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Office (William Waldegrave), dated 19 July 1990,
cited in D3.160, emphasis added]

Evidence from UN inspections of Iraq should also
prove that MC [Matrix Churchill] did produce
components for K1000 ... At first [SIS] experts
could not make sense of the K1000 drawings. ... It
was only further specialist analysis, less than a
month before the second Gulf War, that proved
that under the K1000 Project, MC had helped
engineer parts for Iraq’s nuclear centrifuge plant.
[written evidence of Mr T, undated, cited in D5.61,
emphasis in original]

Conventional weapons procurement
The attention focused on the Iragi procurement
programme for nuclear weapons detracted from the
intelligence services’ monitoring of the procurement of
conventional weapons capabilities. However, much
was known about acquisitions, for example, the work
at the Nassr General Establishment, which was being
supplied with machine tools from Matrix Churchill:
Projected annual production targets for the Nassr
factory were specified in the [intelligence] Report
[of 30 November 1987}, namely 10,000 122mm
missiles, 150,000 130mm shells, 100,000 mortar
shells (60, 80 and 120mm) and 130,000
fin-stabilised 155mm shells. [D2.266]

A DIS minute for internal circulation dated 23
December 1988 referred to Nassr as:
mentioned in the Box 850 [SIS] report and ...
quoted as being capable of of producing 500,000
artillery rounds of assorted calibres annually.
[D5.25(ii)]

The provision of munitions-manufacturing equipment to
Iraq is at the root of one of the most controversial
issues. The Government has stated that the Scott
Report clears them of any allegation that arms were
supplied to Iraq while critics state that the scale of
assistance to the Iragi manufacturing base by British
companies with the knowledge of the Government is
the moral equivalent of exporting the arms themselves.

Ministerial accountability

Sir Richard Scott states:
In the circumstances, the Government statements
made in 1989 and 1990 about policy on defence
exports to lraq consistently failed, in my opinion, to
comply with the standard set by paragraph 27 of
the Questions of Procedure for Ministers and, more
important, failed to discharge the obligations
imposed by the constitutional principle of
Ministerial accountability. [D4.63]

The inquiry also investigated the quality of evidence

that the government allowed to be presented to

inquiries by Select Committees of Parliament:
The refusal [by Ministers] to facilitate the giving of
evidence to TISC [the Commons Trade and Industry
Select Committee] by Mr Harding and Mr Primrose
[retired civil servants] may be regarded as a failure
to comply fully with the obligations of
accountability owed to Parliament. [F4.66]

Was Parliament misled?

Sir Richard Scott states:
The answers to PQs [Parliamentary Questions], in
both Houses of Parliament, failed to inform
Parliament of the current state of Government
policy on non-lethal arms sales to Iraq. This failure
was deliberate and was an inevitable result of the
agreement between the three junior Ministers that
no publicity would be given to the descision to
adopt a liberal, or relaxed, policy, or interpretation

of the Guidelines, originally towards both Iran and
Iraq and, later, towards Iraq alone. ... | have come
to the conclusion that the overriding and
determinative reason was a fear of strong public
opposition to the loosening of the restrictions on
the supply of defence equipment to Irag and a
consequential fear that the pressure of the
opposition might be detrimental to British trading
interests. [D4.42]

However, Sir Richard also states: ‘| accept also that ...
the junior Ministers believed they were avoiding a
formal change to the 1985 Guidelines’ [D3.125]

The allegations went wider than whether answers to

Parliamentary Questions were misleading and included

letters written by Ministers to Members of Parliament:
Taken overall the terms of Mr Waldegrave's letter
to Mr Sackville [an MP] and his other letters in like
terms were in my opinion apt to mislead the readers
as to the nature of the policy on export sales to
Iraq that were currently being pursued by the
Government. Mr Waldegrave was in a position to
know that was so although | accept that he did not
intend his letters to be misleading and did not so
regard them [D4.12]

VERTIC News

VERTIC birthday celebrations

VERTIC is 10 years old this May and to mark the
occasion we are holding a one-day conference
“Building Trust Through Verification” in London on 3rd
May.

Speakers include: Andrei Kozyrev, former Foreign
Minister of the Russian Federation; Ambassador Istvan
Gyarmati of the Hungarian Foreign Office; Ambassador
John Maresca, President of the Open Media Research
Institute in Prague; Professor José Goldemberg, former
Minister of Science and of the Environment for Brazil;
and Sara Parkin, Co-secretary of the European Greens.

The conference will be held at the Royal United
Services Institute, Whitehall and will start at 10 a.m.
Numbers are limited and so those wishing to attend
should contact the VERTIC office as soon as possible.
Those of you who can not make it but wish to
participate in some way could send us birthday
greetings which we shall display at the conference.

Verification 1996

The proofs of Verification 1996, the latest of VERTIC's
yearbook series, has now been delivered to
co-publishers Westview Press. The book will be

.available from May.

For further information contact the VERTIC office or:
Westview Press inc.
5500 Central Avenue,
Bouider, Colorado 80301
United States of America
Tel: +1 303 444 3541
Fax: +1 303 449 3356

IT Donation

VERTIC thanks KPMG, one of the UK's largest
professional services firms, for their generous donation
of two much needed Apple Macintosh computers and
a laser printer which are now giving sterling service in
our London office.

As an organization with concerns for the environment,
we should like to encourage other companies to follow
KPMG's excellent example of recycling IT hardware.






