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Excellencies, distinguished colleagues, 
 
On behalf of all States Parties to the Biological Weapons Convention, I would like to thank 
the Government of Angola for hosting this opportunity to talk about the Convention and what 
it can offer to Angola and the region. I am sorry I cannot be with you personally, but I do 
want to convey my greetings and my sincere gratitude for the time you have set aside to 
discuss the BWC. I would also like to thank the Embassy of the United Kingdom and 
VERTIC for their important role in organising this timely event. 
 
In the course of today's programme, you will hear from a number of experts from the BWC 
Implementation Support Unit, VERTIC and a BWC State Party. They will speak in detail 
about many aspects of the BWC, its role and its implementation, and will be happy to answer 
your questions and to discuss whatever aspects are of most interest to you. But before we get 
down to details, as Chairman I would like to make three points by way of introduction: 
 
First, I would like to highlight the importance of the BWC as one of the three fundamental 
pillars of the international community's efforts against the threat posed to global security by 
weapons of mass destruction. Angola is already a member of the Nuclear Non-proliferation 
Treaty; in other words, your government has already recognised the strategic importance of 
controlling these weapons. Yesterday you discussed the similar role and importance of the 
Chemical Weapons Convention. Today we will discuss the BWC as the third pillar. 
 
Second, one of the privileges of being BWC Chairman is to see at close hand the wide variety 
of practical activity and exchange that take place under the BWC work programme and 
related implementation efforts. The BWC is not just about weapons: it is about building 
capacity to ensure that biological science and technology are used only for beneficial 
purposes. Much of the activity under the BWC is related to areas such as improving the 
capability of diagnostic laboratories, strengthening disease surveillance, building the capacity 
and expertise of law enforcement and customs agencies, and boosting training and education 
for those working in the life sciences. 
 
Third, for most countries, the obligations of the BWC are not burdensome. While there are 
obligations to enact national measures, assistance is available for this through the 
Implementation Support Unit. Coming from a small country myself, I can attest that the 
benefits of BWC membership easily outweigh the costs. And recognition of these benefits is 
growing, including in Africa: of the seven states that have joined in the past two years, four 
are in Africa (Mozambique, Burundi, Cameroon and Malawi). Membership of the BWC now 
stands at 170. 
 
I hope you find today's discussion informative and useful. I would of course be delighted to 
welcome Angola as a new State Party to the BWC at the Meeting of States Parties this 
December. But even if you are not ready yet to accede to the BWC, I would encourage you to 
participate in our meetings as an observer, to see first-hand how the Convention operates and 
what it can offer. Thank you again for your interest and for your time, and I look forward to 
further opportunities for discussion. 
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