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•  Work areas: nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament, 
nuclear test ban issues, nuclear security, CWC, BWC, 
UNSC1540, trade controls on conventional arms and cyber 
security issues. 

•  Activities:  
–  Analysis, research and development; 
–  Facilitation, outreach and engagement; 
–  Collaboration with a wider range of stakeholders. 
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VERTIC 



•  VERTIC has been running a project on IAEA Safeguards 
since 2012, with specific focus on the Additional Protocol; 

•  We work with countries to raise awareness and build capacity 
in safeguards implementation; 
–  Main partners: Countries who are working on establishing 

or updating their laws and practices for safeguards 
implementation; 

•  We focus on knowledge- and experience-sharing: 
–  Countries can learn from each other to find the most 

suitable implementation approach; 
•  We provide assistance only on request of our partner 

countries, and free of charge. 
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VERTIC’s Safeguards Project 



•  Legislation review: 
–  Main goal: understanding how each country approaches 

the implementation of IAEA Safeguards; 

–  Review of country legislative framework; 
–  Receives comments and feedback from national regulator. 

•  Technical assistance visits:  
–  Awareness-raising and provision of information on 

Safeguards implementation; 
–  Aimed at a range of national stakeholders;  
–  Can also support internal outreach; 

•  Other activities and services. 
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Assistance activities 



Relational database used to archive and research information on 
countries’ implementation of Safeguards; 
•  Key goal: facilitate experience-sharing by providing a single, 

comprehensive repository of knowledge. 
•  Current status: final prototype; 

–  Core functions have been implemented; 
–  Graphic User Interface – first basic draft; 
–  Populated with information on a sample of countries; 

•  We aim to have a discussion and understand what countries 
need: please think about questions and about how this tool 
could help you. 
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VERTIC Safeguards Database 



‘Homepage’ of Database user interface. 
•  Contains key information on the country’s:  

–  Safeguards status for CSA, AP and SQP; 
–  Legal tradition; 
–  Geopolitical Region(s) of reference;  
–  Affiliation to treaties, NWFZs, regional organisations or 

other groups;  
–  Nuclear fuel cycle profile. 

•  This information is used to provide context to our analysis of 
Safeguards implementation, and to find countries with similar 
profiles for comparison. 
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DB: Country Profile 





Profile of country’s national regulator. 
•  Collects information on: 

–  Origin of mandate and authority; 
–  Source of funding;  
–  Type of organisational structure; 
–  Areas of authority;  
–  Powers to provide authorisations and enforce decisions. 

•  Also provides an organogram of the regulator’s organisational 
structure. 
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DB: Information on National 
Regulator 





The legislative framework survey is the core of our analysis on 
Safeguards implementation.  
•  Analysis of how specific provisions have been adopted in the 

national legislation; 
–  Provisions drawn from CSA, AP, IAEA guidance, and 

recognised best practices. 
•  Provisions are tagged with different ‘subject areas’, which 

help to identify and group them together for research: 
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DB: Legislative Framework 
Survey 

–  Import/Export; 
–  Inspections; 
–  SSAC; 

–  Reporting; 
–  National Authority; 
–  Operator Duties. 

 



•  The state will implement a system to account for and control 
nuclear materials. 

•  Nuclear activities or activities involving nuclear materials 
require authorisation and/or licenses. 

•  Operators [of nuclear facilities within the state] are required 
to accept inspections by the competent authority and co-
operate with inspectors. 

•  The state must provide the IAEA accounting and special 
reports on nuclear materials, based on accounting and 
operating records.  

•  IAEA inspectors are allowed to discharge their duties within 
the state. 
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DB: Legislative Framework Survey 
Provision Examples 



•  Has the provision been implemented in national legislation?  
•  What order of instrument has been used to implement this 

provision at the national level? (e.g. law, regulation, guides) 
•  What is the focus of the legal instrument used for 

implementation? (e.g. safeguards-specific, radiation 
protection, etc.) 

•  Does the national legislation follow IAEA model text or use 
IAEA terminology?   

•  Comment: A short analysis of the implementation approach, 
with space to quote relevant laws and to explain things in 
more detail.  
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DB: Legislative Framework Survey 
Provision Analysis 







•  300-words limit: short analysis focused on key issues. 
•  ‘General’ summaries + subject-specific ones. 
•  Can be used to capture and record information that is not 

contained in the legal framework survey:  
–  Practices; 
–  Insights from regulator on the national approach; 
–  Evolution of framework. 

•  Different access levels, depending on source and content: 
–  Public; 
–  Partners only; 
–  Internal use only. 

30 November 2015 15 

DB: Analytical summaries 





A Database is an ideal tool because it can store a large amount of 
information, which can then be searched and sorted in different 
ways.  
 

•  Every single data point can be used as a search parameter. 

•  Special reporting function for summaries and legislative 
framework survey: 
–  Countries can be selected using country profile tags; 
–  Can find all summaries/survey provisions, or focus on 

specific subject areas. 
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DB: Search and report functions 









•  Final prototype; 
•  We are constantly working on expanding our library of case 

studies.  
•  Currently available through VERTIC:  

–  Provide information to our partner countries on request; 
–  Use it during our workshops; 

•  Plans for a new phase of the project: 
–  New Graphic User Interface; 
–  Considering the possibility of having parts of the database 

publicly accessible through an internet platform; 
–  Expanding functions and use in our assistance activities. 
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Current Status of Database 



We are interested in the opinions of Safeguards practitioners:  
•  Expansion to 3S (Safety, Security, Safeguards); 
•  Issues and areas which can most benefit from knowledge- and 

experience-sharing: 
–  ex.1: independence and legal mandate of regulator; 
–  ex.2: inter-agency cooperation. 

•  Increasing focus on practice: which procedures and systems 
used for implementing Safeguards should be highlighted? 
–  e.g. we will provide additional information on licensing in 

different countries.  
•  What else? 
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Your Perspective 


