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Mr Chairman,  
Thank you for giving VERTIC the opportunity to take the floor during this standing agenda item on strengthening 
national implementation to discuss the concrete actions we take and the results States Parties have achieved on 
national implementation, particularly laws and regulations, to implement the BWC. And we warmly thank those 
States Parties who have acknowledged our excellent co-operation together. 
 
National implementation 
 
Mr Chairman, VERTIC has been working with States Parties for years on analysis of their legislation for national 
implementation of the Convention. VERTIC’s surveys include eight sections: definitions; offences and penalties; 
preparatory offences and penalties; jurisdiction; control lists; measures to account for, physically protect and secure 
dangerous biological agents and toxins; transfer controls; and enforcement. We keep careful track of the statistics 
arising out of these surveys and have presented these findings several times during plenary sessions and side events 
for the BWC.  
 
As we noted in our statement to the Meeting of Experts in August, we have prepared 142 such surveys for 
governments in all regions of the world. We now raise the following possibility if the States Parties are interested: 
the handover of our 142 surveys to the ISU, for posting on the restricted part of the ISU website. We are willing to 
share this invaluable information with you so that States Parties can share experiences and see how others have 
implemented the provisions of the Convention. Alternatively, we encourage States to consider including their survey 
as part of their CBM Form ‘E’ submission as well as in their reporting to the UN Security Council’s 1540 
Committee. 
 
Mr Chairman, though it is important for States Parties to understand where their BWC implementing legislation 
might be strengthened, it is equally important that steps be taken to strengthen it. There are various ways of doing 
this including looking at national precedents, looking to the legislation of neighbours in the region, or by taking a 
look at VERTIC’s BWC Sample Act. Our Sample Act is in nine languages and referenced in the draft EU National 
Implementation Guide, which is currently under development by several experts under the aegis of the BWC Action. 
VERTIC has discussed or used our BWC Sample Act this year alone with twenty States Parties.  
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Mr Chairman, in view of many comments this week regarding co-operation between the Chemical and Biological 
Weapons Conventions, we call on States Parties to consider working simultaneously on their CWC and BWC 
implementing legislation, thereby fulfilling the obligations of two related treaties while maximizing national 
capacities and resources. VERTIC has already carried out a number of such joint CWC-BWC drafting workshops 
and will continue to do so with interested States Parties. 
 
Mr Chairman, VERTIC is proud to be the lead for Project 8 of the EU CBRN Centres of Excellence working with 
five countries in Southeast Asia on CBRN legislation. Our project partners are the UN Office on Drugs and Crime 
and the German Export Control Agency, BAFA. We are also an expert for the BWC Action, which is being 
implemented by UNODA. Two of VERTIC’s Legal Officers were in Benin and Burkina Faso last week for those 
countries’ first workshops under the BWC Action’s extended assistance project. And I participated in a BWC Action 
mission to Ecuador in October for a legislative drafting workshop; this workshop is already leading to concrete 
results in the legislature. VERTIC has also been an active participant in the BWC Action’s regional workshops, and 
has contributed two modules to a guidance brochure on national implementation, which is under development.  
 
Universality 
 
Mr Chairman, VERTIC remains strongly committed to co-operating with States Parties, the ISU and BWC Action in 
carrying out the difficult but necessary work of getting countries to join the Convention. In view of calls for 
increased co-operation between the Biological and Chemical Weapons Conventions, we took the opportunity at the 
CWC Conference of the States Parties last week to promote the possibility of future joint workshops for the 
remaining non-States Parties to both Conventions, in co-operation with the OPCW and BWC ISU. 
 
There is now a successful precedent for such joint outreach. In April this year, VERTIC had the honour to co-
organise joint workshops in Angola with the OPCW and the British Embassy in Luanda, with the participation of the 
BWC ISU and experts from Brazil and Portugal. These workshops had the objective of advancing Angola’s 
accession to both the BWC and CWC and received the full support of Angola’s Foreign Minister. We were also 
pleased to hear statements of support during the workshops from the ambassadors of the Russian Federation, the 
United Kingdom and the United States. We are grateful to the United Kingdom for funding the BWC workshop. The 
workshops  also required extensive planning, as well as Portuguese-language presentations and documents. 
Nevertheless, when Angola joins the two Conventions, the effort will have been well worth it. I am pleased to report 
that such joint outreach to another non-State Party to both Conventions, in co-operation with the OPCW and BWC 
ISU, is now underway. 

 
Thank you Mr Chairman. 


