


accepted that there should be no exemption in the
draft treaty for tests in exceptional circumstances.

There has also been a statement that:
The Government believe that it should be possible
to conclude negotiations on [a CTBT] by the end of
1996 and will continue to work actively for that
end.

US testing issues

Hard on the heels of the French announcement came
reports that the US was considering the resumption of
testing. These reports were sparked by comments
made by US Secretary of Defense, William Perry over
the weekend of 17-18 June which were interpreted by
some to to indicate that the US was considering a
testing threshold in the order of hundreds of tons or
even that the US may wish to resume testing before
the completion of a CTB.

In response to these comments, the New Zealand
Foreign Minister Don McKinnon called in the US
ambassador, Josiah Beeman, for a meeting to clarify
the situation.

Following the meeting Ambassador Beeman made the

following statement:
| think it’s important to assure the people of New
Zealand who are concerned in light of the French
tests and the Chinese tests ... that the United
States is not considering a resumption of nuclear
testing. ... The United States is observing a
moratorium on nuclear testing, and we will
continue to observe that moratorium.

On the comments by Perry, Beeman said:
He is one of many of the President’s advisers. He
might put forward a point of view that may
represent the Defense Department, or a portion of
voices in the Defense Department, but the
President will make the decision as to whether the
United States resumes nuclear testing ... The White
House has reaffirmed that the President will hold
the line and we are not considering a resumption of
nuclear testing.

Hydronuclear experiments

The editor has received a note from a reader following
the piece on hydronuclear experiments (HNEs) that
appeared in the March edition (no. 55) of Trust &
Verify.

The attempt in the article to produce a definition for an
HNE relating to the quantity of conventional explosives
used is flawed as early nuclear devices used many
thousands of pounds of these.

African NWFZ progress

The draft of the African nuclear-weapon-free zone
treaty was approved by the summit meeting of the
Organization of African Unity on 26-28 June.

It is hoped that the treaty will be presented for
endorsement by the UN General Assembly later this
year.

Control of Anti-Personnel Mines

The debate about measures to be taken to control
anti-personnel mines (APMs) continues. The issue has
now been discussed at Ministerial level at the Foreign
Affairs Council of the EU, While FAC meetings are
held in confidence, it is known that the subject of
APMs was raised at the Ministerial meeting of 10 April,
at which a proposal for joint action was discussed.

Notes on terminology

Some confusion exists following the adoption of a
variety of terms by different states to describe the
same things.

Anti-personnel mines (APMs)/anti-personnel landmines
(APLs) appear to be used interchangeably, the former
by the UK, the latter by the US and Canada, for
example. Some distinction is sometimes made
between anti-personnel elements of cluster bombs and
other APMs as the former are air delivered, and so to
some minds are not ‘land mines’, aithough their effects
are similar.

Inhumane Weapons Convention (IWC)/United Nations
Weaponry Convention (UNWC)/Convention on
Conventional Weapons (CCW) are all shorthand for the
‘Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on Certain
Conventional Weapons Which May be Deemed to be
Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects’;
the text of which was agreed in 1980, and opened for
signature in 1981. The Convention includes controls
on anti-personnel mines and a Review Conference of
the Convention is to be held in September/October of
this year.

Conventional or long-lived mines are those without
self-neutralising or self-destructing mechanisms. To
some in the field the use of such terminology is seen
as a diversion as these mechanisms can never be
100% reliable. While there is no official figure for
current failure rates available, claims that the rate can
be as high as 10 per cent. abound. The British
Government has stated that it wishes to see a
standard set for failure rates in self-destruct
mechanisms at no more than one in a thousand,
although it is not clear how easily this would be
achieved.

Landmine Control Programme

On 29-30 June, 31 countries met in Budapest to
consider proposals for a ‘Landmine Control
Programme’. Such a programme would be
complimentary to any measures agreed at the
Inhumane Weapons Convention Review Conference.

The programme has its genesis in proposals by the US
for stronger export control measures to cover
anti-personnel mines and UK proposals for a voluntary
code of conduct.

Arguments in favour of such a programme include: that
some control measures will be beyond the scope of the
1981 Convention; and that it is better to get progress
on a voluntary measure than have nothing at all.

Arguments against such a programme include: that
voluntary measures are often only taken up by those
states least likely to breach them; and that a legally-
binding measure allows scope for checking compliance.

The meeting was held behind closed doors.

12 point plan
The meeting considered a proposal for a 12 point plan
put forward by the UK and the US.

The text of the proposal is as follows (all text in
brackets is in the original):

1. Declare annually a/f APL production, inventory and
destruction, including percentage of /ong-lived APL
(As defined at the Convention on Conventional
Weapons (CCW) Review Conference) for each
category.

2. Cease production/further stockpiling/transfer of APL
prohibited by CCW. (Projected to be defined at
Review Conference as (a) non-detectable APL; (b)






For over a year now VERTIC has been emphasising the
importance of developing civilian confidence-building
measures as a second pillar of the confidence-building
mechanism in order to deal with the new realities of
the post cold war period. Addressing the Budapest
Review Meeting of the OSCE on 10 November 1994
the VERTIC delegate called on the OSCE ‘to develop a
series of civilian confidence-building measures that can
be useful to diffuse tensions between communities
within states, as well as between states’. In April
1995, during the Office of Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights (ODIHR) seminar on civil society in
Warsaw, Dennis Sammut, Co-ordinator of VERTIC's
Conflict and Confidence Building Programme presented
a paper entitled ‘Civilian Confidence-Building Measures:
a second pillar of the confidence-building mechanism’
outlining some preliminary thoughts on this issue.
VERTIC is continuing work on this important subject,
making ample use of our case study projects in
Georgia, Romania and Egypt and further publications
are planned for later on this year.

VERTIC’s Georgia Projects in full swing
VERTIC's work in Georgia is now in full swing.
Following the opening of the Tbilisi Office for the
Transcaucasus last March and the Conference ‘Youth
for a Democratic Georgia’ in May the action moved to
Europe in June with the visit of nine young political
leaders from different political parties and ethnic
groups to various European countries and institutions.
The visit was organised within the framework of the
Georgia Youth Project, a collaboration between VERTIC
and more than forty youth organisations in Georgia
funded by the TACIS Democracy programme of the
European Union. The group visited Brussels,
Strasbourg, Dublin and London and held meetings with
the European Parliament, the Council of Europe, the

Council of European National Youth Committees, as
well as a wide spectrum of non governmental
organisations, research institutes and conflict
resolution centres. Individual meetings were organised
for members of the delegation with their counterparts
in Western European countries.

On Tuesday 20 June, the group participated in a round
table discussion held at the London School Economics
with the theme ‘What prospects for Georgia?’ The
discussion was chaired by Dr. Margot Light of the LSE.
Over forty persons participated in the discussion
including diplomats, journalists, representatives of
NGOs and academics. A farewell reception was later
held in the Senior Common Room at the LSE.

Senior Georgian Politician in London as guest
of VERTIC

Zurab Zwania, General Secretary of the Union of
Georgia Citizens and leader of the majority (pro
Shevardnadze) faction in the Georgian Parliament
visited London for forty-eight hours at the end of June
as guest of VERTIC. The visit was part of the
preparation for the Conference on peace in the
Transcaucasus that VERTIC is hosting in Batumi in July.

During his visit to London, Mr Zwania had meetings
with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, the
Labour Party front bench spokesperson on Europe and
the General Secretary of the Socialist International. He
also visited the Royal Institute for International Affairs.

Mr Zwania expressed his appreciation for VERTIC's
work in Georgia and promised his support for VERTIC's
initiative to facilitate a dialogue between the different
parties in conflict in Georgia.

This initiative is part of the VERTIC’s Conflict and
Confidence Building Programme.
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What is VERTIC?
VERTIC is an independent organization aiming to
research and provide information on the role of
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verification technology and methods in present and
future arms control and environmental agreements.

VERTIC co-ordinates six working groups comprising 21
UK consultants and 11 overseas advisors.

VERTIC is the major source of information on
verification for scientists, policy makers and the press.

VERTIC is funded primarily by grants from foundations
and trusts and its independence is monitored by an
Oversight and Advisory Committee.

Other publications

In addition to Trust & Verify, VERTIC publishes the
Verification (formerly Verification Report) series of
yearbooks and a variety of research reports each year.
Details of VERTIC publications are available on request.
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