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be criticism about the machinery of government. One
area that is expected to be subject to some scrutiny is
the subject of export controls.

UK export controls

The current legislation dealing with this subject was
hastily written and received about 20 minutes
attention in the House of Commons and about 10
minutes in the House of Lords. It went through all
stages, including Royal Assent, in the course of one
day. This haste was understandable as that day was
1 September 1939 — the eve of the Second World
War.

The Act has very broad powers that allows the
Government to prohibit the import or export of
anything it deems to be in the national interest to
prevent, without right of appeal. The secondary
legislation that it creates — the Export of Goods
{Control) Orders — to control exports are not subject
to any Parliamentary scrutiny, nor would they be easily
subject to judicial review, although this has not yet
been tested in the courts.

Cynics who might assume that this legislation — the
Import, Export and Customs Powers (Defence) Act
1939 — has remained on the statute books for nearly
60 years unamended would be wrong. In December
1990 a two-clause Act was passed — the Import and
Export Control Act 1990 — which repealed the
following clause from the 1939 Act:
This Act shall continue in force until such date as
His Majesty may by Order in Council declare to be
the date on which the emergency that was the
occasion of the passing of this Act came to an end,
and shall then expire except as respects things
previously done or omitted to be done.

It appears that the Scott Inquiry has taken an interest
in this, with the view that while the powers contained
in the 1939 Act might be acceptable in wartime, their
use in peacetime should, perhaps, be reviewed.

The Ordtec case

During November 1995, the Court of Appeal quashed
the convictions of four British businessmen connected
with the company Ordnance Technologies — ‘Ordtec’
— who had been convicted on charges of illegal arms
trade with Irag.

The businessmen’s defence had echos of that of the
Matrix Churchill case (which was the cause of the
Scott Inquiry) in that they claimed that the Government
had known all along of the exports and that this fact
had been concealed through the use of Public Interest
Immunity (PIl) Certificates. The appeal was granted
after the judge overturned the PIl Certificates and
declared the convictions ‘unsafe and unsatisfactory’.

Paul Grecian, one of the four men involved, went on
holiday to South Africa in December and was promptly
arrested on an international arrest warrant issued by
the United States. He is now being held in South
Africa, pending extradition to the United States on
charges similar to those of which he was acquitted in
the UK and which relate, it is claimed, to the same
transactions.

The South African magistrate, in front of whom
Grecian has appeared, has refused bail on the grounds
that ‘it is extremely easy to obtain another passport,
especially in view of his connections with MI5.’

Inhumane Weapons
The Review Conference of the Inhumane Weapons
Convention is reconvening in Geneva from 15 to 19

January, with a further session from 22 April to 3
May. The focus of the session will be Protocol Il of
the Convention on the use of land-mines, which also
covers the use of booby-traps and other devices.

Recent moves on the subject of anti-personnel mines
include:
Canada — Foreign Affairs Minister Andre Ouellet
said on 10 November that anti-personnel mines
‘should be banned not only in Canada but
everywhere in the world’.

New Zealand — Foreign Minister Don McKinnon
said on 15 October that his government ‘would like
to see an international consensus eliminating
antipersonnel landmines immediately’.

South Africa — on 28 November the Foreign
Affairs Committee of the National Assembly
recommended the inclusion in national law of a ban
on production, use and transfer of anti-personnel
mines.

As of 1 January 1996, the following states are parties
to the Convention: Australia, Austria, Belarus, Belgium,
Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada,
China, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Ecuador, Finland, France, Germany, Greece,
Guatemala, Hungary, India, Ireland, Israel, ltaly, Japan,
Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Latvia,
Liechtenstein, Malta, Mexico, Mongolia, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Niger, Norway, Pakistan, Poland,
Russian Federation, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, Tunisia, Ukraine, United
Kingdom, United States, Uruguay and Yugoslavia.

In addition, Argentina, Brazil, Jordan, Romania, South
Africa, Togo and Uganda have either ratified or
acceded to the Convention. They will become parties
six months after the date on which they deposited
their instrument of ratification or accession, according
to provisions in the Convention.

VERTIC News

Welcome to Dan

Dan Cousins has joined VERTIC from the beginning of
this year. He will be working on the Transcaucasus
Media Project and will be based in Thilisi.

Dan graduated from University College London in 1995
with a degree in Law and French Law.

VERTIC on the World Wide Web

VERTIC is currently preparing material that will be
accessible via the World Wide Web. (For those not
familiar with it, the World Wide Web is a user-friendly
means of presenting and transferring information over
the internet.)

The URL for the VERTIC web pages is:
http://www.gn.apc.org/vertic/

The pages are under development and any comments,

criticisms or suggestions will be gratefully received.

Verification 1996

Work on the next in VERTIC's series of yearbooks,
Verification 1996: Arms Control Peacekeeping and the
Environment is now far advanced with publication
expected in April.

At the time of writing chapters are still being received,
so a full contents list cannot yet be produced.

The arms control section of the book will have a focus
on nuclear issues, looking not only at the NPT
Conference, but also non-proliferation and regional
arrangements, new |AEA safeguards and CTBT









