sector and integrated programmes for sound chemicals
management across all sectors;

c.

To provide guidance to stakeholders in identifying priorities for
chemicals management activities;

d.

To strengthen enforcement and encourage the implementation
of national laws and regulations regarding chemicals
management, including those that serve to implement
international agreements;

e.

To promote relevant codes of conduct, including those relating
to corporate environmental and social responsibility;

f.

To promote close international cooperation among concerned
institutions, including among customs services, in different
countries for the exchange of relevant information aimed at

4

The participating organizations of IOMC are the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, the International Labour Organization, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development, the United Nations Environment Programme, the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization, the United Nations Institute for Training and Research and the World Health Organization.
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D.

g.

To promote and support meaningful and active participation by
all sectors of civil society, particularly women, workers and
indigenous communities, in regulatory and other
decision-making processes that relate to chemical safety;

h.

To ensure equal participation of women in decision-making on
chemicals policy and management;

i.

To ensure that national institutional frameworks address the
prevention of illegal international traffic in chemicals;

j.

To support coordinated assistance activities at the international
level in accordance with the implementation of the Strategic
Approach;

k.

To promote mutual supportiveness between trade and
environmental policies;

l.

To provide and support enabling frameworks for businesses to
develop and improve products that advance the objectives of
the Strategic Approach;

m.

To enhance synergies between the activities of Governments,
international institutions, multilateral organization secretariats
and development agencies in pursuit of the sound management
of chemicals;

n.

To enhance cooperation on the sound management of
chemicals between Governments, the private sector and civil
society at the national, regional and global levels.

Capacity-building and technical cooperation
17. The objectives of the Strategic Approach with regard to capacitybuilding and technical cooperation are:
a.

To increase the capacity for the sound management of
chemicals throughout their life cycle in all countries as needed,
especially in developing countries and countries with economies
in transition;

b.

To narrow the widening gap in capacities between developed
countries on the one hand and developing countries and
countries with economies in transition on the other hand;

19
19

OVERARCHING POLICY STRATEGY

preventing all illegal international traffic in dangerous chemical
products;

E.

c.

To establish or strengthen partnerships and mechanisms for
technical cooperation and the provision of appropriate and clean
technology to and among developing countries and countries
with economies in transition, maximizing synergies with the Bali
Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building;

d.

To develop and implement sustainable capacity-building
strategies in developing countries and countries with economies
in transition and to promote cooperation among all countries;

e.

To promote coordination of and access to information on
capacity-building for the sound management of chemicals and
to enhance transparency and accountability;

f.

To include capacity-building for the sound management of
chemicals as a priority in social and economic development
strategies, including national sustainable development
strategies, poverty reduction strategy papers and country
assistance strategies, and to make chemicals an important part
of national policy;

g.

To encourage stakeholders to develop and promote
programmes on chemical safety and scientific research and
analysis and to assist with capacity-building programmes in
developing countries and countries with economies in transition;

h.

To encourage and facilitate appropriate use by developing
countries and countries with economies in transition of work
already done and chemicals management models already
established by other countries and international organizations;

i.

To promote the awareness of donors, multilateral organizations
and other relevant actors of the relevance of chemical safety for
poverty reduction and sustainable development.

Illegal international traffic
18. The objectives of the Strategic Approach with regard to illegal
international traffic are:
a.

To prevent illegal international traffic in toxic, hazardous,
banned and severely restricted chemicals, including products
incorporating these chemicals, mixtures and compounds and
wastes;

b.

To strengthen mechanisms and domestic and regional
implementation supporting existing multilateral agreements that
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contain provisions relating to the prevention of illegal
international traffic;
c.

Financial considerations
19. The Strategic Approach should reflect national, regional and global
efforts to advance the sound management of chemicals recognizing
Principle 7 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development. The
Strategic Approach should call upon existing and new sources of financial
support to provide additional resources and should build upon, among
other things, the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacitybuilding. It should also include the mobilization of additional national and
international financial resources, including through the Quick Start
Programme and other measures set out in this paragraph, to accelerate the
strengthening of capabilities and capacities for the implementation of the
Strategic Approach objectives. The extent to which developing countries,
particularly least developed countries and small island developing States,
and countries with economies in transition can make progress towards
reaching the 2020 goal depends, in part, on the availability of financial
resources provided by the private sector and bilateral, multilateral and
global agencies or donors. Financial arrangements for the Strategic
Approach include, among other things:
a.

Actions at the national or sub-national levels to support
financing of Strategic Approach objectives, including by:
i.

Integrating Strategic Approach objectives in relevant
programmes, plans and/or strategies at various levels;

ii.

Assessing current laws, policies and regulations to identify
changes that may be needed to advance implementation
of the Strategic Approach objectives, including an
assessment of funding needs where appropriate;

iii.

Assessing and where necessary adopting appropriate
policies at the national and sub-national levels, which
could include economic instruments, that can help to cover
the cost of sound chemicals management;

iv.

Where appropriate, assessing and adopting at the national
and sub-national levels economic instruments intended to
internalize the external costs of chemicals, bearing in mind
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V.

To promote information sharing and to strengthen the capacity
of developing countries and countries with economies in
transition at the national and regional levels for the prevention
and control of illegal international traffic.

that such instruments need careful design, especially in
developing countries and countries with economies in
transition;
v.

b.

c.

Governments and other stakeholders exchanging
information on experience and studies in the national use
of economic instruments and submitting such information
to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to
make it broadly available;

Enhancing industry partnerships and financial and technical
participation in the implementation of Strategic Approach
objectives, including by inviting industry:
i.

To review and strengthen current voluntary industry
initiatives to address the considerable challenges
associated with the implementation of Strategic Approach
objectives;

ii.

To develop new initiatives, including in partnership with
foundations, academia and non-governmental
organizations, for the implementation of Strategic
Approach objectives;

iii.

To provide resources, including in-kind contributions, for
the implementation of Strategic Approach objectives,
continuing and building upon its initiatives on good
corporate social and environmental responsibility;

Integration of the Strategic Approach objectives into multilateral
and bilateral development assistance cooperation, including by:
i.

Developing countries and countries with economies in
transition, where necessary with the technical support of
donors, considering the integration of Strategic Approach
objectives into relevant national documents that influence
development assistance cooperation;

ii.

Donors responding to requests by, and working in
partnership with, developing countries and countries with
economies in transition by recognizing Strategic Approach
objectives as an important element of bilateral aid agency
cooperation in support of sustainable development;

iii.

Inviting United Nations specialized agencies, funds and
programmes and other intergovernmental organizations to
include Strategic Approach objectives within their activities,
as appropriate;
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Making more effective use of and building upon existing sources
of relevant global funding, including by inviting the Global
Environment Facility and the Montreal Protocol on Substances
that Deplete the Ozone Layer and its Multilateral Fund for the
Implementation of the Montreal Protocol within their mandates
to consider whether and how they might support implementation
of appropriate and relevant Strategic Approach objectives and to
report;

e.

Supporting initial capacity-building activities for the
implementation of Strategic Approach objectives by establishing
a programme to be called the Quick Start Programme. The
Programme will contain a voluntary, time-limited trust fund and
may include multilateral, bilateral and other forms of
cooperation. The trust fund will be administered by UNEP;

f.

Inviting Governments and other stakeholders to provide
resources to enable the secretariat of the Strategic Approach to
fulfil the tasks set out in paragraph 28, including by:
i.

Inviting UNEP to arrange for the adaptation and
reinforcement of the existing voluntary trust fund to support
these tasks;

ii.

Inviting all countries and regional economic integration
organizations to contribute;

iii.

Inviting the private sector, including industry, foundations
and other non-governmental organizations, to also
contribute.

VI. Principles and approaches
20. In developing and implementing the Strategic Approach and the
Global Plan of Action, Governments and other stakeholders should be
guided by:
a.

Principles and approaches in the following:
i.

Stockholm Declaration on the Human Environment, in
particular Principle 22;

ii.

Rio Declaration on Environment and Development;

iii.

Agenda 21, in particular chapters 6, 8, 19 and 20;

iv.

United Nations Millennium Declaration;
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d.

b.

v.

Bahia Declaration on Chemical Safety;

vi.

Johannesburg Plan of Implementation; and

The following agreements, where applicable to them:
i.

Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone
Layer;

ii.

Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary
Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal;

iii.

Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent
Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and
Pesticides in International Trade;

iv.

Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants;

v.

ILO Convention No. 170 concerning safety in the use of
chemicals at work.

VII. Implementation and taking stock of progress
21. Institutional arrangements to support implementation and taking stock
of progress on the Strategic Approach will include national coordination
and, as appropriate, regional processes and, at the international level, a
periodic review process facilitated by a secretariat.
22. Implementation of the Strategic Approach could begin with an
enabling phase to build necessary capacity, as appropriate, to develop,
with relevant stakeholder participation, a national Strategic Approach
implementation plan, taking into consideration, as appropriate, existing
elements such as legislation, national profiles, action plans, stakeholder
initiatives and gaps, priorities, needs and circumstances. Strategic
Approach regional implementation plans may be developed, as
appropriate, in a similar fashion. Subsequent implementation phases
should focus on implementing specific action plans. In parallel,
intergovernmental organizations, international financial institutions and
private actors are encouraged to support these activities and to consider
the development of their own action plans as appropriate. Partnerships
among stakeholders should be pursued in support of implementation.
23. To sustain an integrated approach to managing chemicals, each
Government should establish arrangements for implementing the Strategic
Approach on an inter-ministerial or inter-institutional basis so that all
concerned national departmental and stakeholder interests are represented
and all relevant substantive areas are addressed. To facilitate
communication, nationally and internationally, each Government should
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24. The International Conference on Chemicals Management (hereafter
referred to as the Conference) will undertake periodic reviews of the
Strategic Approach. The functions of the Conference will be:
a.

To receive reports from all relevant stakeholders on progress in
implementation of the Strategic Approach and to disseminate
information as appropriate;

b.

To evaluate the implementation of the Strategic Approach with a
view to reviewing progress against the 2020 target and taking
strategic decisions, programming, prioritizing and updating the
approach as necessary;

c.

To provide guidance on implementation of the Strategic
Approach to stakeholders;

d.

To report on progress in implementation of the Strategic
Approach to stakeholders;

e.

To promote implementation of existing international instruments
and programmes;

f.

To promote coherence among chemicals management
instruments at the international level;

g.

To promote the strengthening of national chemicals
management capacities;

h.

To work to ensure that the necessary financial and technical
resources are available for implementation;

i.

To evaluate the performance of the financing of the Strategic
Approach;

j.

To focus attention and call for appropriate action on emerging
policy issues as they arise and to forge consensus on priorities
for cooperative action;

k.

To promote information exchange and scientific and technical
cooperation;
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designate a Strategic Approach national focal point to act as an effective
conduit for communication on Strategic Approach matters, including
invitations to participate in meetings and information dissemination. The
Strategic Approach national focal point should be a representative of the
country's inter-ministerial or inter-institutional arrangements, where such
arrangements exist.

l.

To provide a high-level international forum for multi-stakeholder
and multi-sectoral discussion and exchange of experience on
chemicals management issues with the participation of
non-governmental organizations in accordance with applicable
rules of procedure;

m.

To promote the participation of all stakeholders in the
implementation of the Strategic Approach.

25. Where appropriate, sessions of the Conference should be held backto-back with meetings of the governing bodies of relevant
intergovernmental organizations in order to enhance synergies and
cost-effectiveness and to promote the Strategic Approach's multi-sectoral
nature. Sessions of the Conference should be held in 2009, 2012, 2015
and 2020, unless otherwise decided by the Conference.
26. It will be essential that implementation of the Strategic Approach
continue effectively between meetings of the Conference, building on its
open, multi-stakeholder and multi-sectoral methods. There will be a
number of elements for achieving this:
a.

Regional meetings have played a significant role in the
development of the Strategic Approach and it will be important
to build on this commitment and expertise, taking into account
the needs of developing countries, in particular the least
developed among them, countries with economies in transition
and developed countries. Regional meetings will facilitate input
on Strategic Approach activities, preparation for future meetings
of the Conference and exchange of regional expertise and
exchange of information. As with the Conference itself, such
meetings could be held back-to-back with relevant regional or
global intergovernmental organization meetings, subject to
extrabudgetary funding;

b.

The functions of the regional meetings will include:

c.

i.

To review progress on implementation of the Strategic
Approach within the regions;

ii.

To provide guidance on implementation to all stakeholders
at a regional level;

iii.

To enable technical and strategic discussions and
exchange of information to take place;

The implementation of the Strategic Approach will depend in
significant part on the activities of relevant intergovernmental
organizations. In order to help ensure that these activities are
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coordinated properly, IOMC should continue to perform a
coordinating function for intergovernmental organization
activities and work programmes.
27. The Conference should have a bureau with functions in accordance
with the rules of procedure.
The functions to be performed by the secretariat will be:
a.

To facilitate meetings and intersessional work of the
Conference, as well as regional meetings, with maximum multistakeholder participation, and to disseminate the reports and
recommendations of the Conference;

b.

To report to the Conference on implementation of the Strategic
Approach by all participants;

c.

To promote the establishment and maintenance of a network of
Strategic Approach stakeholders at the national, regional and, in
the case of intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations, international levels;

d.

To facilitate the development and dissemination of guidance
materials to support implementation of the Strategic Approach
by stakeholders;

e.

To provide guidance to stakeholders in the initiation of project
proposals;

f.

To provide information clearing-house services such as
provision of advice to countries on implementation of the
Strategic Approach, referral of requests for information to
relevant sources, and facilitation of access to information and
expertise in support of specific national actions;

g.

To ensure that recommendations from the Conference are
conveyed to relevant global and regional organizations and
institutions;

h.

To promote the exchange of relevant scientific and technical
information;

i.

To establish and maintain a working relationship with
participating organizations of IOMC in order to draw upon their
sectoral expertise.

29. The Executive Director of UNEP will be requested to establish the
Strategic Approach secretariat. UNEP and the World Health Organization
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28.

(WHO) will take lead roles in the secretariat in their respective areas of
expertise in relation to the Strategic Approach, with UNEP assuming
overall administrative responsibility. The Strategic Approach secretariat will
be co-located with the UNEP chemicals and waste cluster in Geneva, and
take full advantage of existing synergies. In order to reflect the multisectoral nature of the Strategic Approach, the secretariat will work in
coordination and/or cooperation with the participating organizations of
IOMC and UNDP, as well as with other intergovernmental organizations, as
appropriate. The secretariat will report to the Conference.
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Appendix to the Overarching Policy Strategy

The Johannesburg Plan of Implementation is a key political commitment
underlying the Overarching Policy Strategy of the Strategic Approach. In the
Plan, it was agreed that governments, relevant international organizations, the
private sector and all major groups should play an active role in changing
unsustainable consumption and production patterns. This would include the
actions at all levels set out in paragraph 23 of the Plan:
"23. Renew the commitment, as advanced in Agenda 21, to sound
management of chemicals throughout their life cycle and of hazardous
wastes for sustainable development as well as for the protection of human
health and the environment, inter alia, aiming to achieve, by 2020, that
chemicals are used and produced in ways that lead to the minimization of
significant adverse effects on human health and the environment, using
transparent science-based risk assessment procedures and science-based
risk management procedures, taking into account the precautionary
approach, as set out in principle 15 of the Rio Declaration on Environment
and Development, and support developing countries in strengthening their
capacity for the sound management of chemicals and hazardous wastes by
providing technical and financial assistance. This would include actions at
all levels to:
" (a) Promote the ratification and implementation of relevant
international instruments on chemicals and hazardous waste,
including the Rotterdam Convention on Prior Informed Consent
Procedures for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in
International Trade so that it can enter into force by 2003 and the
Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants so that it can
enter into force by 2004, and encourage and improve coordination as
well as supporting developing countries in their implementation;
" (b) Further develop a strategic approach to international chemicals
management based on the Bahia Declaration and Priorities for Action
beyond 2000 of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety by
2005, and urge that the United Nations Environment Programme, the
Intergovernmental Forum, other international organizations dealing
with chemical management and other relevant international
organizations and actors closely cooperate in this regard, as
appropriate;
" (c) Encourage countries to implement the new globally harmonized
system for the classification and labelling of chemicals as soon as
possible with a view to having the system fully operational by 2008;
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Text of paragraph 23 of the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation

"(d) Encourage partnerships to promote activities aimed at
enhancing environmentally sound management of chemicals and
hazardous wastes, implementing multilateral environmental
agreements, raising awareness of issues relating to chemicals and
hazardous waste and encouraging the collection and use of additional
scientific data;
"(e) Promote efforts to prevent international illegal trafficking of
hazardous chemicals and hazardous wastes and to prevent damage
resulting from the transboundary movement and disposal of
hazardous wastes in a manner consistent with obligations under
relevant international instruments, such as the Basel Convention on
the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and
Their Disposal;
"(f) Encourage development of coherent and integrated information
on chemicals, such as through national pollutant release and transfer
registers;
"(g) Promote reduction of the risks posed by heavy metals that are
harmful to human health and the environment, including through a
review of relevant studies, such as the United Nations Environment
Programme global assessment of mercury and its compounds."
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Global Plan of Action
Executive summary
Introduction

2.
The present executive summary aims to give policy-makers a brief
overview of the structure of the Global Plan of Action and the list of actions
that can be undertaken to achieve the objectives of the Strategic Approach.
Within the Global Plan of Action, possible work areas and their associated
activities, actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and
implementation aspects are grouped according to five categories of
objectives contained in the Overarching Policy Strategy of the Strategic
Approach, namely, risk reduction, knowledge and information, governance,
capacity-building and technical assistance and illegal international traffic.
These objectives are discussed in sections A to E of the present executive
summary. Cross-cutting measures that appear under more than one
objective are discussed in section F, entitled Improved general practices."
3.
Three tables follow this executive summary. Table A provides a
summary list of the work areas and the numbers of the possible activities
associated with them. Table B lists the work areas together with the
possible activities associated with them and suggested actors, targets and
timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects, set out in
five separate sections corresponding to the five categories of objectives
listed in paragraph 2 above. Although each work area is listed under a
single principal category in the summary table A, it may appear under
several objectives in the detailed table B. The columns dealing with
suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and
1

Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa,
26 August 4 September 2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.03.II.A.I. and corrigendum)
chap. I, resolution 2, annex.
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1.
The Global Plan of Action of the Strategic Approach to International
Chemicals Management has been structured into work areas and
associated activities that may be undertaken voluntarily by stakeholders in
order to pursue the commitments and objectives expressed in the Dubai
Declaration on International Chemicals Management and the Overarching
Policy Strategy. These reaffirm the commitment expressed at the World
Summit on Sustainable Development in the Johannesburg Plan of
Implementation that by 2020 chemicals are used and produced in ways
that lead to the minimization of significant adverse effects on human health
and the environment.1 The plan should be regarded as a guidance
document to be reviewed, as appropriate, and the activities should be
considered and implemented, as appropriate, by stakeholders during the
implementation of the Strategic Approach, according to their applicability.

implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the
Strategic Approach. However, stakeholders might find them useful in their
implementation of the relevant activities. A table listing acronyms and
abbreviations used in table B is appended as well.
4.
Participants in the process to develop the Strategic Approach were
unable to conclude their discussions on a number of activities, as reflected
in table C of document SAICM/ICCM.1/4, which can be found at the
website http:www.chem.unep.ch/saicm. Bearing in mind that the Global
Plan of Action is an evolving tool to assist in achieving the objectives of the
Strategic Approach, stakeholders may wish to discuss these items. In the
period between the first and second sessions of the International
Conference on Chemicals Management, activities such as regional
meetings could be pursued.
5.
The various categories of objectives, together with their
corresponding work areas, are closely in terconnected. Thus, numerous risk
reduction actions are needed to protect human health and the environment
from the unsound management of chemicals. A large number of these risk
reduction actions will need to be supported by extensive improvements in
our knowledge and information on chemicals, governance arrangements
(including institutional coordination, regulatory frameworks and public
policy) in all sectors involved with chemicals, and general practices
associated with the sound management of chemicals throughout their
life-cycles. Furthermore, meaningful and timely capacity-building and
technical assistance in support of the actions of developing countries and
countries with economies in transition are essential to making substantive
improvements in reducing the risks to human health and the environment
caused by the unsound management of chemicals.
6.
The Global Plan of Action also serves as guidance to all stakeholders
at the global, regional, national and local levels, including when assessing
the current status of their actions in support of the sound management of
chemicals and identifying priorities to address gaps in such management. It
is emphasized that priorities and timeframes will differ among countries,
reflecting, for instance, the current state of chemicals management and the
capacity to carry out a given measure in a given country. It is anticipated
that Governments and other stakeholders will adopt flexible programmes to
build and sustain adequate and comprehensive capabilities for the sound
management of chemicals consistent with national circumstances and the
Strategic Approach objectives.
7.

In general, priority should be given to activities which:
a.

Focus on narrowing the gap between developed countries on
the one hand and developing countries and countries with
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b.

Facilitate the implementation of existing agreements and work
areas;

c.

Target issues not currently addressed in existing agreements
and work areas;

d.

Ensure that, by 2020:
i.

Chemicals or chemical uses that pose an unreasonable
and otherwise unmanageable risk to human health and the
environment 2 based on a science-based risk assessment
and taking into account the costs and benefits as well as
the availability of safer substitutes and their efficacy are no
longer produced or used for such uses;

ii.

The risks from unintended releases of chemicals that pose
an unreasonable and otherwise unmanageable risk to
human health and the environment 2 based on a
science-based risk assessment and taking into account the
costs and benefits are minimized;

e.

Target chemicals that pose unreasonable and unmanageable
risks;

f.

Promote the generation of adequate science-based knowledge
on health and environmental risks of chemicals and make it
available to all stakeholders.

8.
For many of the work areas, it is important to work in a concerted
manner in order to be most effective. It is therefore critical for all
stakeholders to take appropriate cooperative action on global priorities.
These include, among others:
a.

Integrating chemicals issues into the broader development
agenda, including the development of plans for prioritization of
action in consultation with stakeholders, including vulnerable
groups;

2

Groups of chemicals that might be prioritized for assessment and related studies include: persistent,
bioaccumulative and toxic substances (PBTs); very persistent and very bioaccumulative substances;
chemicals that are carcinogens or mutagens or that adversely affect, inter alia, the reproductive,
endocrine, immune or nervous systems; persistent organic pollutants (POPs); mercury and other
chemicals of global concern; chemicals produced or used in high volumes; chemicals subject to wide
dispersive uses; and other chemicals of concern at the national level.
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economies in transition on the other hand in their capacities for
the sound management of chemicals;

A.

b.

Promoting ratification and implementation of relevant existing
international conventions on health, safety, occupational health
and safety and environment;

c.

Encouraging implementation of existing internationally
recognized standards, tools and approaches for environment
and health and protection from chemicals, such as the Globally
Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of
Chemicals and pollutant release and transfer registers;

d.

Promoting reduction of risks from mercury and other chemicals
of global concern so that they are minimized;

e.

Encouraging the reduction of the quantity and toxicity of
hazardous wastes;

f.

Promoting efforts to prevent illegal traffic in chemicals and
hazardous waste;

g.

Promoting greater coordination among regional and national
centres and other stakeholders in order to address the whole
spectrum of issues regarding chemicals and hazardous waste;

h.

Promoting alternatives in order to reduce and phase out highly
toxic pesticides;

i.

Promoting capacity-building, education and training and
information exchange on sound management of chemicals for
all stakeholders;

j.

Promoting voluntary industry initiatives and product stewardship
in all relevant industries;

k.

Promoting the phase-out of lead in gasoline;

l.

Promoting the remediation of contaminated areas.

Measures to support risk reduction
9.
Under the risk reduction objective, work areas aimed at protecting
human health and the environment would include the development of
action plans to address priority concerns in relation to groups with specific
vulnerabilities. Examples of measures to safeguard the health of women
and children are the minimization of chemical exposures before conception
and through gestation, infancy, childhood and adolescence. Occupational
health and safety for workers would be promoted through measures such
as the establishment of national inspection systems and implementation of
adequate occupational health and safety standards to minimize workplace
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hazards from chemicals. Groups of chemicals that might be prioritized for
assessment and related studies, such as for the development and use of
safe and effective alternatives, include: persistent, bioaccumulative and
toxic substances (PBTs); very persistent and very bioaccumulative
substances; chemicals that are carcinogens or mutagens or that adversely
affect, inter alia, the reproductive, endocrine, immune or nervous systems;
persistent organic pollutants (POPs); mercury and other chemicals of
global concern; chemicals produced or used in high volumes; chemicals
subject to wide dispersive uses; and other chemicals of concern at the
national level. Minimization of hazardous wastes would be enhanced by
national planning and policies, awareness-raising and protection of
handlers, while contaminated sites would be subject to identification and
remediation. Pollution prevention measures would include the phasing out
of lead in gasoline. Capacities to deal with poisonings and other chemical
incidents would be strengthened.
Strengthening knowledge and information
10. Measures to strengthen knowledge and information would include
improved education, training and awareness-raising activities aimed at
those who may be exposed to toxic substances at any stage in the life
cycle of chemicals and the generation and dissemination of data on the
hazards of all chemicals in commerce, taking account of legitimate
commercial confidentiality needs. Among other measures in this area
would be stepped-up monitoring of the impacts of chemicals on health and
the environment, harmonized risk assessments, efforts to implement the
Globally Harmonized System of the Classification and Labelling of
Chemicals, and the development and publication of national pollutant
release and transfer registers.
C.

Governance: strengthening of institutions, law and policy
11. Central to the Strategic Approach's governance objectives would be
measures to review national legislation in order to ratify and implement
existing international agreements dealing with chemicals and hazardous
wastes, such as the Basel Convention on the Control of the Transboundary
Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal, the Rotterdam
Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain
Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, the Stockholm
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, the International Labour
Organization conventions on the protection of workers and measures to
improve coordination and synergies with respect to chemical safety policy
and activities at the national and international levels. Another core area
would be measures to ensure the participation of all stakeholders, including
women in particular, in the management of the life cycle of chemicals.
Measures to integrate chemicals management into strategies for
development assistance, sustainable development and poverty reduction
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B.

papers would be important to underpin the more effective direction of
resources to chemical safety activities. Other measures under the
governance category would include the development of systems for
emergency preparedness and response in the case of chemical accidents,
the consideration of chemical use in protected areas, training in liability and
compensation schemes in relation to damage to human health and the
environment caused by the production and use of chemicals and action to
prevent and detect illegal trafficking of chemicals and hazardous wastes.
D.

Enhancing capacity-building
12. Capacity-building measures include training of personnel in order to
provide the necessary skills to support the systematic implementation of
the Strategic Approach at the local, national and regional levels in a
coordinated way and across the full range of chemical safety needs,
including strategic planning, risk assessment and management, testing and
research and control of illegal traffic. Use would be made of
information-exchange mechanisms on capacity-building in order to ensure
coordination.

E.

Addressing illegal international traffic
13. Actions at the national, regional and global levels are needed to
prevent and detect illegal trafficking of chemicals and hazardous wastes,
including efforts towards the more effective application of international
conventions relating to transboundary movements of chemicals and
hazardous waste.

F.

Improved general practices
14. The list of work areas contains a number of activities to improve
general chemicals management practices, such as the development and
implementation of cleaner production methods in accordance with best
available techniques and best environmental practices. Similarly, better
agricultural methods, including the use of non-chemical alternatives, would
be promoted. Measures associated with improved corporate social and
environmental responsibility for the safe production and use of products
would include the further development and implementation of voluntary
initiatives such as industry's Responsible Care programme and the
International Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides of
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.
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Table A. Possible work areas and their associated activities
WORK AREA

ACTIVITY

Assessment of national chemicals management to identify gaps and prioritize
actions
Human health protection
Children and chemical safety

1, 165, 207

Formulation of prevention and response measures to mitigate environmental
and health impacts of emergencies involving chemicals
Research, monitoring and data
Hazard data generation and availability
Promotion of industry participation and responsibility
Information management and dissemination
Life cycle
Pollutant release and transfer register (PRTRs) creation of national and
international registers
Education and training (public awareness)
Stakeholder participation
Implementation of integrated national programmes for the sound
management of chemicals at the national level in a flexible manner
International agreements
Social and economic considerations
Legal, policy and institutional aspects
Liability and compensation
Stock-taking on progress
Protected areas
Prevention of illegal traffic in toxic and dangerous goods
Trade and environment
Civil society and public interest non-governmental organization (NGO)
participation
Capacity-building to support national actions

37
37

57–60, 157
61–67, 127–137, 247
68–73, 161–162,
258262, 272–273
74–79, 237
80–87
88–97
98, 189–192
102–113, 256
119–123
124–126, 177–180
154–155
163–164
166–167
169–176
181–188, 257
193–198
199
200–201
202–203, 253–254
204, 263–271
205, 251–252
206
208–236
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Occupational health and safety
Implementation of the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and
Labelling of Chemicals (GHS)
Highly toxic pesticides risk management and reduction
Pesticide programmes
Reduced health and environmental risks of pesticides
Cleaner production
Remediation of contaminated sites
Lead in gasoline
Sound agricultural practices
Persistent, bioaccumulative and toxic substances (PBTs); very persistent and
very bioaccumulative substances; chemicals that are carcinogens or
mutagens or that adversely affect, inter alia, the reproductive, endocrine,
immune or nervous systems; persistent organic pollutants (POPs)
Mercury and other chemicals of global concern; chemicals produced or used
in high volumes; chemicals subject to wide dispersive uses; and other
chemicals of concern at the national level
Risk assessment, management and communication
Waste management (and minimization)

2–6
7–10, 150–153,
245246
11–21, 138–149, 255
22, 99–101, 168,
248250
23–30, 114–117
31
32–42
43–46, 118, 238–242
47–48, 243
49, 156, 244
50–53, 158–160
54–56

38

39
3. Develop and use new and
harmonized methods for risk
assessment.

2

Improved availability of
information on the hazards,
risks and safe use of
chemicals (including those in
manufactured products), in
forms relevant to end users,
and improved use of existing
risk assessments
Methods for assessment of
dose-response relationships
and risks to vulnerable
groups, in particular children,
pregnant women and fertile
people, the elderly and the
poor; new tools for risk
assessment

Gaps in abilities have
2006–2020
(deliverables to be
diminished.
set for each SAICM
review period)

New and harmonized
2006–2020
(deliverables to be
methods for risk
set for each SAICM assessment are developed.
review period)

Implementation aspects
Interagency and multistakeholder committees
created to assist the
development of national
profiles

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
National profiles including
2006–2010
action plans are developed.

A list of the acronyms and abbreviations used in this table is set out following the table.
Actors in bold are the principle actors.

IOMC (WHO, OECD)
National
Governments

2. Fill gaps in abilities to
access, interpret and apply
knowledge.

Human health
protection

1

Actors 2
National
Governments
Research centres
IOMC (UNEP, FAO,
WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, UNDP)
Trade unions
NGOs
Industry
National
Governments
Research centres
IOMC (WHO, OECD)
Trade unions

Activities
1. Develop national profiles
and implement action plans
for sound management of
chemicals.

Work area
Assessment of
national chemicals
management to
identify gaps and
prioritize actions

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)

Table B. List of possible work areas and their associate activities, actors, targets/timeframes,
indicators of progress and implementation aspects 1

40

39
39
7. Develop guidance materials
to assist in the preparation of
initial national assessments of
children's environmental
health and the identification of
priority concerns; develop and
implement action plans to
address those priority
concerns.

6. Include a range of
preventive strategies.

Activities
4. Develop better methods
and criteria for determining
the impact of chemicals on
human health (and thereby on
the economy and sustainable
development), for setting
priorities for action, for the
detection of chemicals and for
monitoring the progress of
SAICM.
5. Build capacities of countries
to deal with poisonings and
chemical incidents.

IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
WHO, UNIDO,
OECD)
UNICEF
National
Governments
Stakeholders
Regional
organizations
NGOs

2006–2020
(deliverables to be
set for each SAICM
review period)
2006–2010

A range of preventive
strategies is included
internationally, regionally
and nationally.
Initial national assessments
of children's environmental
health and chemical safety
are undertaken in all
countries.
Action plans are prepared
and are in use.

The number of countries
with capacity to deal with
poisoning and chemicals
incidents has increased.

2006–2020
(deliverables to be
set for each SAICM
review period)

National
Governments
Regional
organizations
IOMC (UNEP, WHO)

National
Governments
IOMC (WHO)

Indicators of progress
Better methods and criteria
to determine impacts of
chemicals are developed.
Chemicals and human
health are included in the
development assistance
agenda.

Targets/Timeframe
2006–2020
(deliverables to be
set for each SAICM
review period)

Actors 2
IOMC (WHO, OECD)
Research centres

An integrated approach to
establishment and
strengthening of poisons
centres and surveillance,
alert and response
mechanisms for chemical
incidents
Technical cooperation on a
regional basis
Education and awarenessraising
Capacity building in risk
communication
Guidance for assessments

Implementation aspects
Usable at the country level
Means of determining
human health impacts of
policy decisions

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

Children and
chemical safety

Work area

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)

4040

41

Occupational health
and safety

Work area

IOMC (ILO, WHO)
National
Governments
Trade unions
Industry

IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP)
NGOs
IFCS
IOMC (ILO)
National
Governments
Trade unions,
NGOs

9. Develop mechanisms to
share and disseminate
information that can be used
to reduce uncertainty in risk
assessment.
10. Eliminate as a priority any
child labour that involves
hazardous substances.

11. Develop harmonized data
elements on occupational
health and safety for recording
relevant workplace data in
company-specific databases.

Actors 2
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP)

Activities
8. Establish needed
infrastructure for research that
will reduce uncertainty in risk
assessment.

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)

2006–2010

2006–2010

2006–2010

The number of countries
with legislation prohibiting
child labour involving
hazardous substances has
increased.
The capacity to implement
and enforce such
legislation has improved in
all countries.
The number of countries
that have ratified the ILO
convention on child labour
has increased.
Harmonized data elements
for recording relevant
workplace data are
developed.

Mechanisms are
developed.

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Infrastructure is
established.

ILO Global Strategy on
Occupational Safety and
Health
Standards and guidance

Model legislation

Implementation aspects
Collection of additional
toxicological data on
endpoints of particular
relevance to children, i.e., in
utero or post-natal
development and growth,
and data that would help
identify or quantify the extent
to which children are
exposed to chemicals of
concern
Trained researchers

42

41
41

Activities
12. Consider legislation to
protect the health of workers
and the public, covering the
entire spectrum of work
situations in which chemicals
are handled, including such
sectors as agriculture and
health.
13. Develop a system of
health and environmental
impact assessment in
chemicals handling and
incorporate it in occupational
safety and health
programmes.
14. Develop, enhance, update
and implement ILO safe work
standards, ILO guidelines on
occupational safety and health
management system
(ILO-OSH 2001) and other
non-binding guidelines and
codes of practice, including
those particular to indigenous
and tribal populations.
ILO Global Strategy on
Occupational Safety and
Health

Health and environmental
impact assessments are
made part of OHS
programmes in all
countries.
ILO safe work standards
and guidelines are
implemented in all
countries.
Other non-binding
guidelines and codes of
practice to promote sound
chemicals management are
identified, documented and
implemented.
Indigenous and tribal
practices are identified,
documented and
implemented.

2006–2010

2006–2010

IOMC (ILO, WHO)
National
Governments
Trade unions
Industry
NGOs
IOMC (ILO)
National
Governments
Trade unions
Industry

ILO Global Strategy on
Occupational Safety and
Health
Availability of implementable
methodologies
Updating of legislation

Implementation aspects
Guidance developed on
implementation

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Legislation is fully
implemented in all relevant
sectors.

Actors 2
National
Governments
IOMC (ILO)
Trade unions
Industry

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

Work area

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)

4242

43

Work area

16. Establish integrated
programmes for all public
health and safety practitioners
and professionals, with an
emphasis on identification,
assessment and control of
occupational chemical risk
factors in all workplaces (such
as industrial, rural, business
and services).
17. Promote exchange of
information on successful
experiences and projects
related to chemical
occupational safety and
health.

Activities
15. Develop national
occupational safety and health
policies containing specific
text on chemicals
management, with a clear
emphasis on preventive
measures, requiring that
workplace risk assessments
and hazard prevention
measures be carried out
based on the recognized
hierarchy of prevention and
control measures.

2006–2010

2006–2010

IOMC (ILO, FAO,
WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR)
National
Governments
Trade unions
Industry
NGOs

Integrated programmes for
all public health and safety
practitioners and
professionals, with an
emphasis on identification,
assessment and control of
occupational chemical risk
factors, are established and
implemented in all
countries.
Systems for information
exchange are established
in every country.

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Occupational health and
safety policies refer
specifically to chemicals in
all countries.
National occupational
health and safety policies
which emphasize
preventive measures are
developed and
implemented in all
countries.

IOMC (ILO, FAO,
WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR)
National
Governments
Trade unions
Industry
NGOs

Actors 2
National
Governments
Trade unions
Industry
IOMC (ILO, WHO)
NGOs

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)

ILO Global Strategy on
Occupational Safety and
Health
Infrastructure

Implementation aspects
ILO Global Strategy on
Occupational Safety and
Health
Incorporation of the needs of
workers in small and
medium-sized enterprises,
the informal sector, migrant
workers, undocumented
workers and undocumented
migrant workers, the selfemployed, wage workers
and vulnerable groups,
including children, young
persons, women and the
elderly in addressing risk
reduction programmes for
chemical safety in the
workplace
Guidance material
ILO Global Strategy on
Occupational Safety and
Health
Training institutions and
material

44

43
43

19. Avoid worker exposure
through technical measures
where possible; provide
appropriate protective
equipment; improve the
acceptance of wearing
protective equipment and
stimulate further research on
protective equipment to be
used under hot and humid
conditions.
20. Protect workers from
chemicals causing asbestosis,
other asbestos-related
diseases and occupational
cancers, those chemicals
included in the Rotterdam
Convention because of their
occupational risks and other
hazardous chemicals based
on their occupational health
risks.
21. Develop guidance on a
harmonized approach to the
setting of occupational
exposure limits.
22. Establish roles and
responsibilities of employers,
employees, chemical
suppliers and Governments in
the implementation of GHS.

Activities
18. Develop and disseminate
chemical safety data sheets to
assist enterprises in protecting
their workers.

IOMC (ILO, FAO,
WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR)
Trade unions
IOMC (ILO, FAO,
WHO, UNITAR,
OECD)
National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions

National
Governments
Trade unions
Industry

Actors 2
National
Governments
IOMC (WHO)
Industry
Trade unions
National
Governments
IOMC (FAO)
Industry
Trade unions

The number of cases of
asbestosis and other
asbestos-related diseases
and occupational cancers
shows a constant declining
trend.

2005–2010

Establishment of working
groups internationally and
nationally
International initiative:
UNITAR/ILO GHS
Capacity-building
programme
Model legislation

Guidance is developed.

Roles and responsibilities
of employers, employees,
chemical suppliers and
Governments in the
implementation of GHS are
established and
disseminated in all
countries.

2006–2010

2007

Awareness-raising for
employers and employees.
Legislation

Awareness-raising for
The number of cases of
employers and employees
occupational diseases and
accidents shows a constant Building of technical capacity
declining trend.
Research on protective
equipment gives
practicable results.

Implementation aspects
Training of professionals
Infrastructure for
dissemination of safety data
sheets

2005–2010

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Safety data sheets are
developed and
disseminated.

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

Implementation of
GHS

Work area

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)

4444

45

Work area
Highly toxic
pesticides risk
management and
reduction

26. Prioritize the procurement
of least hazardous pest
control measures and use
best practices to avoid
excessive or inappropriate
supplies of chemicals.

National
Governments
Agriculture industry
(CropLife
International)
IOMC (FAO)
Trade unions, NGOs

24. Give appropriate priority to
pest and pesticide
management in national
sustainable development
strategies and poverty
reduction papers to enable
access to relevant technical
and financial assistance,
including appropriate
technology.
25. Base national decisions
on highly toxic pesticides on
an evaluation of their intrinsic
hazards and anticipated local
exposure to them.
National
Governments
Agriculture industry
(CropLife
International)
Trade unions
IOMC (FAO)

National
Governments
IOMC (FAO)

Actors 2
National
Governments
IOMC (FAO)
Industry (CropLife
International)
NGOs

Activities
23. Encourage full
implementation of the FAO
International Code of Conduct
on the Distribution and Use of
Pesticides.

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)

2006–2010

2006–2010

Hazard evaluations of all
highly toxic pesticides are
undertaken in all countries.
Exposure assessments are
undertaken under local
conditions in all countries.
National and industrial
procurement policies
include the purchase of the
least hazardous pest
control measures in all
countries.
Use of best available
techniques is given high
priority in all countries.

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
The number of countries
that have adopted the FAO
International Code of
Conduct on the Distribution
and Use of Pesticides has
increased.
Implementation strategies
for the FAO International
Code of Conduct are
developed and
implemented in all
countries.
National sustainable
2006–2010
development strategies and
poverty reduction papers
have incorporated pest and
pesticide management as a
priority component, thus
enabling access to relevant
technical and financial
assistance in all countries.

Procurement policies
Best available techniques

National financial resources
Methodology
Need to take into account
common conditions of use
and the need to reduce risks

National financial resources
Model framework

Implementation aspects
FAO awareness-raising on
the Code of Conduct
Life-cycle approach to
pesticide management at the
national level

46

45
45
30. Encourage industry to
extend product stewardship
and to withdraw voluntarily
highly toxic pesticides which
are hazardous and cannot be
used safely under prevalent
conditions.

28. Distinguish programmes
that have achieved cost
effective, significant and
sustainable risk reductions
from those which have not
and incorporate evaluation
mechanisms and measures of
progress in future
programmes.
29. Promote integrated pest
and integrated vector
management.

Activities
27. Promote development and
use of reduced-risk pesticides
and substitution for highly
toxic pesticides as well as
effective and non-chemical
alternative means of pest
control.

IOMC (UNEP, FAO,
WHO, OECD, UNDP,
World Bank)
National
Governments
Trade unions
NGOs
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP, FAO,
WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP, World
Bank)
Trade unions
Industry (CropLife
International)

Actors 2
Agriculture industry
(CropLife
International)
IOMC (FAO)
National
Governments
Trade unions
Farmer organizations
NGOs
IOMC (UNEP, FAO,
WHO, OECD, UNDP,
World Bank)

2006–2010

2006–2010

Integrated pest and
integrated vector
management are practised
in all countries and are
included in national
agricultural and health
strategies.
Voluntary product
stewardship initiatives are
introduced in all countries.
Voluntary withdrawals of
highly toxic chemicals are
undertaken.
Presence of highly toxic
chemicals on the market is
reduced.

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2011–2015
Use of highly toxic
pesticides is reduced in all
countries.
Use of non-chemical
control measures is
promoted in all countries.
Use of reduced-risk
pesticides is promoted in all
countries.
Programmes that have
2006–2010
achieved significant and
sustainable risk reductions
are documented and
disseminated.

Industry initiatives

Model legislation
Agricultural extension
services
Training institutions and
material

OECD risk reduction
programmes in the use of
pesticides

Implementation aspects
Alternatives available.
Local experience in use of
pesticides
Sensitization of users of
pesticides
Non-chemical control
methods

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

Work area

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)

4646

47

Reduced health and
environmental risks
of pesticides

Work area
Pesticide
programmes

35. Establish poisoning
information and control
centres and systems for data
collection and analysis.
36. Provide extension and
advisory services and farmer
organizations with information
on integrated pest
management strategies and
methods.

Activities
31. Establish pesticide
management programmes to
regulate the availability,
distribution and use of
pesticides and, where
appropriate, consider the FAO
Code of Conduct on the
Distribution and Use of
Pesticides.
32. Implement a pesticide
registration and control
system which controls risks
from the initial point of
production/formulation to the
disposal of obsolete products
or containers.
33. Review pesticides
available on the market to
ensure their use in
accordance with approved
licenses.
34. Establish health
surveillance programmes.
All countries ensure that
pesticides on the market
are used in accordance
with approved licenses.
Health surveillance
programmes are put in
place.
Poisoning information and
control centres are
established.
Information on integrated
pest management is
distributed to farmer
organizations and
extension services.

2011–2015

2006–2010

2006–2010

2006–2010

National
Governments
IOMC (FAO)
National
Governments
IOMC (ILO, FAO,
WHO)
Trade unions
National
Governments
Medical institutions
IOMC (WHO)
IOMC (FAO)
Trade unions
Farmer
organizations

National legislation
Technical capacity

Pesticide registration and
control systems are
implemented in all
countries.

2010–2015

National
Governments
IOMC (FAO, UNEP,
UNDP, World Bank)

Infrastructure for information
exchange
Awareness-raising

Infrastructure
Technical capacity

Training of workers to
recognize symptoms of
pesticide poisonings

National legislation
Technical capacity

Implementation aspects
National legislation
Technical capacity

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Regulation of availability,
distribution and use of
pesticides is put in place in
all countries.

Actors 2
National
Governments
IOMC (FAO)

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)

48

47
47

Actors 2
National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions
Farmer
organizations
IOMC (FAO)
38. Establish a programme to National
monitor pesticide residues in
Governments
food and the environment.
IOMC (UNEP, FAO,
WHO)
39. Make less toxic pesticides Industry
available for sale and use.
IOMC (FAO)
40. License and sell pesticide National
products in containers that are Governments
ready to use, unattractive for
Industry
re-use, inaccessible to
IOMC (FAO)
children and labelled with
clear, unambiguous directions
that are understandable for
local users.
41. Ensure that agricultural
IOMC (FAO)
workers are appropriately
Trade unions
trained in safe application
Farmer
methods and that personal
organizations
protections are sufficient to
Agricultural
allow the safe use of products. extension services
42. Promote the availability
Industry
and use of personal protective Trade unions
equipment.
IOMC (FAO)
Farmer
organizations

Activities
37. Ensure proper storage
conditions for pesticides at the
point of sale, in warehouses
and on farms.

Agricultural workers are
trained in safe application
of pesticides.

Availability and use of
personal protective
equipment is promoted.

2006–2010

2006–2010

2006–2010

Less toxic pesticides are
available in all countries.
Only ready-to-use
containers are licensed or
sold.
Pesticide products are
labelled with clear
instructions for use.

2006–2010

Awareness-raising

Training programmes
Infrastructure for training

Legislation
Awareness-raising

Awareness-raising

Programmes for monitoring Laboratory capacity
pesticide residues are put
Technical capacity
in place in all countries.

Implementation aspects
Awareness-raising

2006–2010

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2007–2015
Pesticides are stored
properly in all countries.

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

Work area

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)

4848

49

Work area
Cleaner production

National
Governments
Trade unions
NGOs
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP, World
Bank)

45. Incorporate the concept of
pollution prevention in
policies, programmes and
activities on chemicals
management.

44. Promote the development
and use of products and
processes that pose lesser
risks.

Actors 2
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP, World
Bank)
National
Governments
Industry
National cleaner
production centres
Trade unions
NGOs
academia
Industry
Trade unions
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP, World
Bank)
Basel Convention
Secretariat

Activities
43. Encourage sustainable
production and use and
promote the transfer,
implementation and adoption
of pollution prevention policies
and cleaner production
technologies, in particular best
available techniques and best
environmental practices
(BAT/BEP).

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)

2011–2015

Training institutions and
material

Development of
methodology
UNIDO project: Regional
Network on Safe Pesticide
Production and Information
for Asia and the Pacific
(RENPAP)
Alternative chemicals

2011–2015
Systems for evaluating
risks and criteria for
substitution are
established.
A list of alternatives and
their properties is published
and disseminated to assist
in decision-making.
List of substituted hazard
chemicals is published and
disseminated.
Pollution prevention is
incorporated in all chemical
management initiatives.
Pollution prevention
initiatives are implemented.

Implementation aspects
Establishment of national
cleaner production centres
BAT/BEP

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2011–2015
Mechanisms to encourage
sustainable production and
use and the transfer of
appropriate clean
technologies are
established in all countries.
Implementation of
BAT/BEP is promoted.

50

49
49
50. Develop schemes for
integrated pest management.

Sound agricultural
practices

2006–2010

Schemes are developed.

Technical expertise
Infrastructure for
dissemination of information
Awareness-raising

Model legislation
Import decisions under
Rotterdam Convention on
tetraethyl and tetramethyl
lead

Model legislation

Mandatory remediation of
contaminated sites is
included in national
legislation in all countries.
Contingency plans for
handling accidents
involving chemicals are put
in place.
Lead in gasoline is
eliminated.

2016–2020

2006–2010

African Stockpiles
Programme
Model legislation

Contaminated site
remediation plans are
developed for all
contaminated sites in all
countries.

Implementation aspects
Model legislation

2010–2020

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
FAO/WHO specifications
on pesticides are
developed and adopted in
all countries.

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

49. Eliminate lead in gasoline.
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP, WHO,
UNIDO, UNDP, World
Bank)
GEF
Industry
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNDP,
World Bank)

Actors 2
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP, World
Bank)
NGOs
47. Identify contaminated sites IOMC (FAO, ILO,
and hotspots and develop and UNIDO, UNDP, World
implement contaminated site
Bank)
remediation plans to reduce
Basel Convention
risks to the public and to the
Secretariat
environment.
National
Governments
Private sector
NGOs
48. Ensure the remediation of National
contaminated sites, including
Governments
those caused by accidents.
Industry

Activities
46. Support the further
development and adoption of
FAO and WHO specifications
on pesticides.

Lead in gasoline

Remediation of
contaminated sites

Work area

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)

5050

51

Work area

53. Undertake development of
pest- and disease-resistant
crop varieties.

52. Promote access to lowerrisk or safer pesticides.

Activities
51. Provide training in
alternative and ecological
agricultural practices,
including non-chemical
alternatives.

Actors 2
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNDP,
World Bank)
National
Governments
Research and
accredited training
institutions
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNDP,
World Bank)
Trade unions
National
Governments
Agriculture industry
Research institutions
IOMC (FAO)
CGIAR

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)

Ongoing activity

Pest and disease resistant
crops have increased.

Research capacity

Awareness-raising
Infrastructure for
dissemination of information

2006–2010
Access is promoted.

Implementation aspects
Methodologies and
techniques

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Training programmes in
alternative and ecological
agricultural practices
including non-chemical
alternatives are developed
for all countries.

52

51
51
55. Prioritize for assessment
and related studies groups of
chemicals posing an
unreasonable and otherwise
unmanageable risk for human
health and the environment,
which might include:
persistent bioaccumulative
and toxic substances, (PBTs);
very persistent and very
bioaccumulative substances;
chemicals that are
carcinogens or mutagens or
that adversely affect, inter
alia, the reproductive,
endocrine, immune or nervous
system; and persistent
organic pollutants (POPs).

Activities
54. Promote the use of safe
and effective alternatives,
including non-chemical
alternatives to organic
chemicals that are highly
toxic, persistent and
bioaccumulative.

Industry
National
Governments
Trade unions
IOMC (UNEP, FAO,
WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, OECD,
UNDP, World Bank)

Actors 2
National
Governments
Research centres
Trade unions
NGOs
Industry
IOMC (UNEP, FAO,
WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, OECD,
UNDP, World Bank)

2016–2020

Implementation aspects
Risk assessment
methodology
Access to information on
alternatives to persistent,
bioaccumulative and toxic
substances (PBTs); very
persistent and very
bioaccumulative substances;
chemicals that are
carcinogens or mutagens or
that adversely affect, inter
alia, the reproductive,
endocrine, immune or
nervous systems; persistent
organic pollutants (POPs)
Clear identification of
priorities for management of
toxic chemicals
Groups of chemicals posing Risk assessment
methodology
an unreasonable and
otherwise unmanageable
Training
risk for human health and
the environment, which
might include persistent
bioaccumulative and toxic
substances (PBTs); very
persistent and very
bioaccumulative
substances; chemicals that
are carcinogens, mutagens
or that adversely affect,
inter alia, the reproductive,
endocrine, immune or
nervous systems; and
persistent organic
pollutants (POPs), are
prioritized for assessment
and related studies.

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2016–2020
Alternatives are identified
and are in use.

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

Work area
Persistent,
bioaccumulative and
toxic substances
(PBTs); very
persistent and very
bioaccumulative
substances;
chemicals that are
carcinogens or
mutagens or that
adversely affect,
inter alia, the
reproductive,
endocrine, immune
or nervous system;
persistent organic
pollutants (POPs)

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)

5252

53

Activities
56. Articulate an integrated
approach to chemicals
management taking into
account multilateral
environmental agreements
and strategies that target a
broad spectrum of chemicals.

57. Promote reduction of the
risks posed to human health
and the environment,
especially by lead, mercury
and cadmium, by sound
environmental management,
including a thorough review of
relevant studies such as the
UNEP global assessment of
mercury and its compounds.

Work area

Mercury and other
chemicals of global
concern; chemicals
produced or used in
high volumes; those
subject to wide
dispersive uses; and
other chemicals of
concern at the
national level

Actors 2
National
Governments
Trade unions
NGOs
Industry
IOMC (UNEP, FAO,
WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, OECD,
UNDP, World Bank)
Basel Convention
Secretariat
National
Governments
NGOs
Industry
IOMC (UNEP, WHO,
UNIDO, UNITAR,
OECD, UNDP, World
Bank)

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)

Risk assessment
methodology
Training available

2006–2015
Risks posed by chemicals
that are harmful to human
health and the
environment, especially
lead, mercury and
cadmium, are reduced in all
countries.
Relevant studies are
identified and documented.
A review of relevant studies
is carried out and the
results published and
disseminated.
Environmentally sound
technologies for reduction
of risks associated with
lead, especially for small
recycling enterprises, are
put in place and are in use.

Implementation aspects
Model legislation
Training
Industry initiatives
Development and promotion
of reformulations and
substitutions

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2016–2020
An integrated approach to
chemicals management is
developed and
implemented in all
countries.

54

53
53
62. Implement warning
systems with regard to the
risks posed by the production,
use or disposal of chemicals.

Activities
58. Consider the need for
further action on mercury,
considering a full range of
options, including the
possibility of a legally binding
instrument, partnerships and
other actions (based on UNEP
Governing Council decision
23/9).
59. Take immediate action to
reduce the risk to human
health and the environment
posed on a global scale by
mercury in products and
production processes (based
on UNEP Governing Council
decision 23/9).
60. Consider the review of
scientific information, focusing
especially on long-range
environmental transport, to
inform future discussions on
the need for global action in
relation to lead and cadmium,
to be presented to the
Governing Council at its
twenty-fourth session in 2007
(based on UNEP Governing
Council decision 23/9).
61. When assessing risk to
the general population,
consider whether certain
segments of the population
(i.e., children, pregnant
women) have differential
susceptibility or exposure.
An assessment of whether
children and pregnant
women have differential
susceptibility is carried out.

Warning systems with
Design
regard to the risks posed by Location
the production, use or
Management
disposal of chemicals are
established in all regions.

2006–2010

2011–2015

IOMC (WHO)

IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, OECD,
UNDP, World Bank)
National
Governments

Necessary actions are
initiated.

2007

IOMC (UNEP)
National
Governments

Evaluation of whether
additional risk management
actions are needed on a
chemical-by-chemical basis

Assessment of the need for
global action

Legislation

2005–2010

IOMC (UNEP,
UNIDO)
(Cleaner production
centres)

Further action is taken.

Implementation aspects
Analysis of options
Technical capacity

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2005–2008
Further action on mercury
is taken.

Actors 2
IOMC (UNEP,
UNIDO)
(Cleaner production
centres)

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

Risk assessment,
management and
communication

Work area

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)

5454

55

Work area

Activities
63. Apply science-based
approaches, including those
from among existing tools
from IOMC organizations on,
inter alia, test guidelines, good
laboratory practices, mutual
acceptance of data, new
chemicals, existing chemicals,
tools and strategies for testing
and assessment.
64. Encourage the
development of simplified and
standardized tools for
integrating science into policy
and decision-making relating
to chemicals, particularly
guidance on risk assessment
and risk management
methodologies.
65. Establish knowledge on
risk assessment procedures,
building on existing products
such as those generated by
OECD, including, inter alia,
guidance on the OECD High
Production Volume Chemicals
hazard assessments,
(Quantitative Structure Activity
Relationship ((Q)SAR)
Analysis, review of pesticide
hazards and fate studies,
emission exposure scenario
documents, information
exchange and coordination
mechanisms.
66. Establish programmes for
monitoring chemicals and
pesticides to assess
exposure.
Monitoring programmes are Technical capacity
established.
Regional cooperation
2006–2015

National
Governments

Awareness-raising
Infrastructure for
dissemination of information

2006–2010

IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, OECD,
UNDP, World Bank)

National
Governments
NGOs
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, OECD,
UNDP, World Bank)

Simplified and standardized
tools for integrating science
into policy are developed
and implemented in all
countries.
A framework for integrating
standardized tools into
policy is developed and is
in use.
Knowledge on risk
assessment procedures is
increased.

Sufficient number of
scientists
Training and education in
science
Awareness-raising
Appropriate policies

Implementation aspects
Sufficient number of
scientists
Training and education in
science
Awareness-raising

2006–2010

Actors 2
Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
National
Science-based approaches
Governments
are used in
decision-making in all
NGOs
countries.
IOMC (UNEP, OECD)

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)

56

55
55
69. Establish and implement
national action plans with
respect to waste minimization
and waste disposal, taking
into consideration relevant
international agreements and
by using the cradle-to-cradle
and cradle-to-grave
approaches.
70. Prevent and minimize
hazardous waste generation
through the application of best
practices, including the use of
alternatives that pose less
risk.

Activities
67. Apply life-cycle
management approaches to
ensure that chemicals
management decisions are
consistent with the goals of
sustainable development.
68. Facilitate the identification
and disposal of obsolete
stocks of pesticides and other
chemicals (especially PCBs),
particularly in developing
countries and countries with
economies in transition.

Industry
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP, World
Bank)
Basel Convention
Secretariat
National cleaner
production centres
Trade unions
NGOs

Basel Convention
Secretariat, BCRCs ,
Stockholm
Convention
Secretariat, IOMC
(ILO, FAO, WHO,
UNIDO, OECD,
UNDP, World Bank)
Montreal Protocol
National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs
National
Governments
BCRCs
Trade unions
NGOs

Actors 2
National
Governments
Industry

National action plans with
respect to waste
minimization and waste
disposal are developed and
implemented in all
countries.

Alternatives are identified
and introduced.

2011–2015

2016–2020

Assessment methodology
Training
Development and promotion
of safer alternatives

Model action plans
Training

Africa Stockpiles Programme
Methodology
Identification of stockpiles of
other chemicals
Demonstration and
promotion of appropriate
destruction technologies

2006–2020
All obsolete stocks of
pesticides and other
chemicals are identified
and disposed of.

Implementation aspects
Appropriate policies
Awareness-raising

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Life-cycle management
approaches are applied.

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

Waste management
(and minimization)

Work area

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)

5656

57

Work area

73. Promote waste prevention
and minimization by
encouraging production of
reusable/recyclable consumer
goods and biodegradable
products and developing the
infrastructure required.

72. Carry out measures that
will inform, educate and
protect waste handlers and
small-scale recyclers from the
hazards of handling and
recycling chemical waste.

Activities
71. Implement the Basel
Convention and waste
reduction measures at source
and identify other waste
issues that require full
cradle-to-cradle and cradle-tograve consideration of the fate
of chemicals in production and
at the end of the useful life of
products in which they are
present.

Actors 2
Industry
BCRCs
National cleaner
production centres
IOMC (ILO, FAO,
WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP, World
Bank)
Montreal Protocol
Trade unions
NGOs
National
Governments
Trade unions
NGOs
IOMC (ILO)
Basel Convention
Secretariat
United Nations
Disaster
Assessment and
Coordination Team
Unit
National
Governments
National cleaner
production centres
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP, World
Bank)
Basel Convention
Secretariat
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)

2006–2015

Mechanisms to encourage
production of
reusable/recyclable
consumer goods and
biodegradable products are
in place in all countries.

National cleaner production
centres
Information on successful
initiatives
Eco-design

Particular attention to waste
pickers and other actors in
the informal recycling sector
Infrastructure for
dissemination of information
Awareness-raising

2006–2010
Measures to inform,
educate and protect waste
handlers and small-scale
recyclers are carried out.

Implementation aspects
Training
Awareness-raising
Development and promotion
of best available techniques

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Waste reduction measures
at source are implemented
in all chemical plants.
The Basel Convention is
implemented in all
countries.

58

57
57
77. Provide for national
collection of harmonized data,
including categorization by, for
example, type of poison,
chemical identity, structure,
use or function.

Industry
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP)
Trade unions
NGOs
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP)
Industry
NGOs

IOMC (WHO)

75. Encourage the
development of an
international mechanism for
responding to requests from
countries affected by chemical
accidents.
76. Minimize the occurrence
of poisonings and diseases
caused by chemicals.

Actors 2
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP)
Basel Convention
Secretariat
United Nations
Disaster Assessment
and Coordination
Team
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs

Activities
74. Develop integrated
national and international
systems to prevent major
industrial accidents and for
emergency preparedness and
response to all accidents and
natural disasters involving
chemicals.

Occurrence of poisonings
and diseases caused by
chemicals is reduced and
medical surveillance
systems are put in place in
all countries.
Biological indicators are
available.
Systems for collection of
harmonized data are
established and are used in
all countries.

2006–2010

2006–2010

An international mechanism
to respond to requests from
countries affected by
chemical accidents is
established and
implemented.

2010–2020

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
Integrated systems and
2006–2012
centres to prevent major
industrial accidents and for
emergency preparedness
and response are
established and
implemented in all
countries.

OECD chemicals
programme

Information systems to
collect and manage data
National risk reduction
strategy
Training
Availability of information
Awareness-raising

Implementation aspects
ILO Convention 174,
Prevention of Major
Industrial Accidents
OECD project on safety
performance indicators
UNEP APELL programme
CEFIC Safety and Quality
Assessment System for road
and rail transport
Application of process safety
management to chemical
operations and the
strengthening of integrated
approaches
Poison centres
Design of mechanism

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

Work area
Formulation of
prevention and
response measures
to mitigate
environmental and
health impacts of
emergencies
involving chemicals

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)

5858

59

Work area

Actors 2
Industry
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
OECD)
Trade unions
NGOs

Industry
National
Governments

Activities
78. Address gaps in the
application of safety
procedures relevant to the
operation of
chemical-intensive facilities,
including the environmentally
sound management of
hazardous substances and
products.
79. Design, site and equip
chemical facilities to protect
against potential sabotage.

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING RISK REDUCTION (OBJECTIVE 1)
Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Gaps in the application of
safety procedures relevant
to the operation of
chemical-intensive facilities,
including the
environmentally sound
management of hazardous
substances and products,
are identified.
Gaps are filled.
Chemical facilities are
2006–2010
protected against potential
sabotage.
Technical capacity

Implementation aspects
ILO Global Strategy on
Occupational Safety and
Health

60

59
59

Activities
80. Develop and establish
targeted risk assessment
approaches to evaluating
exposure and impacts,
including socio-economic
impacts and chronic and
synergistic effects of chemicals
on human health and the
environment.
81. Evaluate whether different
segments of the population
(e.g., children, women) have
different susceptibility and/or
exposure on a
chemical-by-chemical basis in
order of priority.
82. Develop, validate and
share reliable, affordable and
practical analytical techniques
for monitoring substances for
which there is significant
concern in environmental
media and biological samples.
Develop a targeted process to
assess and monitor levels of a
discrete number of priority
contaminants in the
environment.
83. Develop scientific
knowledge to strengthen and
accelerate innovation,
research, development,
training and education that
promote sustainability.
National
Governments
Industry
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
OECD)

National
Governments
Industry
NGOs
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP)
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP)
Industry
Research centres
NGOs

Actors 2
National
Governments
Industry
NGOs
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP)

National laboratory
accreditation systems
Capacity to maintain
laboratory equipment
Availability of trained
professionals

Training institutions
Research centres
Information

Analytical techniques are
developed and are
available in all countries.

Innovation is supported in
all countries.

2006–2015

National laboratory
accreditation systems
Capacity to maintain
laboratory equipment
Availability of trained
professionals

Implementation aspects
National laboratory
accreditation systems
Capacity to maintain
laboratory equipment
Availability of trained
professionals

2006–2010

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
Systems to monitor
2006–2010
exposure and socio
economic impacts are put
in place in all countries.
Assessment and monitoring
of exposures are completed
and remedial measures are
identified and implemented
in all countries.
Exposure monitoring
2006–2010
systems are established in
all countries.
Assessment and monitoring
of vulnerable groups have
been completed.

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

Work areas
Research,
monitoring and data

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

6060

61

Hazard data
generation and
availability

Work areas

85. Collect data on the use
patterns of chemicals for which
there is a reasonable basis of
concern where necessary to
support risk assessment
characterization and
communication.
86. Design mechanisms to
enable investigators from less
developed countries to
participate in the development
of information on risk
reduction.
87. Fill gaps in scientific
knowledge (e.g., gaps in
understanding of endocrine
disruptors).
88. Encourage partnerships to
promote activities aimed at the
collection, compilation and use
of additional scientific data.

Activities
84. Promote research into
technologies and alternatives
that are less resource intensive
and less polluting.

National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO,
UNITAR, OECD,
UNDP)
Professional
organizations such
as farmer
organizations

Research centres
Industry
IOMC (WHO)

National
Governments
Research
institutions

Actors 2
National
Governments
Industry
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
OECD)
National
Governments
NGOs
Industry
IOMC (UNEP,
WHO, OECD)

Gaps in scientific
knowledge are filled.
Partnerships to promote
activities aimed at the
collection and use of
additional scientific data are
established and are
sustained.

2006–2010

Mechanisms are designed.

2006–2010

2011–2015

Systems for data collection
are established in all
countries.
Databases are established
and are accessible in all
countries.

2006–2010

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2015
Research is advanced and
technologies and
alternatives are in use.

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

OECD High Production
Volume Chemicals
Programme

Industry long-range research
initiative

Model information on risk
reduction

Implementation aspects
Research centres
Alternatives developed
Information

62

61
61
90. Establish national priorities
for information generation for
chemicals that are not
produced in high volumes.

Activities
89. Generate and share
information detailing the
inherent hazards of all
chemicals in commerce, giving
priority to hazard information
for those chemicals that have
the greatest potential for
substantial or significant
exposures.

National priorities for
information generation for
chemicals that are not
produced in high volumes
are established in each
country.

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2008
Hazard data is generated
and made available on all
chemicals in use in a
country.

2006–2010 and
National
later
Governments
Trade unions
NGOs
Professional
organizations, e.g.,
farmer organizations
IOMC (WHO)

Actors 2
National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO,
UNITAR, OECD)
NGOs
Professional
organizations such
as farmer
organizations
Implementation aspects
GHS
OECD High Production
Volume Chemicals
Programme
Existing hazard information
should be systematically
identified, collected,
validated and shared to
avoid duplicative testing.
For the generation of new
information, advancements
in hazard identification and
other relevant approaches
that reduce the use of
animals for toxicity testing
should be applied.
Use appropriate measures,
where necessary according
to each country's own
situation, to promote the
timely generation of hazard
information.
When implementing the
activity, priority should be
given to hazard information
for those chemicals that
have greatest potential for
substantial or significant
exposures.
National experts
National budgets
Use of production/import
volume inventories of
chemicals in commerce and
collection or generation of
other relevant information
such as information on
significant exposure

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

Work areas

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

6262

63

Work areas

92. Agree to time frames for
industry, in cooperation and
coordination with other
stakeholders, to generate
hazard information for
high-production volume
chemicals not addressed
under existing commitments.
93. Promote the establishment
of generally applicable
guidelines on the respective
roles, responsibilities and
accountabilities of
Governments, producing and
importing enterprises and
suppliers of chemicals
concerning the generation and
assessment of hazard
information.
94. Further harmonize data
formats for hazard information.

Activities
91. Encourage the use of IPCS
health and safety cards
(international chemical safety
cards, or ICSCs)

GHS is implemented.

GHS is implemented.
Harmonized data formats
are developed and are in
use.

2006–2010

National
Governments
Industry
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
WHO, UNITAR,
OECD, UNDP)
Basel Convention
Secretariat

Time frames are agreed for
industry to generate hazard
information for highproduction volume
chemicals not addressed
under existing
commitments.

2006–2010

2006–2010

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
IPCS health and safety
cards are used.

National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, UNITAR,
OECD)

Actors 2
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO,
UNITAR, OECD)
Trade unions
NGOs
Professional
organizations such
as farmer
organizations
Industry
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
UNITAR, OECD)

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

Training

OECD High Production
Volume Chemicals
programme

Implementation aspects
Availability in appropriate
languages

64

63
63
National
Governments
Industry
Industry

100. Prepare safety data
sheets and labels.

National
Governments
IOMC (FAO,
UNIDO, UNITAR,
OECD, UNDP)
Industry

Industry

2006–2008

2006–2008

2006–2010

GHS is implemented.

Mechanisms are
established in all countries
for using new information
generated by industry.
New science-based
knowledge is developed
and is being used.
Information systems are
established.

Recognized procedures
and test methods are
established.

International initiative
OECD initiative on
increasing generation of
hazard data
Responsible Care
Information in appropriate
languages

OECD chemical programme
Global industry forums
UNIDO programme for all
industries

Testing facilities to verify
quality and contents of
pesticides offered for sale

Technical capacity

2006–2010

IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO,
UNITAR, OECD)
Industry
Trade unions

Approaches to prioritization
of chemicals for hazard
generation are developed.

Implementation aspects
Training

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Tiered approaches to
addressing screening
information requirements
for chemicals that are not
produced in high volumes
are established.

Actors 2
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
UNITAR, OECD)
Industry

99. Establish information
management systems for
hazard information.

Activities
95. Establish
recommendations on tiered
approaches to addressing
screening information
requirements for chemicals
that are not produced in high
volumes.
96. Identify possible
approaches for prioritization for
such chemicals that are not
necessarily based on
production volume but, e.g.,
build on significant exposures.
97. Ensure that each pesticide
is tested by recognized
procedures and test methods
to enable a full evaluation of its
efficacy, behaviour, fate,
hazard and risk, with respect to
anticipated conditions in
regions or countries where it is
used.
98. Encourage industry to
generate new science-based
knowledge, building on existing
initiatives.

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

GHS

Promotion of
industry
participation and
responsibility

Work areas

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

6464

65

102. Establish arrangements
for the timely exchange of
information on chemicals,
including what is necessary to
overcome barriers to
information exchange (e.g.,
providing information in local
languages).
103. Consider establishing a
clearing-house for information
on chemical safety to optimize
the use of resources.

Information
management and
dissemination

104. Ensure that all
Government officials from
developing countries and
countries with economies in
transition responsible for
chemicals management have
access to the Internet and
training in its use.

Activities
101. Complete GHS
awareness-raising and
capacity-building guidance and
training materials (including
GHS action plan development
guidance, national situation
analysis guidance and other
training tools) and make them
available to countries.

Work areas

IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO,
UNITAR, OECD,
UNDP)
Industry
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP)

National
Governments
Industry

Actors 2
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs
IOMC (ILO, WHO,
UNITAR)

A clearing-house for
information on chemical
safety is established.
All Government officials
from developing countries
and countries with
economies in transition
responsible for chemicals
management have access
to the Internet and are
trained in its use.

2006–2010

Stakeholders have access
to information in local
languages in all countries.

2006–2010

2006–2015

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2007
All countries have prepared
implementation strategies
for GHS.

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

Infrastructure
Training

Determination of feasibility

Implementation aspects
Awareness-raising activities
Sharing of the results of pilot
projects
Development of a roster of
GHS experts who can
provide support on training
and capacity-building
activities on the application
of GHS classification,
labelling, and safety data
sheets
GHS
Use of article 14 of the
Rotterdam Convention to
facilitate information
exchange on toxicology,
ecotoxicology and safety

66

65
65

107. Establish procedures to
ensure that any hazardous
material put into circulation is
accompanied, at a minimum,
by appropriate and reliable
safety data sheets which
provide information that is easy
to access, read and
understand, taking into
account GHS.
108. Articles and products
containing hazardous
substances should all be
accompanied by relevant
information for users, workplaces and at disposal sites.
109. Improve the information
base, including via electronic
media such as the Internet and
CD ROMs, in particular in
developing countries, ensuring
that information reaches
appropriate target groups to
enable their empowerment and
ensure their right to know.

Activities
105. Eliminate barriers to
information exchange for the
sound management of
chemicals in order to enhance
communication among
national, subregional, regional
and international stakeholders.
106. Strengthen the exchange
of technical information among
the academic, industrial,
governmental and
intergovernmental sectors.
2008

National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions

All stakeholders have
access to information.

All stakeholders have
access to information.

2006–2015

2011–2015

National
Governments
Industry

National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP,
OECD)
Trade unions

Infrastructure

Guidance to be developed
Information available in
appropriate languages

OECD High Production
Volume Chemicals
Programme
Responsible Care
Information in appropriate
languages

Infrastructure

2011–2015

Academia
National
Governments

Exchange of technical
information among the
academic, industrial,
governmental and
intergovernmental sectors
occurs freely.
GHS is implemented.

Implementation aspects
INFOCAP
Elimination of barriers to
information exchange

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
All stakeholders have
access to information on
the sound management of
chemicals.

Actors 2
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO,
UNITAR, OECD,
UNDP)

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

Work areas

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

6666

67

Work areas

Activities
110. Include a range of
preventive strategies,
education and
awareness-raising and
capacity-building in risk
communication.
111. For all chemicals in
commerce, appropriate
information detailing their
inherent hazards should be
made available to the public at
no charge and generated
where needed with essential
health, safety and
environmental information
made available. Other
information should be available
according to a balance
between the public's right to
know and the need to protect
valid confidential business
information and legitimate
proprietary interests.
112. Undertake awarenessraising for consumers, in
particular by educating them
on best practices for chemical
use, about the risks that the
chemicals they use pose to
themselves and their
environment and the pathways
by which exposures occur.
113. Establish informationexchange mechanisms on
contamination in border areas.
Consumer awarenessraising programmes are put
in place in all countries.

Mechanisms for exchange
of information are
established.

2006–2015

2006–2010

National
Governments
Industry
NGO

National
Governments

Infrastructure

Model legislation
Establishment of an
international repository on
hazard data (essential
health, safety and
environmental information)
that will be accessible free of
charge
Accessibility of other
information, balancing the
public's right to know and
the need to protect valid
confidential business
information and legitimate
proprietary interests

2008

National
Governments
Industry
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
WHO, UNITAR,
OECD)

GHS is implemented.

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
Implementation aspects
2011–2015
Risk reduction and
Model legislation
communication systems are Training in risk reduction
established in all countries.

Actors 2
National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

68

67
67
117. Evaluate the efficacy of
pesticide risk reduction
programmes and alternative
pest control methods currently
implemented and planned by
international organizations,
Governments, the pesticide,
agriculture and trade sectors
and other stakeholders.

115. Encourage and facilitate
exchange of information,
technology and expertise
within and among countries by
both the public and private
sectors for risk reduction and
mitigation.
116. Facilitate access to
research results related to
alternative pest control (both
chemical and non-chemical)
and crop protection measures
by pesticide users, those
exposed to pesticides and
extension services.

Activities
114. Improve access to and
use of information on
pesticides, particularly highly
toxic pesticides, and promote
alternative safer pest control
measures through networks
such as academia.

Actors 2
Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Information on pesticides,
Rotterdam
particularly highly toxic
Convention
pesticides, and alternative
Secretariat
safer pest control measures
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
is available to all
FAO, WHO, OECD,
stakeholders.
UNDP, World Bank)
Montreal Protocol
NGOs
Trade unions/labour
Industry
Stockholm
Convention
Secretariat
Academia
2006–2015
National
Systems for exchange of
Governments
information, technology and
expertise within and among
IOMC (UNEP, FAO,
countries by both the public
OECD)
and private sectors for risk
reduction and mitigation are
established in all countries.
2006–2015
Research results related to
National
alternative pest control
Governments
(both chemical and
IOMC (UNEP, FAO)
non-chemical) and crop
Industry
protection measures by
Trade unions
pesticide users, those
NGOs
exposed to pesticides and
extension services are
accessible to stakeholders.
2006–2015
Mechanisms to evaluate
National
the efficacy of pesticide risk
Governments
reduction programmes and
Industry
alternative pest control
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
methods are put in place.
FAO, WHO, OECD,
UNDP, World Bank)
NGOs
OECD risk reduction
programmes
Availability of methodologies

System to exchange
information

Infrastructure

Implementation aspects
Rotterdam Convention
Stockholm Convention
Databases

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
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Work areas
Highly toxic
pesticides risk
management and
reduction

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

6868

69

Life cycle

Work areas
Cleaner production

Activities
118. Undertake research into
innovative means of cleaner
production, including those
involving waste minimization in
all economic sectors.

Actors 2
Industry
Research centres
IOMC (UNEP,
UNIDO)
Basel Convention
Secretariat
119. Encourage management
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
practices that take into account FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
the full life-cycle approach to
UNITAR, OECD,
sustainable chemicals
UNDP)
management, emphasizing
Basel Convention
front-end pollution prevention
Secretariat
approaches.
National
Governments
National cleaner
production centres
Industry
NGOs
120. Address matters of policy National
integration in consideration of
Governments
life-cycle issues.
National cleaner
production centres
Industry
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, OECD,
UNDP)
Basel Convention
Secretariat

2011–2015

2011–2015

Integrated policies that
incorporate chemicals
management issues into
policies for food safety,
water and marine
ecosystem management,
health, occupational health
and safety, development
cooperation, sustainable
production and
consumption are adopted in
all countries.

Strategies and priorities,
taking into account the full
life-cycle approach to
sustainable chemicals
management, especially
regarding front-end
pollution prevention
approaches, are
established in all countries.

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2011–2015
Technologies that are
environmentally friendly are
developed and are used in
all economic sectors.

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

Model policies
Integration of chemicals
management issues into
policies for food safety,
water and marine ecosystem
management, health,
occupational health and
safety, development
cooperation, sustainable
production and consumption

Life-cycle strategies

Implementation aspects
Support for a culture of
innovation

70

69
69

Actors 2
Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
The life-cycle management
2011–2015
National
concept is used for the
Governments
sound management of
Industry
chemicals in all countries.
Trade unions
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, OECD,
UNDP)
Basel Convention
Secretariat
National cleaner
production centres
NGOs
2011–2015
Degradable or recycled
122. Promote products that are Industry
either degradable and are
products are promoted.
IOMC (UNEP, FAO)
returned to nature after use or
at end use are recycled as
industrial feedstocks to
produce new products.
2006–2010
Life cycle issues are
123. Incorporate life-cycle
National
incorporated in school
issues in school curricula.
Governments
curricula.
National cleaner
production centres
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, OECD,
UNDP)
Trade unions
NGOs
2011–2015
PRTRs are established in
124. Develop a national
International IGOs
all countries.
PRTR/emission inventory
IOMC (UNEP,
design process involving
UNIDO, UNITAR,
affected and interested parties. OECD, UNDP),
Stockholm
Convention
Secretariat
Regional
organizations
National
Governments

Activities
121. Utilize the life-cycle
management concept to
identify priority gaps in
chemicals management
regimes and practices and to
design actions to address gaps
in order to identify
opportunities to manage
hazardous products,
unintentional toxic emissions
and hazardous wastes at the
most advantageous point in
the chemical life cycle.

Infrastructure
Consideration of national
circumstances and needs

Expertise in curriculum
development

Awareness-raising
Research
Innovation

Implementation aspects
Training
Awareness-raising

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION
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PRTRs-creation of
national and
international
registers

Work areas

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

7070

71

Risk assessment,
management and
communication

Work areas

128. Responsible public
authorities should establish
general frameworks for risk
assessment procedures and
controls.
129. Carry out hazard
evaluations in accordance with
the requirements of
harmonized health and
environmental risk
assessments, including
internationally recommended
methodologies.

IOMC (UNEP,
UNIDO, UNITAR,
OECD, UNDP)

126. Develop manuals and
implementation guides to
explain in a simple form the
benefits provided by a registry
and the steps necessary to
develop one.
127. Manufacturers, importers
and formulators should assess
data and provide adequate and
reliable information to users.
2011–2015

2008

National
Governments
IOMC (WHO)

2008

2011–2015

GHS is implemented.

Manufacturers, importers
and formulators fulfil
responsibilities to assess
their products and inform
users.
Risk assessment
procedures and control
systems are established in
all countries.

Manuals and
implementation guides are
developed.

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
All stakeholders have
2011–2015
access to PRTR
information.
Emissions are reduced in
all countries.

National
Governments

National
Governments
Industry

Actors 2
National
Governments
NGOs
IOMC (UNEP,
UNIDO, UNITAR,
OECD, UNDP)

Activities
125. Use PRTRs tailored to
variable national conditions as
a source of valuable
environmental information for
industry, Governments and the
public and as mechanisms to
stimulate reductions in
emissions.

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

Availability of technical
capacity

Training

Availability of technical
capacity

Implementation aspects
Infrastructure

72

71
71

IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, OECD,
UNDP)

131. Address gaps in the
development of new tools for
risk assessment,
harmonization of risk
assessment methods, better
methods to estimate the
impacts of chemicals on health
in real-life situations and the
ability to access, interpret and
apply knowledge on risks.
132. Address gaps in the study
of chemical exposure
pathways and opportunities for
pathway intervention (e.g., in
food production).
133. Further develop
methodologies using
transparent science-based risk
assessment procedures and
science-based risk
management procedures,
taking into account the
precautionary approach.
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, OECD,
UNDP)
Industry
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, OECD,
UNDP)
NGOs

Actors 2
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, OECD,
UNDP)

Activities
130. Harmonize principles and
methods for risk assessment,
e.g., methods for vulnerable
groups, for specific
toxicological endpoints such as
carcinogenicity,
immunotoxicity, endocrine
disruption and ecotoxicology,
for new tools.

Information on chemical
exposure pathways and
opportunities for pathway
intervention are available.
Methodologies for risk
management are available
in all countries.

2016–2020

Appropriate risk
assessment tools are
developed and used.

2016–2020

2016–2020

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2016–2020
Risk assessment
methodologies are
harmonized for specific
target groups.

Availability of trained
professionals

Research capacity

Implementation aspects
Harmonization of
terminology used in hazard
and risk assessment
Use of molecular
epidemiology, clinical and
exposure data and scientific
advances in toxicogenomics
and methods relevant to
real-life exposures, e.g.,
aggregate/cumulative
exposures, use of simple
analytical methods for infield exposure assessment
Technical capacity

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION
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Work areas

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

7272

73

Work areas

135. Fill gaps in abilities to
access, interpret and apply
knowledge (e.g., improve
availability of information on
the hazards, risks and safe use
of chemicals, in forms relevant
to end users, and improve use
of existing risk assessments).
136. Develop common
principles for harmonized
approaches for performing and
reporting health and
environmental risk
assessments.
137. Improve understanding of
the impact of natural disasters
on releases of harmful
chemicals and resulting human
and wildlife exposures, as well
as possible measures to
mitigate them.

Activities
134. Compare assessments of
alternative products and
practices to ensure that they
do not pose larger risks.

National
Governments
NGOs
IOMC (WHO)

Research centres
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, OECD,
UNDP)

Actors 2
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, OECD,
UNDP)
National
Governments
Industry
NGOs
IOMC (UNEP,
WHO)

Studies are undertaken to
improve understanding of
the impact of natural
disasters on releases of
harmful chemicals and
resulting human and wildlife
exposures.
Results are disseminated to
relevant decision makers.
Mitigation measures are
developed and
implemented.

Harmonized methodology
for risk assessments is
available.

2011–2015

2011–2015

GHS

All stakeholders have
access to information on
chemicals.

2006–2010

Infrastructure

Implementation aspects
Availability of trained
professionals

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2016–2020
A system of comparative
evaluation of chemical
products is established in
all countries.

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

74

73
73

Existing global networks
are identified and links are
strengthened.

ILO Conventions 170, 174
and 184 are ratified and
implemented by all
countries and ILO
SafeWork programmes are
established in all countries.

2006–2010

2006–2010

IOMC (ILO, FAO,
WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP)
Basel Convention
Secretariat
Trade unions
IOMC (ILO)
National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions

142. Promote the
establishment of ILO SafeWork
programmes at the national
level and the ratification and
implementation of ILO
conventions 170, 174 and 184.

National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs

National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions

139. Promote research on the
development of appropriate
protective equipment.

140. Make information on
workplace chemicals from
intergovernmental
organizations readily and
conveniently available at no
charge to employers,
employees and Governments.
141. Strengthen global
information networks in the
sharing, exchange and delivery
of chemical safety information
(e.g. ILO, WHO, INFOCAP).

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
Means of developing and
2006–2010
updating internationally
evaluated sources of
information on chemicals in
the workplace by
intergovernmental
organizations, in forms and
languages suitable for use
by workplace participants,
are established in all
countries.
Research and development
2006–2010
of appropriate protective
gear is carried out in all
countries.
Appropriate protective
equipment is available in all
countries.
Mechanisms to make IGO
2006–2008
information on chemicals
readily available are
established in all countries.

Actors 2
IOMC (ILO, WHO,
UNIDO, OECD,
UNDP)
National
Governments
Trade unions/labour
Industry
NGOs

Activities
138. Establish a means of
developing and updating
internationally evaluated
sources of information on
chemicals in the workplace by
intergovernmental
organizations, in forms and
languages suitable for use by
workplace participants.

ILO conventions
Capacity-building

Necessary infrastructure

Infrastructure
GHS

ILO Global Strategy on
Occupational Safety and
Health
Research institutions

Implementation aspects
GHS

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION
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Work areas
Occupational safety
and health

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

7474

75

Work areas

Activities
143. Implement an integrated
approach to the safe use of
chemicals in the workplace by
establishing new mechanisms
for expanding and updating
ILO conventions related to
hazardous substances and
linking them to various other
actions such as those
associated with codes,
information dissemination,
enforcement, technical
cooperation, etc.
144. Establish approaches and
methods for communicating
the results of international risk
assessments to appropriate
workplace participants and
stipulate related roles and
responsibilities of employers,
employees and Governments.
145. Promote the
establishment of national
inspection systems for the
protection of employees from
the adverse effects of
chemicals and encourage
dialogue between employers
and employees to maximize
chemical safety and minimize
workplace hazards.
IOMC (ILO)
National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs

IOMC (ILO, WHO,
UNIDO, OECD,
UNDP)
National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions

Actors 2
IOMC (ILO)
National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions

Mechanisms for
IPCS
disseminating the results of OECD chemical programme
international risk
assessments to appropriate
workplace participants are
established in all countries.
National inspection systems ILO conventions
on safe use of chemicals
Capacity-building
are established in all
countries.

2006–2010

Implementation aspects
ILO conventions
Capacity-building

2006–2010

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
ILO conventions related to
hazardous substances are
updated and linked to other
related initiatives.

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

76

75
75
149. Establish the right of
employees to refuse to work in
hazardous environments if
they are not provided with
adequate and correct
information about hazardous
chemicals to which they are
exposed in their work
environment and about
appropriate ways in which to
protect themselves.

148. Eliminate workplace
hazards posed by chemicals
through simple, practical
methods, in particular chemical
control banding.

147. Stress the importance of
workers' right to know in all
sectors (formal and informal),
i.e., that the information
provided to workers should be
sufficient for them to protect
their safety and health as well
as the environment.

Activities
146. Strengthen
chemical-safety-related
information dissemination
among social partners and
through public media at the
national and international
levels.

Actors 2
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP)
Basel Convention
Secretariat
National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs
IOMC (ILO, FAO,
WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP)
National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs
IOMC (ILO, FAO,
WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP)
National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions
IOMC (ILO)
National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs
GHS
ILO Global Strategy on
Occupational Safety and
Health

2006–2010

ILO conventions and
strategies

Model legislation
Information in appropriate
languages

Workplace hazards due to
chemicals are eliminated.

The right of employees to
refuse to work in hazardous
environments is established
in all countries.

2006–2020

2006–2010

Workers' right to know in all
sectors is established in all
countries.

Implementation aspects
GHS

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Chemical-safety-related
information dissemination
systems are put in place in
all countries.

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION
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Work areas

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

7676

77

Work areas
Children and
chemical safety

National
Governments
IOMC (ILO, WHO,
OECD, UNDP)
Trade unions
NGOs
National
Governments
IOMC (WHO)
Trade unions

153. Develop broad strategies
specifically directed to the
health of children and young
families.

Actors 2
IOMC (ILO, WHO,
OECD,)
UNICEF,
Regional
organizations
National
Governments
Stakeholders
Trade unions
NGOs
Academia
National
Governments
Industry
IOMC (ILO, WHO,
OECD, UNDP)
NGOs

151. Promote the use of
comparable indicators of
children's environmental health
as part of a national
assessment and prioritization
process for managing
unacceptable risks to
children's health.
152. Consider potential
enhanced exposures and
vulnerabilities of children when
setting nationally acceptable
levels or criteria related to
chemicals.

Activities
150. Promote education and
training on children's chemical
safety.

2011–2015

2011–2015

Potential enhanced
exposures and
vulnerabilities of children
are considered when
setting nationally
acceptable levels or criteria
related to chemicals.
National strategies
specifically directed to the
health of children and
young families are put in
place in all countries.

Technical capacity available

Model legislation

Model legislation

2006–2010
A harmonized approach to
data collection, research,
legislation and regulations
and the use of indicators of
children's environmental
health is established.

Implementation aspects
Availability of training
programmes on children's
chemical safety
Sharing of experience

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Government officials and
key stakeholders are
trained on children's
chemical safety.

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

78

77
77
156. Undertake research into
alternative additives.

155. Provide appropriate
training and sensitization on
chemical safety for those
exposed to chemicals at each
stage from manufacture to
disposal (crop growers,
industries, enforcement
agents, etc.).

Activities
154. Incorporate chemical
safety and especially
understanding of the labelling
system of GHS into school and
university curricula.

Industry
Academia

Industry
Research centres

Actors 2
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, UNDP)
Basel Convention
Secretariat
National
Governments
Training institutions
Media institutes
Trade unions
NGOs
National
Governments
Trade unions
NGOs
IOMC (UNEP)
Basel Convention
Secretariat
National agricultural
extension services
Lead in gasoline is phased
out in all countries.

Alternatives to lead are
used in products.
Improved technologies for
small-scale recycling
industries are in place and
used.

2006–2010

2006–2010

Research centres
Possibilities for information
on alternatives provided by
the Rotterdam Convention
website
Technical and scientific
capacity

Training institutions
Training of trainers

2011–2015

All relevant officials are
trained in chemical safety.

Implementation aspects
Availability of training
material

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2011–2015
Chemical safety is included
in school and university
curricula in all countries.

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION
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157. Undertake research into
Mercury and other
chemicals of global alternatives for other
concern; chemicals lead-based products.
produced or used in
high volumes;
chemicals subject to
wide dispersive
uses; and other
chemicals of
concern at the
national level

Lead in gasoline

Work areas
Education and
training (public
awareness)

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

7878

79

Work areas
Sound agricultural
practices

160. Promote information
exchange on alternative and
ecological agricultural
practices, including on
non-chemical alternatives.

159. Establish ecologically
sound and integrated
strategies for the management
of pests and, where
appropriate, vectors for
communicable diseases.

Activities
158. Undertake research on
and implement better
agricultural practices, including
methods that do not require
the application of polluting or
harmful chemicals.

Actors 2
Agriculture
industry
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNDP,
World Bank)
Trade unions/labour
NGOs
Research centres
International
agricultural research
centres (CGIAR
centres and others)
and national
agricultural research
systems
Agriculture
Industry
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNDP,
World Bank)
Trade unions/labour
NGOs
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, OECD,
UNDP, World Bank)
National
Governments
Research and
accredited training
institutions
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs
Integrated strategies for the
management of pests are
established and
implemented in all
countries.

Information exchange
mechanisms on alternative
and ecological agricultural
practices are developed in
all countries.

2011–2015

2006–2010

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2011–2015
Better agricultural practices,
including methods that do
not require the application
of chemicals, are identified
and implemented in all
countries.

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

Training

Model legislation
Agricultural extension
services
Training institutions and
material

Implementation aspects
Model legislation
Agricultural extension
services
Training institutions and
material

80

79
79

Actors 2
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP,
World Bank)
Montreal Protocol
Basel Convention
Secretariat
Trade unions
NGOs

National
Governments
NGOs
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
OECD, UNDP,
World Bank)
Basel Convention
Secretariat
163. Undertake awarenessIOMC (UNEP)
raising and preventive
NGOs
measures campaigns in order
Media institutes
to promote safe use of
Industry
chemicals.
Trade unions
NGOs
164. Work to ensure broad and National
Governments
meaningful participation of
stakeholders, including
Industry
women, at all levels in devising Trade unions
responses to chemicals
NGOs
management challenges and
IOMC
in regulatory and
decision-making processes
that relate to chemical safety.

162. Support research on best
practices in waste
management resulting in
increased waste diversion and
recovery and reduced
chemical hazards for health
and the environment.

Activities
161. Implement information,
education and communication
packages on the sound
management of chemicals,
targeting key stakeholders
including waste handlers and
recyclers.

Implementation aspects
Training

Research
Dissemination

Information in appropriate
languages

Model legislation

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Effective and sustained
information, education and
communication activities on
sound management of
chemical waste are carried
out.

Best practices in waste
management to increase
waste diversion and
recovery and to reduce
chemical hazards are
identified, documented and
disseminated.
All stakeholders are
informed of chemical safety
issues.

All stakeholders including
women at all levels are
involved in devising
responses to chemicals
management challenges
and in regulatory and
decision-making processes
that relate to chemical
safety in all countries.

2006–2010

2006–2020

2006–2010

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION
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Stakeholder
participation

Work areas
Waste management
(and minimization)

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION (OBJECTIVE 2)

8080

81

Activities
165. Have in place multisectoral and multi-stakeholder
mechanisms to develop
national profiles and priority
actions.
166. With regard to the
implementation of national
programmes:
Develop comprehensive
national profiles;
Formalize inter-ministerial and
multi-stakeholder coordinating
mechanisms on chemicals
management issues, including
coordination of national
Government and multistakeholder positions in
international meetings;
Develop national chemical
safety policies outlining strategic goals and milestones
towards reaching the Johannesburg Summit 2020 goal;
Develop national chemicals
safety information exchange
systems;
Develop national strategies to
mobilize national and external
resources and to raise the
importance placed on
chemicals management within
national sustainable
development frameworks;
Develop policies of systematic
stakeholder involvement,
bringing synergies from
related initiatives on
chemicals management.

Work areas
Assessment of
national chemicals
management to
identify gaps and
prioritize actions

Implementation of
integrated national
programmes for the
sound management
of chemicals at the
national level in a
flexible manner

Actors 2
National Governments
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs
IOMC (UNITAR,
UNDP)
National
Governments
All Stakeholders
IOMC (UNEP,
UNITAR, UNDP)
Basel Convention
Secretariat

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING GOVERNANCE (OBJECTIVE 3)

2006–2010
All countries have
developed integrated
national programmes for the
sound management of
chemicals.

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
All countries have
2006–2010
mechanisms in place.

National poverty eradication
and development plans
Regional cooperation,
experience and best
practices
Participation of relevant
ministries and stakeholders
in coordination mechanisms
Technical capacity

Implementation aspects
Interagency and multistakeholder committees

82

81
81

169. Promote ratification and
implementation of all relevant
international instruments on
chemicals and hazardous
waste, encouraging and
improving partnerships and
coordination (e.g., Stockholm
Convention, Rotterdam
Convention, Basel
Convention, ILO conventions
and IMO conventions related
to chemicals such as the TBT
Convention) and ensuring that
necessary procedures are put
into place.

International
agreements

National
Governments
IOMC (ILO, FAO,
UNITAR)
National
Governments
International
convention
secretariats

Actors 2
IOMC (ILO)
National
Governments
Industry and
workers

GHS is implemented in all
countries.
All conventions are ratified
or comparable measures
are put in place and
implemented in all countries.

2006–2010

2006–2010

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2010
Effective follow-up
mechanisms are put in
place.

Model legislation
Funds for ratification and
implementation and
resources for designated
national authorities and focal
points

Model legislation

Implementation aspects
ILO guidance

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

GHS

Activities
167. Support efforts to
implement an integrated
approach to the safe use of
chemicals at the workplace by
establishing effective
mechanisms for following up
and updating information on
international instruments
related to hazardous
substances.
168. Review national
legislation and align it with
GHS requirements.

Work areas

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING GOVERNANCE (OBJECTIVE 3)

8282

83

Work areas

Activities
170. Establish or strengthen
coordination, cooperation and
partnerships, including
coordination among
institutions and processes
responsible for the
implementation of multilateral
environmental agreements at
the international, national and
local levels, in order to
address gaps in policies and
institutions, exploit potential
synergies and improve
coherence.
171. Consider approaches to
facilitate and strengthen
synergies and coordination
between chemicals and waste
conventions, including by
developing common
structures.
172. Consider evaluating the
possibilities and potential
benefits of using the Basel
and/or Stockholm Convention
ways and means for waste
management and disposal of
wastes of reclaimed
ozone-depleting substances
regulated under the Montreal
Protocol.
2006–2010

2006–2010

Secretariats of
multilateral
environmental
agreements
National
Governments
Secretariats of
multilateral
environmental
agreements
National
Governments

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Institutional coordination is
strengthened and reporting
requirements are
streamlined for all
conventions.
Plans for exploiting potential
synergies at all levels
among international
organizations involved in
chemicals management are
established.

Actors 2
Secretariats of
multilateral
environmental
agreements
National
Governments
IOMC
Montreal Protocol

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING GOVERNANCE (OBJECTIVE 3)
Implementation aspects
Clustering of secretariats
Inter-ministerial plans for
cooperation
Awareness-raising among
Government representatives
on governing bodies of
intergovernmental
organizations of the need for
inter-agency coherence

84

83
83

Activities
173. Develop pilot projects to
pursue implementation of
coordination between the
national focal points of
chemicals-related multilateral
environmental agreements
(Rotterdam, Stockholm and
Basel Conventions and
Montreal Protocol) to achieve
synergies in their
implementation.
174. Address gaps at the
domestic level in
implementation of existing
laws and policy instruments
promulgated in the context of
national environmental
management regimes,
including with respect to
meeting obligations under
international legally binding
instruments.
175. Ensure coherence with
the proposed Bali Strategic
Plan for Technology Support
and Capacity-building.
176. Promote, when
necessary, the further
development of international
agreements relating to
chemicals.
177. Establish the required
framework for creating
national PRTRs.
National
Governments
Stockholm
Convention
Secretariat
IOMC (UNEP,
UNIDO, UNITAR,
OECD, UNDP)
UNECE
Industry

National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP)
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP)

National
Governments
Secretariats of
multilateral
environmental
agreements

Actors 2
National focal
points
IOMC

Coherence with the Bali
Strategic plan is achieved.
Agreement is reached on
development of further
international agreements
relating to chemicals.

A framework for creating
Model legislation
national PRTRs is
established and PRTRs are
implemented in all countries.

2006–2010

2011–2015

Assessment of need for
further international
agreements

Gaps are identified in all
Guidance on criteria for the
countries.
identification of gaps
Strategies to fill gaps are put
in place.

Implementation aspects
Terms of reference

2006–2010

2006–2010

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Pilot projects are carried
out.
Results are published.

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

PRTRs-creation of
national and
international
registers

Work areas

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING GOVERNANCE (OBJECTIVE 3)

8484

85

Social and
economic
considerations

Work areas

182. Consider and apply
approaches to the
internalization of the costs to
human health, society and the
environment of the production
and use of chemicals,
consistent with Principle 16 of
the Rio Declaration.
183. Develop methodologies
and approaches for
integrating chemicals
management into social and
development strategies.

Activities
178. Promote a political
consensus in favour of public
access to national
environmental information.
179. Manage information
dissemination from PRTRs so
that risks are communicated
in a timely and accurate
fashion without unduly
alarming the public.
180. Promote harmonization
of environmental performance
requirements in the context of
international trade.
181. Establish the capacity to
collect and analyse social and
economic data.

IOMC

Studies of internalization of
costs are carried out in all
countries.

Methodologies are
developed.

2011–2015

Social and economic data
are collected in all countries.

2011–2015

2011–2015

Harmonized environmental
performance requirements
are developed.

2006–2010

Sufficient number of
scientists
Training of scientists
Awareness-raising for
stakeholders

Training of scientists
UNEP

Methodology

Infrastructure

Mechanisms for the
dissemination of timely and
accurate information from
PRTRs are developed.

2006–2010

IOMC (UNEP,
UNIDO, UNITAR,
OECD, UNDP)
National
Governments
NGOs
IOMC (UNEP,
UNIDO, UNITAR,
OECD)
National
Governments
IOMC
Trade unions/labour
NGOs
National
Governments
IOMC

Implementation aspects
Awareness-raising

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Public access to national
environmental information is
improved.

Actors 2
IOMC (UNEP,
UNIDO, UNITAR,
OECD, UNDP)

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING GOVERNANCE (OBJECTIVE 3)

86

85
85

Industry
National
Governments
Trade unions
National
Governments
Industry
Basel Convention
Secretariat
NGOs
Trade unions
National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs

185. Enhance efforts to
implement values of corporate
social and environmental
responsibility.
186. Develop frameworks for
promoting private-public
partnerships in the sound
management of chemicals
and wastes.
187. Develop a framework to
promote the active
involvement of all
stakeholders, including
non-governmental
organizations, managers,
workers and trade unions in
all enterprises private, public
and civil service (formal and
informal sector) in the sound
management of chemicals
and wastes.

Actors 2
National
Governments
IOMC

Activities
184. Include capacity-building
for the sound management of
chemicals as one of the
priorities in national poverty
reduction strategies and
country assistance strategies.

2006–2010

2011–2015

A framework is developed
and implemented.

Frameworks are developed
and implemented in all
countries.

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2011–2015
Capacity-building for the
sound management of
chemicals is incorporated as
one of the priorities in
national poverty reduction
strategies and country
assistance strategies in all
countries.
2006–2010
Values of corporate social
and environmental
responsibility are
implemented.

IGO and Government
support

Guidance
Model legislation

Information on social and
environmental responsibility

Implementation aspects
Guidance on capacitybuilding

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not f ully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

Work areas

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING GOVERNANCE (OBJECTIVE 3)

8686

87

189. Encourage use of
voluntary initiatives (e.g.,
Responsible Care and FAO
Code of Conduct)..
190. Promote corporate social
responsibility for the safe
production and use of all
products, including through
the development of
approaches that reduce
human and environmental
risks for all and do not simply
transfer risks to those least
able to address them.

Promote industry
participation and
responsibility

191. Promote innovations and
continuous improvement of
chemicals management
across the product chain.
192. Promote within the
industrial sector the adoption
of PRTRs and cleaner
production methods.

Activities
188. Build the capacities of
NGOs, civil society and
communities in developing
countries so that their
responsible and active
participation is facilitated.
This may include provision of
financial support and training
in chemical safety agreements
and concepts.

Work areas

Responsible Care and the
FAO Code of Conduct are
implemented in all relevant
countries.
GHS is implemented in all
countries and Responsible
Care is adopted in all
countries that manufacture
chemicals.
Systems are in place that
encourage and promote
corporate social and
environmental responsibility
in all countries.
Systems are in place that
encourage and promote
innovation in all countries.
Use of PRTRs and cleaner
production methods is
increased.

2006–2010

2006–2010

2006–2010

2006–2010

Industry
IOMC (UNIDO)

Industry
National
Governments
National
Governments

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Capacities of NGOs in
developing countries are
strengthened.

Industry
IOMC (FAO,
UNITAR)

Actors 2
National
Governments
IOMC

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING GOVERNANCE (OBJECTIVE 3)

National cleaner production
centres
Government support for
innovation
Awareness-raising

Responsible Care
United Nations Global
Compact
GHS
National cleaner production
centres
Industry participation in all
aspects of chemicals
management across the life
cycle of chemicals

Government support

Implementation aspects

88

87
87

Consultation processes are
in place in all countries.

Capacity-building strategies
and promotion of activities
to enhance each country's
legal and institutional
frameworks for
implementing chemical
safety across all relevant
ministries and Government
agencies are established in
all countries.

2006–2010

2006–2010

National
Governments
IOMC

2006–2010

National
Governments
Industry
NGOs

National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs

Policy, law and regulatory
frameworks and compliance
promotion and enforcement
are strengthened in all
countries.
Multi-stakeholder
coordination bodies on
chemicals are established in
all countries.

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Effective enforcement and
monitoring programmes are
in place in all countries.

2006–2010

195. Establish national
multi-stakeholder coordination
bodies on chemicals to
provide information and
increase awareness of their
risks.
196. Explore innovative
consultation processes, such
as mediated discussions, with
a view to finding common
ground and agreement among
affected sectors of society on
critical issues that impede
efforts to achieve the sound
management of chemicals.
197. Incorporate capacitybuilding strategies and
promote activities to enhance
each country's legal and
institutional framework for
implementing chemical safety
across all relevant ministries
and Government agencies.

194. Strengthen policy, law
and regulatory frameworks
and compliance promotion
and enforcement.

Actors 2
National
Governments
GEF, IOMC (UNEP,
ILO, FAO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, OECD,
UNDP), Convention
secretariats
Regional
organizations
Accredited training
institutions
National
Governments

Activities
193. Promote a culture of
compliance and accountability
and effective enforcement and
monitoring programmes,
including through the
development and application
of economic instruments.

Capacity-building strategies
Model legislation

Guidance
Terms of reference

Guidance
Terms of reference

Model legislation
Infrastructure

Implementation aspects
Establishment of
programmes
Model legislation

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

Work areas
Legal, policy and
institutional aspects

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING GOVERNANCE (OBJECTIVE 3)

8888

89

Protected areas

202. Ensure that pesticides
and chemicals issues are
considered within
environmental impact
assessments covering
protected areas.
203. Evaluate the dispersion
of pollutant releases (air,
water and ground) in
protected areas.

199. Establish effective
implementation and
monitoring arrangements.
200. Complete periodic
questionnaires to measure
implementation of the Bahia
Declaration.
201. Develop objective
indicators for evaluating the
influence of chemicals on
human health and the
environment.

Liability and
compensation

Stocktaking on
progress

Activities
198. Encourage countries to
harmonize their chemical
safety norms.

Work areas

2006–2010

2006–2010

National
Governments
GEF
Regional
organizations
National
Governments

Indicators for demonstrating
reductions of the risks
posed by chemicals to
human health and the
environment are
established.
Legislative mechanisms
related to protected areas,
including the use of
chemicals in those areas,
are established in all
countries.
Dispersion of pollutants to
protected areas is evaluated
in all countries.

requirements for
environmental impact
assessment and seismic
survey
Technical and research
capacity

Model legislation including

"no objection certificate"

Funds

Development of a
questionnaire
Infrastructure for analysis

Model legislation

2006–2010
Effective implementation
and monitoring mechanisms
are established.
Implementation of the Bahia
Declaration is reported in all
countries.

Implementation aspects
Safety norms
Model legislation

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2010–2015
Chemical safety norms are
harmonized in all countries.

2006–2020
IFCS
Regional
organizations
IGOs
IOMC ( UNEP, FAO, 2011–2015
WHO, OECD)
National
Governments

Actors 2
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP, ILO,
FAO, WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, OECD,
UNDP)
National
Governments

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING GOVERNANCE (OBJECTIVE 3)

90

89
89
206. Include civil society
representatives in
Government committees
formulating, carrying out and
monitoring SAICM
implementation plans.

Civil society and
public interest NGO
participation

Public interest
NGOs/civil society
Trade unions
IPEN
IOMC
National
Governments

IOMC ( UNEP,
UNITAR)

Actors 2
IOMC (IFCS)
WCO
Interpol
OPCW
Basel, Rotterdam
and other
convention
secretariats
Montreal Protocol
National
Governments
National customs
authorities

2006–2020

Civil society is represented
on national committees.

Trade and environment
policies are mutually
supportive.

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
National strategies for the
2006–2010
prevention, detection and
control of illegal traffic are
developed and implemented
in all countries.
The Rotterdam Convention
is ratified and implemented
by all countries.

Implementation aspects
Rotterdam Convention
WCO harmonized tariff
codes
Training
In particular, in line with
paragraph 1 of article 13 of
the Rotterdam Convention,
countries should give
appropriate support to
initiatives taken by WCO
members aiming at the
assignment of specific
harmonized system codes to
certain chemicals falling
under the Rotterdam
Convention and persistent
organic pollutants and
enabling their comparison to
environmental compliance
data.
Mechanisms for cooperation
between trade and
environment officials and
policy-makers at national
and international levels
Involvement of trade and
environment stakeholders
when developing chemicals
policies
Cooperation and information
exchange between
chemicals and waste
multilateral environmental
agreements and WTO
Participation in decisionmaking

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

205. Ensure mutual
supportiveness between trade
and environment policies.

Activities
204. Develop national
strategies for prevention,
detection and control of illegal
traffic, including the
strengthening of laws, judicial
mechanisms and the capacity
of customs administrations
and other national authorities
to control and prevent illegal
shipments of toxic and
hazardous chemicals.

Trade and
environment

Work areas
Prevention of illegal
traffic in toxic and
dangerous goods

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING GOVERNANCE (OBJECTIVE 3)

9090

91

Work areas
Assessment of
national chemicals
management to
identify gaps and
prioritize actions

Activities
207. Provide assistance and
training for the development of
national profiles.

Actors 2
National
Governments
GEF
IOMC (UNITAR,
UNDP)

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING GOVERNANCE (OBJECTIVE 3)
Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Assistance and training for
development of national
profiles is provided.

Implementation aspects
Training

92

91
91

Activities
208. Establish a systematic
approach in order to facilitate
the provision of advice concerning capacity-building for the
sound management of chemicals
at the country level to countries
that request it. For example:
Consider establishing a help
desk which would provide basic
advice to countries and/or refer
requests to relevant sources
(policy institutions, experts, data
banks, information, etc) of
expertise, policy guidance,
funding and guidelines;
Ensure that the process above
builds on existing information
and tools for capacity building
and acts in a complementary
way to existing initiatives;
Consider establishing
monitoring mechanisms as part
of the SAICM stocktaking
processes to evaluate the
usefulness of the process;
Implement a pilot project to test
and refine the concept prior to
global implementation.
209. Strengthen capacities
pertaining to infrastructure in
developing countries and countries with economies in transition through financial assistance
and technology transfer to such
countries with a view to addressing the widening gap between
developed and developing
countries and countries with
economies in transition.
IOMC
GEF
Basel Convention
Secretariat
International
financial
institutions

Actors 2
IOMC
Chemical
convention
secretariats
Trade unions

2006–2010

Financial, technical and
human capacities are
developed in all countries.

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
Number of countries
requesting assistance
Establishment:
20062010
Number of requests
Ongoing operation: received and responded to
Types of request received
2011–2020

Training
Implementation of
technology transfer and
updating of programmes

Development and
implementation of process
as proposed in document
SAICM/PrepCom3/Inf/9

Implementation aspects

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

Work areas
Capacity-building to
support national
actions

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING CAPACITY-BUILDING AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION (OBJECTIVE 4)

9292

93

Work areas

213. Develop sustainable
capacity-building strategies in
developing countries and
countries with economies in
transition, recognizing the
cross-cutting nature of
capacity-building for chemical
safety.

212. Coordinate assistance
programmes at the bilateral and
multilateral levels that support
capacity-building activities and
strategies by developed
countries.

Activities
210. Promote the development
of databases based on scientific
assessment and the
establishment of centres for the
collection and exchange of
information at the national,
regional and international levels.
211. Promote programmes to
develop chemicals-management
instruments (national profiles,
national implementation plans,
national emergency
preparedness and response
plans).

Cleaner production
technologies are developed
and adopted in all countries.

Assistance programmes are
coordinated.

2006–2010

2006–2010

Model legislation
Training
Coordination mechanism
Sharing of experiences on
national profiles

National profiles and
implementation plans are
developed and national
emergency preparedness
and response plans are in
place.

2006–2010

National
Governments
Research and
accredited training institutions
IOMC
BCRCs
Trade unions
NGOs
National
Governments
IGOs
NGOs
Trade unions
IOMC
IOMC
BCRCs
GEF
Training

Exchange of information on
past and ongoing assistance
provision activities
Development of assistance
programmes

Implementation aspects
Availability of methodologies
Training

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Databases, chemical
registers and data collection
and information exchange
centres are established in all
countries.

Actors 2
IOMC

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING CAPACITY-BUILDING AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION (OBJECTIVE 4)

94

93
93

Sound chemicals
Training
management is incorporated
into national programmes.
A pool of skilled scientists
and technical personnel is
established in each country.

2006–2010

2006–2010

National
Governments
IOMC
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs
IOMC
GEF
IOMC
BCRCs
National
Governments

217. Develop competencies and
capacities for the national
planning of projects relevant to
the management of chemicals.
218. Establish programmes for
scientific and technical training
of personnel, including customs
personnel.

2006–2010

International and national
training programmes and
institutions

National policy
Training

Model legislation
Training

Revision of national
legislation is in line with
provisions of international
conventions.
Responsible persons, e.g.,
focal points and designated
national authorities, are
appointed in each country.
Institutional frameworks
required for the
implementation of
international conventions
are established in all
countries.
Lists of relevant
stakeholders are
established.
Relevant stakeholders are
involved in all capacitybuilding programmes in all
countries.

2006–2010

216. Involve all stakeholders in
the elaboration and
implementation of
comprehensive plans for
enhanced capacity-building.

215. Strengthen capacities in
developing countries and
countries with economies in
transition pertaining to
implementation of international
conventions concerning
chemicals.

Implementation aspects
Coordination mechanisms
and options
Training

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Coordination mechanisms
for information exchange
are in place and use of
existing mechanisms, e.g.,
INFOCAP, increases.

Actors 2
IOMC
Basel Convention
Secretariat
National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs
INFOCAP
Secretariats for
Rotterdam and
Stockholm
Conventions
IOMC
Basel Convention
Secretariat
National
Governments

Activities
214. Promote contributions to
and use of, e.g., INFOCAP for
exchanging information and
increasing coordination and
cooperation on capacity-building
activities for chemical safety.

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

Work areas

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING CAPACITY-BUILDING AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION (OBJECTIVE 4)

9494

95

Work areas

223. Address capacity needs for
regulatory and voluntary
approaches to chemicals
management.

221. Establish or strengthen
national infrastructure, including
for information management,
poison control centres and
emergency response
capabilities for chemical
incidents.
222. Develop resources for
national implementation plans
and projects.

220. Establish regional
reference laboratories operated
in accordance with international
standards.

Activities
219. Establish national or
regional laboratory facilities,
complete with modern
instruments and equipment,
including those necessary for
testing emissions and operating
according to national standards.

IOMC (UNEP,
ILO, FAO, UNDP)
National
Governments
Trade unions
Industry
National
Governments
Industry
IOMC (UNEP,
ILO, FAO, WHO,
UNDP)

Actors 2
IOMC (UNEP,
FAO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, UNDP)
National
Governments
Research
institutions
Industry
IOMC (UNEP,
FAO, UNIDO,
UNITAR)
National
Governments
Research
institutions
Industry
IOMC (UNEP,
ILO, FAO, WHO,
UNIDO, UNITAR,
UNDP)
National
Governments
Infrastructure for the sound
Methodologies and
management of chemicals is guidelines
established in all countries.
Model legislation
Training
Guidelines
Funding mechanisms and
options
Training

Identification of regulatory
and voluntary approaches
Availability of assessment
methodologies
Training

Resources for national
implementation plans and
projects are available.

Capacity needs
assessments for regulatory
and voluntary approaches
are accomplished in all
countries.

2006–2010

2006–2010

2006–2010

International standards
Training

National reference
laboratories are established
in each country.

Implementation aspects
Model legislation
Training

2006–2010

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
National laboratory facilities,
complete with modern
instruments and equipment,
are established in all
countries.

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING CAPACITY-BUILDING AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION (OBJECTIVE 4)

96

95
95
228. Develop infrastructure to
redress the lack of accreditation
bodies and accredited and
reference laboratories with
capacity to sample
environmental and human
matrices and foodstuffs.

227. Strengthen mechanisms
for reporting and consolidating
information necessary to
produce baseline overviews that
will help determine domestic
management priorities and gaps
(e.g., PRTRs and inventories),
taking into account industry
reporting initiatives.

226. Strengthen technical
capacity and availability of
technology (including
technology transfer).

Activities
224. Improve coordination at the
national level and strengthen
policy integration across
sectors, including the
development of partnerships
with the private sector.
225. Integrate the sound
management of chemicals
capacity within ministries
involved in supporting chemicals
production, use and
management.

2006–2010

2006–2010

Accredited and reference
laboratories are established
at the regional and national
levels.

Technical capacity is
developed in all countries.
Steps to improve available
technology are taken in all
countries.
Only appropriate technology
is transferred to developing
countries and countries with
economies in transition.
Multi-stakeholder
mechanisms for reporting
and consolidating
information necessary to
produce baseline overviews
are established in all
countries.

2006–2010

National
Governments
Research
institutions
IOMC (UNEP,
ILO, FAO, WHO)
BCRCs
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP,
FAO, UNIDO)
Industry

Model legislation
National policy
Cross-sectoral coordinating
mechanisms

Sound management of
chemicals is incorporated in
ministerial plans and
programmes in each
country.

2006–2010

National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs
IOMC (FAO,
UNDP)
IOMC (UNEP,
FAO, UNIDO,
UNDP)
BCRCs
National
Governments

Standards
Training

Methodologies and protocols
Training

Needs assessment on
technical capacity
Evaluation of existing
technologies
Availability of safe
technologies
Training

Implementation aspects
National policies
Training

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Multi-stakeholder
coordination mechanisms
and institutional frameworks
are established in all
countries.

Actors 2
National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION

The columns dealing with suggested actors, targets and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects were not fully discussed and sufficient time was
not available to achieve agreement during the process to develop the Strategic Approach.

Work areas

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING CAPACITY-BUILDING AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION (OBJECTIVE 4)

9696

97

Work areas

Actors 2
National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP,
ILO, FAO, WHO,
UNITAR)
Trade unions

National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP,
ILO, FAO, WHO,
UNITAR)
Trade unions
231. Address training needed to National
develop capacity in legislative
Governments
approaches, policy formulation,
IOMC (UNEP,
analysis and management.
ILO, FAO, WHO,
UNITAR, UNDP)
Trade unions
232. Provide training in the
National
application of relevant liability
Governments
and compensation mechanisms. IOMC (UNEP,
ILO)
Trade unions
NGOs
233. Provide training in
National
emergency response.
Governments
IOMC (UNEP,
FAO, WHO)
Industry
Trade unions

230. Develop training
programmes in risk assessment
and management-related health
techniques and communication.

Activities
229. Establish the necessary
training and infrastructure for
undertaking the necessary
testing of chemicals for their
management across their life
cycle.

Training in emergency
response is provided in all
countries.

2006–2010

Model legislation
Availability of emergency
methodologies
Training

Model legislation
Liability and compensation
methodologies and models
Training
APPEL programme

Model legislation
Training

Training needs
assessments in legislative
approaches, policy
formulation, analysis and
management are
undertaken in all countries.
Training in the application of
liability and compensation
mechanisms is provided in
all countries.

2006–2010

2006–2010

Risk assessment and
management methodologies
Training

Training programmes in risk
assessment and
management are
established in all countries.

2006–2010

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
Implementation aspects
2006–2010
Training institutions and
Standards
chemical testing laboratories Training
are established in all
countries.

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING CAPACITY-BUILDING AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION (OBJECTIVE 4)

98

97
97
National
Governments
IOMC (WHO)

IOMC (UNEP,
ILO, FAO, WHO)
BCRCs
National
Governments
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs
Industry
National
Governments

235. Outline specific capacitybuilding measures for each
region.

236. Develop tools to assist
industry to provide simplified
chemicals information to
Government and individual
users.
237. Establish and strengthen
poison control centres to
provide toxicological information
and advice; develop relevant
clinical and analytical
toxicological facilities according
to the needs identified and
resources available in each
country.

Actors 2
IOMC (UNEP,
FAO, UNITAR)
Basel
Convention
Secretariat
National
Governments
Industry

Activities
234. Provide the necessary
technical training and financial
resources for national
Governments to detect and
prevent illegal traffic in toxic and
dangerous goods and
hazardous wastes.

2006–2010

2006–2010

Poison control centres are
established and
strengthened and clinical
and analytical toxicological
facilities are established in
all countries, according to
needs and available
resources.

Tools for the provision of
simplified information are
developed.

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2015
Training and financial
resources for national
Governments to detect and
prevent illegal traffic in toxic
and dangerous goods and
hazardous wastes are
provided to all countries that
require it.
The capacity of countries to
detect and prevent illegal
traffic in toxic and
dangerous goods and
hazardous waste is
improved.
Specific capacity-building
2006–2010
measures are identified in
all regions.

WHO poison centre initiative

Infrastructure

Methodologies
Training

Implementation aspects
Training
Detection and prevention
methodologies

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION
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Formulation of
preventive and
response measures
to mitigate
environmental and
health impacts of
emergencies
involving chemicals

Work areas

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING CAPACITY-BUILDING AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION (OBJECTIVE 4)

9898

99

Work areas
Cleaner production

241. Design clear and simple
manuals and guides on practical
measures to assess production
methods and implement
improvements.
242. Promote the transfer of
technology and knowledge for
cleaner production and
manufacture of alternatives.

240. Clearly define needs with
respect to training of trainers.

239. Consider means to control
the transboundary movement of
dirty technologies.

Activities
238. Provide training in cleaner
production techniques.

National
Governments
IOMC (UNEP,
FAO, WHO,
UNIDO, UNDP,
World Bank)
GEF
NGOs
Trade unions
Industry

Actors 2
IOMC (UNEP,
UNIDO)
National
Governments
Research
institutions
National cleaner
production centres
IOMC (UNEP,
UNIDO)
National
Governments
Industry
National
Governments
Industry
IOMC (UNEP)
IOMC (UNEP,
UNIDO)
Clear and simple manuals
and guides are designed.

Instructors'training needs
are clearly defined.

2006–2010

2006–2010

Model legislation
Training

Mechanisms for preventing
transboundary movement of
dirty technologies are
developed in all countries.

2006–2010

Availability of technical
capacity

Availability of technical
capacity

Implementation aspects
Availability of methodologies
Training

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Training in cleaner
production techniques is
provided in all countries

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING CAPACITY-BUILDING AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION (OBJECTIVE 4)

100

99
99
246. Establish needed
infrastructure for research into
the impact of exposure to
chemicals on children and
women.

Activities
243. Establish infrastructure for
analyzing and remediating
contaminated sites.
Provide training in rehabilitation
approaches.
Develop capacity to rehabilitate
contaminated sites.
Develop remediation
techniques.
Increase international
cooperation in the provision of
technical and financial
assistance to remedy
environmental and human
health effects of chemicals
caused by chemical accidents,
mismanagement, military
practices and wars.
244. Develop capacity to identify
alternatives to lead in gasoline,
establish the necessary
infrastructure for analysing
gasoline and upgrade the
infrastructure needed to
introduce unleaded gasoline.
245. Develop mechanisms to
facilitate collaborative national
and international research and
shared technology.
IOMC (ILO, WHO)
UNICEF
Regional
organizations
National
Governments
Research
organizations
IOMC (ILO, WHO)
UNICEF
National
Governments
Stakeholders
Trade unions
Regional
organizations

IOMC (UNEP,
UNIDO)
Regional bodies
National
Governments
Industry

Actors 2
IOMC (UNEP,
FAO, WHO,
UNIDO, UNDP)
GEF
Regional bodies
(Basel Convention
regional training
centres)
National
Governments
Accredited
training
institutions
Industry
Trade unions

Infrastructure for analysing
gasoline is established in all
countries.

Mechanisms to facilitate
collaborative national and
international research and
shared technologies are
developed.

Research on the impact of
exposure to chemicals on
children and women is
undertaken.

2006–2010

2006–2010

2006–2010

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
Infrastructure for analysing
2011–2015
and remediating
contaminated sites is
established in all countries.
Training programmes in
rehabilitation of
contaminated sites are
developed and implemented
in all countries.
International technical and
financial assistance is
provided to developing
countries and countries with
economies in transition.

Research centres

Availability of methodologies
Training

Model legislation
Methodologies available
Training

Implementation aspects
Model legislation
Inventory and assessment of
contaminated sites
Remediation techniques and
approaches
Training

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION
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Children and
chemical safety

Lead in gasoline

Work areas
Remediation of
contaminated sites

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING CAPACITY-BUILDING AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION (OBJECTIVE 4)

100
100

101

Trade and
environment

251. Provide training on links
between trade and environment,
including needed negotiating
skills.

250. Make available sufficient
financial and technical
resources to support national
and regional GHS capacitybuilding projects in developing
countries and countries with
economies in transition.
IOMC (UNEP,
UNITAR)
WTO
National
Governments
Accredited
training
institutions

2006–2010

Sufficient financial and
technical resources to
support national and
regional GHS
capacity-building projects in
developing countries and
countries with economies in
transition are available.
Training programmes in
links between trade and
environment, including
needed negotiating skills,
are developed in all
countries.

Availability of methodologies
Training

Availability of national GHS
capacity-building
programmes
Sharing of results of UNITAR
pilot projects

Multi-stakeholder training
programmes on hazard
classification are developed
and implemented in all
countries.

2006–2010

National
Governments
IOMC (WHO,
FAO, OECD,
UNITAR)
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs
IOMC (FAO,
UNITAR, OECD)
GEF
2006–2010

Availability of criteria for
hazard classification
Training

Accredited testing facilities
for GHS purposes are
established at least in all
economic regions.

2011–2015

National
Governments

248. Establish accredited testing
facilities to undertake testing of
hazard characteristics of
chemicals for classification and
verification of label information.
249. Promote training in hazard
classification.

Implementation of
GHS

Implementation aspects
Accreditation systems
Financial resources
Training
UNEP APELL
UNEP PRTR programmes
ILAC extension of
accreditation systems to all
regions

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2016–2020
Accredited testing facilities
for chemicals are
established in all regions.

Activities
Actors 2
247. Establish accredited testing Industry
facilities for chemicals.
ILAC
National
Governments

Work areas
Risk assessment,
management and
communication

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING CAPACITY-BUILDING AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION (OBJECTIVE 4)

101
101

102
256. Develop and enhance the
capacity to acquire, generate,
store, disseminate and access
information, including
INFOCAP.
257. Establish the capacity to
undertake social and economic
impact assessment.

Information
management and
dissemination

Social and
economic
considerations

IOMC (ILO, FAO,
WHO)
National
Governments
Trade unions
Industry
IOMC (ILO,
UNEP, UNITAR)
National
Governments
NGOs
Trade
unions/labour
National
Governments
IOMC (OECD)

National
Governments
IOMC (UNDP)
Regional
organizations
Trade unions
NGOs
IOMC (UNDP)
National
Governments

Actors 2
IOMC (UNEP,
FAO, UNITAR)

2011–2015

2006–2010

2006–2010

2011–2015

2006–2010

Research institutions are
established in all countries.

All countries have the
capacity to generate data
and make it available to
stakeholders.

The number of trained
personnel has increased
and laboratory facilities are
in place.
Training capacity is in place.

Training programmes in the
concept of protected areas
are developed in each
country.

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Cooperation is increased.

Training of scientists

Necessary infrastructure in
place
Ability to interpret and apply
knowledge
Training
Awareness-raising

ILO Global Strategy on
Occupational Safety and
Health

Methodologies
Training

Implementation aspects
Discussion at meetings of
conferences of parties

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION
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255. Promote the necessary
training and capacity-building for
all people involved directly and
indirectly with chemical use and
disposal.

254. Undertake capacitybuilding in identifying and
monitoring biological indicators.

Activities
252. Encourage cooperation
between secretariats of
multilateral trade and
multilateral environmental
agreements in development of
programmes and materials to
enhance mutual understanding
of the rules and disciplines in
the two areas among
Governments,
intergovernmental institutions
and other stakeholders.
253. Provide training in the
concept of protected areas.

Occupational health
and safety

-Protected areas

Work areas

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING CAPACITY-BUILDING AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION (OBJECTIVE 4)

102
102

103

Work areas
Waste management

262. Implement demonstration
projects on waste minimization
and efficient resource
management in different
countries with bilateral or
multilateral support.

261. Train customs officials to
detect illegal transboundary
movements of waste.

260. Undertake training
programmes for preventing the
exposure of waste handlers and
recyclers, particularly waste
scavengers, to hazardous
chemicals and waste.

259. Develop national and local
capacities to monitor, assess
and mitigate chemical impacts
of dumps, landfills and other
waste facilities on human health
and the environment.

Activities
258. Implement capacitybuilding programmes on waste
minimization and increased
resource efficiency, including
zero waste resource
management, waste prevention,
substitution and toxic use
reduction, to reduce the volume
and toxicity of discarded
materials.

Actors 2
National
Governments
IOMC (FAO,
WHO, UNIDO,
UNITAR, UNDP)
NGOs
Basel Convention
Secretariat
BCRCs
Trade unions
IOMC (UNEP,
WHO, UNIDO,
UNDP)
National
Governments
Trade unions
NGOs
National
Governments
Trade unions
NGOs
Basel Convention
Secretariat
BCRCs
IOMC (ILO)
National
Governments
WCO
BCRCs
IOMC (UNEP,
FAO, UNIDO,
UNDP)
BCRCs
National
Governments
Trade unions
NGOs
2006–2010

2006–2010

2006–2010

2006–2010

Customs officials are trained
to detect illegal
transboundary movements
of waste.
Zero waste demonstration
projects are identified,
supported and carried out.

Essential technical and
other skills are developed
for monitoring, assessing
and mitigating chemical
problems for dumps,
landfills and other waste
facilities.
Training programmes
addressing the chemical
safety needs of waste
handlers and recyclers are
implemented.

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
Programmes are executed
2006–2010
to assist national/local
authorities to develop zero
waste resource
management.

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING CAPACITY-BUILDING AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION (OBJECTIVE 4)

Infrastructure
Trained professionals

Training

Technical assistance
Training

Provision of assistance
including training and
equipment through
assistance programmes

Implementation aspects
Provision of expertise,
information
Transfer of knowledge
required for reduction of
volume and toxicity of
discarded material

103
103

104
267. Address how international
conventions related to the
sound management of
chemicals and national laws
may be more effectively applied
to the transboundary movement
of toxic and hazardous
chemicals.

266. Expand the level of
coordination and cooperation
among all stakeholders.

SAICM financial
mechanism

264. Address the matter of
resources and operational
mechanisms for technical and
financial assistance for
developing countries and
countries with economies in
transition, either directly or
through a relevant regional
organization.
265. Assess the extent and
impact of illegal traffic at the
international, regional,
subregional, and national levels.
2006–2010

Awareness-raising

Coordination among all
stakeholders is enhanced
in all countries.
Mechanisms to control
transboundary movement
of toxic and hazardous
chemicals are in place.

Clarification of the definition
of illegal international traffic

Availability of funds
Development of criteria for
accessing funds

Implementation aspects
WCO harmonized tariff
codes
Training
Cooperation with WCO

An assessment of the
extent of illegal traffic is
undertaken.

A reliable and sustainable
financing mechanism is in
place.

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Harmonized tariff codes
developed by WCO for
chemicals regulated in
terms of international
instruments are
implemented in all
countries.

2006–2010
National
Governments
Regional
organizations, e.g.,
COMESA, AU,
EAC, SADC, etc.
2006–2010
National
Governments
Trade unions
NGOs
International actors
2006–2010
National
Governments
IFCS
Rotterdam and
Basel convention
secretariats
Trade unions
NGOs

Actors 2
National
Governments
WCO

Activities
263. Promote with WCO the
dissemination and use of
customs risk profiles and
material safety sheets as official
means of identifying probable
cases of illegal traffic.

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION
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Work areas
Prevention of illegal
traffic in toxic and
dangerous goods

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING ILLEGAL TRAFFIC (OBJECTIVE 5)

104

105

Waste management

Work areas

National
Governments

270. Train customs, agricultural
and health officials to detect
illegal toxic hazardous
chemicals.
271. Create a global information
network, including early warning
systems, across international
borders, especially at the
regional level.
272. Strengthen national
strategies for prevention,
detection and control of illegal
transboundary movements of
waste.

IGOs

269. Promote the adoption by
intergovernmental organizations
of decisions on the prevention of
illegal international traffic in toxic
and hazardous products.

Interpol
National Governments
WCO
WTO
Trade unions
NGOs
National
Governments
BCRCs
Basel Convention
Secretariat
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs

Actors 2
National
Governments
IFCS
WCO
IGOs

Activities
268. Promote efforts to prevent
illegal international trafficking of
toxic and hazardous chemicals
and to prevent damage resulting
from their transboun-dary
movement and disposal.

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING ILLEGAL TRAFFIC (OBJECTIVE 5)

2006–2010

2011–2015

2006–2010

2006–2010

Strengthened strategies are
in place.

Intergovernmental
organizations have adopted
decisions on the prevention
of illegal international traffic
in toxic and hazardous
products.
Customs, agricultural and
health officials are trained
to detect illegal toxic and
hazardous chemicals.
An information network,
including early warning
systems, is established for
all regions.

Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Enforcement mechanisms
are in place.
Illegal trafficking of toxic
and hazardous chemicals is
reduced.

Provision of training and
required equipment

Type of early warning
system identified

Chemical conventions
Availability of information on
extent of illegal traffic
Capacity at the national level
to implement control
systems

Implementation aspects
Provision of training and
required equipment
Legislation in place

106

105

Activities
273. Promote efforts to prevent
illegal traffic of waste.

Actors 2
National
Governments
Basel Convention
Secretariat
Industry
Trade unions
NGOs
Targets/Timeframe Indicators of progress
2006–2010
Illegal transboundary
movements of waste are
reduced.

Implementation aspects
Legislation
Availability of trained
professionals

GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION
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Work areas

WORK AREAS ADDRESSING ILLEGAL TRAFFIC (OBJECTIVE 5)

List of acronyms and abbreviations used in Table B
APELL
AU
BAT/BEP
BCRC
CEFIC
CGIAR
COMESA
EAC
FAO
GEF
GHS
IFCS
IGO
ILAC
ILO
INFOCAP
Interpol
IOMC
IPCS
IPEN
NGO
OECD
OPCW
PRTR
Rio
Declaration
SADC
SAICM
TBT
Convention
UNDP
UNEP
UNICEF
UNIDO
UNITAR
WCO
WHO
WTO

Awareness and Preparedness for Emergencies at a Local Level
African Union
Best available techniques/Best environmental practices
Basel Convention regional centre
European Chemical Industry Council
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research
Common Market of East and Southern Africa
East African Community
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Global Environment Facility
Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of
Chemicals
Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety
Intergovernmental organization
International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation
International Labour Organization
Information Exchange Network on Capacity-building for the
Sound Management of Chemicals
International Criminal Police Organization
Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of
Chemicals
International Programme for Chemical Safety
International POPs Elimination Network
Non-governmental organization
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
Pollutant release and transfer register
Rio Declaration on Environment and Development
Southern African Development Community
Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management
International Convention on the Control of Harmful Antifouling
Systems on Ships
United Nations Development Programme
United Nations Environment Programme
United Nations Children's Fund
United Nations Industrial Development Organization
United Nations Institute for Training and Research
World Customs Organization
World Health Organization
World Trade Organization
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Resolutions
Adopted by the International Conference on Chemicals Management at its
first session, held in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, from 4 to 6 February
2006

I/1. Implementation arrangements
The Conference,
Having adopted the Dubai Declaration on International Chemicals
Management and Overarching Policy Strategy and encouraged the use
and further development of the Global Plan of Action for the Strategic
Approach to International Chemicals Management (hereinafter referred to
as the Strategic Approach),"
Having incorporated implementation provisions within the text of the
Overarching Policy Strategy of the Strategic Approach,
Wishing to highlight the common dedication of the participants at the
Conference to cooperating in achieving high standards for health and
environmental protection and taking advantage of the diversity that each of
them brings to the Strategic Approach process,
Acknowledging that the participants come from many different geographical
regions with different experiences, ideas and mechanisms for approaching
chemicals management and that such diversity should be allowed to serve
common goals and that all efforts and experiences should offer new
lessons for facing the problems that affect all humankind,

Recalling decisions SS.VII/3 of 15 February 2002, 22/4 IV of 7 February
2003 and 23/9 II of 25 February 2005 of the Governing Council of the
United Nations Environment Programme on the development of a strategic
approach to international chemicals management, as endorsed by the
World Summit on Sustainable Development in September 2002 and the
United Nations World Summit 2 in September 2005,
1

Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, para. 23 ( Report of the
World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa, 26 August 4 September 2002
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.03.II. A.1 and corrigendum), chap I, resolution 2, annex).
2
General Assembly resolution 60/1 of 6 September 2005, para. 56 (k).
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RESOLUTIONS

Considering that arrangements are essential to implement expeditiously
the Strategic Approach, to protect human health and the environment and
to reach the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation1 goal that, by 2020,
chemicals are used and produced in ways that minimize significant adverse
effects on human health and the environment,

1.
Calls on all stakeholders, including Governments, intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations, regional economic integration
organizations, representatives of civil society and the private sector, to take
appropriate action to achieve the objectives set forth in the Strategic
Approach;
2.
Encourages Governments to focus their initial implementation work
on those activities that will facilitate a prompt start in efforts to achieve the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation 2020 goal and the objectives set
forth in the Strategic Approach, such as by continuing to facilitate existing
international chemicals management priorities and considering additional
efforts that are needed to develop a national Strategic Approach
implementation plan, including the building of appropriate capacities and
institutional arrangements, taking into consideration, as appropriate,
existing priorities and elements;
3.
Commends the Strategic Approach to the attention of the governing
bodies of relevant intergovernmental organizations and encourages them
to endorse or otherwise appropriately acknowledge the Strategic Approach
with a view to incorporating its objectives into their programmes of work
within their mandates and to report thereon to the International Conference
on Chemicals Management;
4.
Encourages non-governmental organizations and the private sector to
support implementation of the Strategic Approach at the national, regional
and global levels, including through partnerships with Governments,
intergovernmental organizations, regional economic integration
organizations and other stakeholders;
5.
Invites the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment
Programme to convene further sessions of the International Conference on
Chemicals Management, working in collaboration with the participating
organizations of the Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound
Management of Chemicals, the United Nations Development Programme
and other intergovernmental organizations and bearing in mind that, where
appropriate, sessions of the Conference should be held back-to-back with
meetings of the governing bodies of relevant intergovernmental
organizations in order to enhance synergies and cost-effectiveness and to
promote the Strategic Approach's multi-sectoral nature;
6.
Calls on Governments to designate national Strategic Approach focal
points and to communicate the details of the focal points to the Strategic
Approach secretariat referred to in paragraphs 11 and 12, below, as soon
as possible;
7.
Calls on non-governmental participants to designate Strategic
Approach focal points and communicate the details of the focal points to
108
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the Strategic Approach secretariat referred to in paragraphs 11 and 12,
below, as soon as possible;
8.
Recommends that intersessional work be promoted through, among
other things, the holding of regional meetings, the designation of regional
Strategic Approach focal points and the communication of the details of
those focal points to the Strategic Approach secretariat referred to in
paragraphs 11 and 12, below, as soon as possible;
9.
Encourages Governments and regional economic integration
organizations with more advanced programmes to provide financial and
technical assistance, including training, to other Governments, in particular
those of least developed countries and small island developing States,
through appropriate action at the national or regional level, in developing
their infrastructure and capacity to meet the objectives set forth in the
Strategic Approach;
10. Encourages Governments to give appropriate priority to chemicals
management issues in their national sustainable development strategies
and poverty reduction strategy papers;
11. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment
Programme to establish and assume overall administrative responsibility
for the Strategic Approach secretariat and to co-locate it with the chemicals
and wastes cluster of the United Nations Environment Programme in
Geneva;

13. Welcomes the offer of the United Nations Environment Programme to
provide a Professional staff member of the Strategic Approach secretariat
at the P-5 level and a potential offer from the World Health Organization to
provide a Professional staff member of the Strategic Approach secretariat
at the P-4 level, subject to approval by the World Health Assembly, from
regular programme resources as contributions to the staffing foreseen in
table 2;
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RESOLUTIONS

12. Invites the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment
Programme and the Director General of the World Health Organization to
provide appropriate staff and other resources in accordance with the
indicative budget and staffing provisions in tables 1 (staff) and 2 (budget) of
the present resolution within available resources to enable their
organizations to take lead roles in the secretariat in their respective areas
of expertise in relation to the Strategic Approach and invites all
Governments, other intergovernmental organizations and nongovernmental organizations, including the private sector, to provide
voluntary extrabudgetary resources in support of the secretariat in the
fulfilment of its functions;

14. Invites the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment
Programme, in cooperation with the participating organizations of the InterOrganization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals and the
United Nations Development Programme, to facilitate the development of
the Quick Start Programme to be established pursuant to resolution I/4 of
the Conference to support the strengthening of capabilities and capacities
for the implementation of the Strategic Approach and promote the full and
effective participation of developing countries and countries with
economies in transition in the further work of the Strategic Approach;
15. Urges Governments, regional economic integration organizations,
intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations to
make contributions to the voluntary trust fund established by the United
Nations Environment Programme to support Strategic Approach
implementation activities under the Quick Start Programme.
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Table 1: Staffing table
STAFF CATEGORY AND LEVEL

B.

D-1

Number of
posts
0

P-5

1

P-4

2

P-3

1

P-2

1

Subtotal

5

General Service category

1

TOTAL (A + B)

6

Professional category

STANDARD STAFF COSTS
IN UNITED STATES
DOLLARS (REVISED) 1
A.

B.
1

2006

2007

2008

2009

Professional category
D-1 level

235,400

236,100

238,461

240,846

P-5 level

207,100

207,800

209,878

211,977

P-4 level

179,400

179,800

181,598

183,414

P-3 level

148,600

149,100

150,591

152,097

P-2 level

119,100

119,600

120,796

122,004

General Service category

97,900

99,000

99,990

100,990

United Nations Standard Salary Costs for Geneva, Version 2 (2005)

RESOLUTIONS

A.

2006
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Table 2: Strategic Approach secretariat budget
PROJECT PERSONNEL
10 COMPONENT
1100
Senior
Programme
1101 Officer P.5
Programme
Officer
1102 P.4
Programme
Officer
1103 P.4
Programme
1104 Officer P.3
Associate
Programme
1105 Officer P.2
1199 Total
Consultants
(Description of
1200 activity/service)
Consultant
1201 SAICM
1220 Unspecified (no
terms
of reference
available)
1299 Total

2006

2007

2008

2009

TOTAL
US$

207,100

207,800

209,878

211,977

836,755

179,400

179,800

181,598

183,414

724,212

179,400

179,800

181,598

183,414

724,212

148,600

149,100

150,591

152,097

600,388

119,100
833,600

119,600
836,100

120,796
844,461

122,004
852,906

481,500
3,367,067

30,000

31,500

33,000

35,000

129,500

0
30,000

0
31,500

0
33,000

0
35,000

0
129,500

Administrative support
1300 Title Grade
Secretary
1301 (SAICM) G.4/5
Conference
Services
(Executive
1321 Board)
1399 Total

97,900

99,000

99,990

100,990

397,880

0
97,900

0
99,000

0
99,990

0
100,990

0
397,880

Travel on official
1600 business
1601 Staff travel
1699 Total
1999 Component Total

35,000
35,000
996,500

36,750
36,750
1,003,350

38,588
38,588
1,016,039

40,517
40,517
1,029,412

150,854
150,854
4,045,301

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

SUB CONTRACT
20 COMPONENT
Sub-contracts
(MOUs/LAs for
2100 cooperating agencies)
2101
2199
Sub-contracts
(MOUs/LAs for
supporting
2200 organizations)
2201
2299 Total
2999 Component total
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30 TRAINING COMPONENT
Meetings/conferences
3300 (Title)
Executive Board
3301 (8 or 12)
3320 Unspecified
3399 Total
3999 Component total

2006

2007

2008

2009

TOTAL
US$

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

Expendable equipment
(items under $1,500
4100 each)
4101 Office supplies
Computer
4102 software
4120 Unspecified
4199 Total

1,000

1,000

1,000

1,000

4,000

5,000
0
6,000

5,000
0
6,000

5,000
0
6,000

5,000
0
6,000

20,000
0
24,000

Non-expendable
equipment (see items
listed on budget
4200 worksheet)
Computer
4201 hardware
4220 Unspecified
4299 Total

8,000
5,000
13,000

5,000
0
5,000

0
5,000
5,000

8,000
0
8,000

21,000
10,000
31,000

12,600
12,600
23,600

13,250
13,250
24,250

14,000
14,000
28,000

51,850
51,850
106,850

2,100
0
2,100

2,205
0
2,205

2,315
0
2,315

8,620
0
8,620

4300 Premises (rent)
Office rental and
4301 premises
12,000
4399 Total
12,000
4999 Component total
31,000
MISCELLANEOUS
50 COMPONENT
5200 Reporting costs
Printing and
5201 translation
5220 Unspecified
5299 Total

2,000
0
2,000

5300 Sundry
5301 Communications
(telex,
telephone, fax,
10,000
internet)
Postage and
5302 pouch charges
0
5399 Total
10,000

10,500

11,025

11,576

43,101

0
10,500

0
11,025

0
11,576

0
43,101

Hospitality and
5400 entertainment
Hospitality
5401 reception
5499 Total
5999 Component total

0
0
12,600

0
0
13,230

0
0
13,891

0
0
51,721

0
0
12,000
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EQUIPMENT AND PREMISES
40 COMPONENT

TOTAL TO SUB-ALLOT TO
THE UNITED NATIONS
OFFICE AT GENEVA
60

6131 Administrative
support
Total UNEP
6999 participation costs

99 GRAND TOTAL
PREVIOUS BUDGET
SCHEDULE
INCREASE/DECREASE

2006

2007

2008

2009

TOTAL
US$

1,039,500

1,039,550

1,053,519

1,071,304

4,203,873

134,875

134,869

136,671

138,969

546,503

134,875

134,869

136,671

138,969

546,503

1,172,375

1,172,319

1,187,984

1,207,957

4,750,376

0

0

0

0

0
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I/2. Tribute to the Government of the United Arab Emirates
The Conference,
Having met in Dubai from 4 to 6 February 2006 at the gracious invitation of
the Government of the United Arab Emirates,
Convinced that the efforts made by the Government of the United Arab
Emirates and by the authorities of the Emirate and city of Dubai in
providing facilities, premises and other resources contributed significantly
to the smooth and successful conduct of the proceedings,
Deeply appreciative of the courtesy and hospitality extended by the
Government of the United Arab Emirates and the Emirate and city of Dubai
to the members of the delegations, observers and the secretariat of the
United Nations Environment Programme attending the Conference,
Expresses its sincere gratitude to the Government of the United Arab
Emirates, to the Zayed International Prize for the Environment and to the
authorities of the Emirate and city of Dubai and, through them, to the
people of United Arab Emirates, for the cordial welcome which they
accorded to the Conference and to those associated with its work and for
their contribution to the success of the Conference.

I/3. Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety
The Conference,

1.

Invites the Forum to continue its important role in providing an open,
transparent and inclusive forum for discussing issues of common
interest and also new and emerging issues, and to continue to
contribute through this to the implementation of the Strategic
Approach to International Chemicals Management and the work of
other chemicals-related international organizations and institutions;

2.

Requests the Strategic Approach secretariat to establish and maintain
a working relationship with the Forum in order to draw upon its
expertise.
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Recognizing the unique, multifaceted and significant role which the
Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety has played in the area of
sound chemicals management at the international, regional and national
levels,

I/4. Quick Start Programme
The Conference,
Having incorporated financial considerations within the text of the
Overarching Policy Strategy of the Strategic Approach to International
Chemicals Management, including a Quick Start Programme supporting
initial capacity-building activities for the implementation of Strategic
Approach objectives,
1.

Welcomes the prompt launching of the implementation of the
Strategic Approach;

2.

Decides to establish a Quick Start Programme for the implementation
of Strategic Approach objectives building upon the outcomes of the
International Conference on Chemicals Management and the Bali
Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building;

3.

Also decides that the objective of the Quick Start Programme is to
support initial enabling capacity-building and implementation activities
in developing countries, least developed countries, small island
developing States and countries with economies in transition;

4.

Calls for the Quick Start Programme to include a United Nations
Environment Programme trust fund and multilateral, bilateral and
other forms of cooperation;

5.

Invites Governments in a position to do so, regional economic
integration organizations, intergovernmental organizations, the private
sector, including industry, foundations, non-governmental
organizations and other stakeholders, to contribute to the
Programme;

6.

Adopts the strategic priorities and institutional arrangements for the
Quick Start Programme as set out in appendix I to the present
resolution;

7.

Invites the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment
Programme to establish a voluntary, time-limited Quick Start
Programme Trust Fund to provide seed-money to support the
objectives of the Programme in accordance with the terms of
reference set out in appendix II to the present resolution;

8.

Also invites Governments in a position to do so, regional economic
integration organizations, the private sector including industry,
foundations and non-governmental organizations and other
stakeholders, to contribute to the Quick Start Programme Trust Fund;
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9.

Invites the representatives of participating organizations of the
Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of
Chemicals and the United Nations Development Programme to form
a Trust Fund Implementation Committee for projects financed by the
Quick Start Programme Trust Fund;

10.

Decides to establish the Quick Start Programme Executive Board,
consisting of two government representatives of each of the United
Nations regions and all the bilateral and multilateral donors and other
contributors to the Programme;

11.

Requests the Strategic Approach secretariat to facilitate meetings of
the Trust Fund Implementation Committee and the Quick Start
Programme Executive Board;

12.

Decides that, at each session of the International Conference on
Chemicals Management, two national Government representatives of
each United Nations region will be appointed to the Quick Start
Programme Executive Board for the intersessional period;

13.

Welcomes the contributions to the Programme already offered by
Belgium, Norway, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

APPENDIX I
Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management: strategic
priorities and institutional arrangements for the Quick Start Programme
A.

Objective
1.
Building upon the outcomes of the International Conference on
Chemicals Management and the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology
Support and Capacity-building, the objective of the Quick Start Programme
is to support activities to enable initial capacity-building and implementation
in developing countries, least developed countries, small island developing
States and countries with economies in transition consistent with their
national priorities for the implementation of the Strategic Approach
objectives as set out in section IV of the Overarching Policy Strategy.
Overall approach
2.
The Quick Start Programme for the Strategic Approach will take fully
into account the characteristics of the Strategic Approach process and its
institutional arrangements. It will build upon the Bali Strategic Plan for
Technology Support and Capacity-building and facilitate environmentally
sound chemicals management. The Programme should help to identify and
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B.

pave the way for activities that can be assisted by the private sector,
including industry, and other non-governmental organizations and through
bilateral and multilateral cooperation, for example technical assistance and
the sharing of knowledge and experience. The programme will seek to
enhance synergies with processes initiated under relevant chemicals and
wastes multilateral environmental agreements. While aimed primarily at the
country level, the Programme should allow for, and encourage, regional
and global approaches.
C.

Strategic priorities for the Quick Start Programme
3.
The Quick Start Programme should mobilize resources for national
priority initial enabling activities in keeping with the work areas set out in
the strategic objectives of section IV of the Overarching Policy Strategy, in
particular:
a.

Development or updating of national chemical profiles and the
identification of capacity needs for sound chemicals
management;

b.

Development and strengthening of national chemicals
management institutions, plans, programmes and activities to
implement the Strategic Approach, building upon work
conducted to implement international chemicals-related
agreements and initiatives;

c.

Undertaking analysis, interagency coordination, and public
participation activities directed at enabling the implementation of
the Strategic Approach by integrating-i.e., mainstreaming-the
sound management of chemicals in national strategies, and
thereby informing development assistance cooperation
priorities.

4.
Further operational guidance on these strategic priorities will be
provided by the Executive Board as required.
D.

Financial resources to support the Programme's activities
5.
The Programme will invite bilateral and multilateral public and private
cooperation and national government financing. It will benefit from a
voluntary, time-limited Quick Start Programme Trust Fund administered by
the United Nations Environment Programme.

E.

Programme implementation
6.
Activities financed through bilateral and multilateral cooperation will
be implemented in accordance with the arrangements made by participants
in that cooperation.
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7.
Activities financed by the Quick Start Programme Trust Fund will be
implemented in accordance with the project management arrangements
approved by the Trust Fund Implementation Committee.
F.

Governance and reporting
8.
The Executive Board will have two co-chairs, one from the regional
representatives and one from the donors, elected annually, and will
develop and adopt its rules of procedure and will be supported by the
Strategic Approach secretariat. The Executive Board will take its decisions
by consensus, pending the adoption of its rules of procedure.
9.
The Executive Board will meet annually, back to back with another
relevant meeting, to review progress under the Programme on the basis of
reports from the Trust Fund Implementation Committee and Programme
participants, as well as other relevant information provided to them on
implementation of the programme.
10. Reports presented to the Executive Board will be made publicly
available by the Strategic Approach secretariat.
11. The Executive Board will provide operational guidance on the
implementation of the strategic priorities of the Quick Start Programme and
advise on other relevant matters as required.
12. The Executive Board will report to the International Conference on
Chemicals Management at its second and third sessions on the
implementation of the Quick Start Programme.

APPENDIX II
Terms of reference for the Quick Start Programme Trust Fund of the
Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management
Administering organization
1.
The Executive Director of the United Nations Environment
Programme is invited to establish and manage the Quick Start Programme
Trust Fund of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals
Management. The Strategic Approach secretariat will provide
administrative support to the Quick Start Programme Trust Fund. This
Trust Fund shall be separate from the existing Trust Fund used for the
expenses of the Strategic Approach secretariat and the inter-governmental
process.
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A.

B.

Objective
2.
The Quick Start Programme Trust Fund will provide seed money to
support the objective and strategic priorities of the Programme.

C.

Time limit
3.
The Quick Start Programme Trust Fund will be open to receive
voluntary contributions for five years from the date it is established by the
Executive Director. Funds may be disbursed for a maximum of seven years
from that date.

D.

Sources of financing
4.
Contributions shall be encouraged from Governments, regional
economic integration organizations, the private sector, including industry,
foundations, other non-governmental organizations and other stakeholders.

E.

Eligibility rules
5.
Developing countries and countries with economies in transition will
be eligible for support. Approval of projects meeting the objectives outlined
in section IV of the Overarching Policy Strategy will take into account
geographic and sectoral balance considerations and pay particular
attention to urgent needs and the requirements of least developed
countries and small island developing States.
6.
Project proposals may be presented by Strategic Approach
participating Governments that have endorsed or given other appropriate
formal recognition of and support for the Strategic Approach, through the
relevant Governments. Project proposals must contain full justification for
the amount sought.
7.
On an exceptional basis and having regard to the resources and
administrative capacity available, representatives of civil society networks
participating in the Strategic Approach shall also be eligible to present
project proposals, subject to endorsement by the countries hosting the
projects.
8.
Quick Start Programme Trust Fund allocations should be limited to
$50,000-$250,000 per project proposal, including administration fees not to
exceed 13 per cent of a project s value.

F.

Project assessment and approval
9.
The participating organizations of the Inter-Organization Programme
for the Sound Management of Chemicals and the United Nations
Development Programme may provide technical assistance in the
development of project proposals, upon request by project proponents.
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10. Project proposals will be country-driven and will be submitted to the
Strategic Approach secretariat and screened for completeness and
eligibility.
11. Screened projects will be submitted by the Strategic Approach
secretariat to the Trust Fund Implementation Committee for appraisal and
approval.
12. Independent monitoring and evaluation and reporting on project
implementation to the Trust Fund Implementation Committee will be the
responsibility of project proponents.
G.

Guidance by the Executive Board
13. The regional representatives and those donors of the Executive
Board who have contributed to the Trust Fund will meet during the annual
meeting of the Executive Board to consider the operation of the Quick Start
Programme Trust Fund. They will review reports from the Trust Fund
Implementation Committee on project execution and from the Executive
Director of UNEP on the financial resources and administration of the
Quick Start Programme Trust Fund and provide guidance and take
decisions thereon.
14. The Executive Board will report to the International Conference on
Chemicals Management at its second and third sessions on the operations
of the Trust Fund.

H.

Accounts and audit
15. The accounts and financial management of the Quick Start
Programme Trust Fund shall be subject to the internal and external audit
process of the United Nations. Accounts for the Trust Fund shall be
presented to the Executive Board as soon as possible after the financial
period is closed and shall also be considered by the International
Conference on Chemicals Management.
QQQQQQQQQQQQQ
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About the UNEP Division of Technology,
Industry and Economics
The UNEP Division of Technology, Industry and Economics (DTIE)
helps governments, local authorities and decision-makers in
business and industry to develop and implement policies and
practices focusing on sustainable development.
The Division works to promote:
> sustainable consumption and production,
> the efficient use of renewable energy,
> adequate management of chemicals,
> the integration of environmental costs in development policies.

The Office of the Director, located in Paris, coordinates activities
through:
>

>

>
>
>

>

The International Environmental Technology Centre - IETC (Osaka, Shiga),
which implements integrated waste, water and disaster management programmes,
focusing in particular on Asia.
Production and Consumption (Paris), which promotes sustainable consumption
and production patterns as a contribution to human development through global
markets.
Chemicals (Geneva), which catalyzes global actions to bring about the sound
management of chemicals and the improvement of chemical safety worldwide.
Energy (Paris), which fosters energy and transport policies for sustainable
development and encourages investment in renewable energy and energy efficiency.
OzonAction (Paris), which supports the phase-out of ozone depleting substances
in developing countries and countries with economies in transition to ensure
implementation of the Montreal Protocol.
Economics and Trade (Geneva), which helps countries to integrate environmental
considerations into economic and trade policies, and works with the finance sector to
incorporate sustainable development policies.

UNEP DTIE activities focus on raising awareness,
improving the transfer of knowledge and information,
fostering technological cooperation and partnerships,
and implementing international conventions and
agreements.

For more information,
see www.unep.fr

The Strategic Approach to
International Chemicals
Management (SAICM)
is a policy framework
for international action
on chemical hazards. It
supports achievement of a
central goal agreed at the
2002 Johannesburg World
Summit on Sustainable
Development: to ensure
that by 2020 chemicals
are produced and used
in ways that minimize
significant adverse impacts
on the environment and
human health. The first
session of the International
Conference on Chemicals
Management (ICCM) in
February 2006 adopted
the Dubai Declaration on
International Chemicals
Management and the
Overarching Policy
Strategy. The Conference
also recommended the use
and further development
of the Global Plan of
Action as a working tool
and guidance document.
The present publication
sets out these three texts
together with the four
resolutions adopted by the
ICCM at its first session.

For more information, contact:
SAICM Secretariat
UNEP DTIE
Chemicals Branch
11-13 chemin des Anémones
CH-1219 Châtelaine, Geneva
Switzerland
Tel.: +41 (0) 22 917 12 34
Fax: +41 (0) 22 797 34 60
E-mail: saicm@chemicals.unep.ch
Web: www.saicm.org
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