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Madam Chair, thank you for your kind invitation to participate in this meeting. I have decided to 
focus this presentation on three discrete areas of work currently being carried out by the Charity, 
or work that we’re currently seeking funding for. 
 
Verified dismantlement of nuclear arms 
Since 2007, VERTIC has been involved in a ground-breaking project on the verified 
dismantlement of nuclear weapons. This project is sometimes known as the UK-Norway 
Initiative. It was borne out of increased interest in the matter in both Norway and in the United 
Kingdom. In particular, the Norwegian government was keen to get something going under the 
seven-nation initiative (Australia, Chile, Indonesia, Norway, Romania, South Africa and the 
United Kingdom). Our project does not form part of this initiative, but the inception can clearly 
be traced there. 
 
The United Kingdom has been studying these issues quite carefully since the adoption of the 
1998 Strategic Defence Review. It started with an 18 months project on disarmament 
verification, and the subsequent establishment of the AWE’s arms control verification 
programme. One of the first products of the UK-Norway Initiative was a peer-review paper of 
the British effort. 
 
Our research focuses completely on how to verify the dismantlement of one nuclear warhead. 
We do not concern ourselves that much with delivery vehicles and we are not looking at options 
for monitored end storage or final disposition. We focus on the dismantlement process: from the 
time the warhead is delivered at the gate of the dismantlement facility to the time when the pit is 
delivered to the storage facility. 
 
A number of assumptions have been guiding us along the way. First, that the inspection itself is a 
cooperative endeavor. The inspected state party, in this case, wants to cooperate as much as it 
can in order to prove compliance. Second, the inspection is bilateral rather than multilateral. 
However, this doesn’t mean that lessons learned cannot be applied to other inspection regimes. 
The initiative is attempting, at this stage, to supply proof of concept. It is particularly looking at 
problems relating to authentication (by developing information barrier technology) and to chain 
of custody (by developing on-site inspection methodologies). 
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The initiative will now hold an evaluation workshop on 26-30 October 2009. This workshop will 
not only assess lessons learned, but also produce a work-plan for the future. The initiative 
participants wish for the project to continue post-2010, but this is obviously something subject to 
the funders’ interest. 
 
VERTIC is keen to publish as much information as it can in respect to this process, and to 
involve other actors in its work. However, as we are only a partner in the initiative, our powers 
are limited to those of suggestion and advice. We’re not a ‘loose cannon’ within the initiative, 
and do harmonize its activities with our partners. Clearly, this area is of great relevance and 
interest to the International Atomic Energy Agency, and VERTIC stands ready to inform and 
consult with the Agency on this, within mentioned limitations. 
 
The Fissile Material (Cut-Off) Treaty 
Madam Chair, in 2008, VERTIC received funds from the Norwegian government to embark on a 
project aimed to define South Asian confidence-building measures. This project looked, at least 
in part, on the concept of fissile material control on the sub-continent. The Centre also carried 
out some limited commissioned work on verification option for a fissile material (cut-off) treaty 
for the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. There is obviously a lot more to be 
done here. Some preliminary views on the FMCT were presented to the Conference on 
Disarmament at a SIPRI seminar in May, and then again to a UNIDIR sponsored seminar just 
three weeks ago. 
 
We argued at that seminar that a full scope verification regime will yield few benefits on the 
margin. A focused approach, simply looking at carefully defined materials, compounds and 
processes should be sufficient to assure the nuclear weapon states that no militarily significant 
production of fissile material is occurring. This low-assurance verification scheme will by no 
means be foolproof, but given the object and purpose of the treaty, it may be viewed as 
sufficient. It may also reduce costs in treaty implementation. 
 
We firmly believe that the Agency is ready to contribute to the development of the verification 
regime, should it receive the task. We also believe that the IAEA has done most, if not all, the 
preparatory work already, especially in developing the physical model, which is a very useful 
tool when thinking about these issues. The charity has acquired various software solutions, in 
particular the NFCA, which is a platform portable, web-based and standalone application for 
assessing and analyzing the fuel cycles of potentially proliferant countries. 
 
We are now seeking to contribute to the work of the IAEA by engaging on a two year project 
aimed at defining state-level requirements for verification. This is a practice which charities and 
other non-governmental entities engage upon in environmental treaty design. At present, the 
project as a whole is being considered by a US-based funder, and I will be happy to provide 
more information about this after we conclude this session. It is expected that VERTIC will 
provide an organizational view on FMCT verification towards the end of this project, should it 
materialize. 
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National Implementation 
Madam Chair, VERTIC’s National Implementing Measures Project gained strength and speed a 
year ago with secure funding, additional staff, and new tools and methods for assisting States 
with national implementation of the Biological Weapons Convention. Since then, we have 
completed increasingly more surveys from all geographic regions, which are a comprehensive 
analysis of existing legislation in States for implementation of the Convention. 
 
We are now actively liaising with twenty States interested in improving their legal frameworks 
for implementation of the Convention and we have already provided direct assistance to nine 
States free-of-charge. This technical co-operation has included workshops in capitals with the 
objective of drafting legislation for implementation of the Convention, including the adoption of 
biosecurity measures; comments on draft bills, including omnibus WMD bills; and establishing 
an action plan to take the draft legislation through the national legislative process. 
 
VERTIC has also been involved in supporting the implementation of UN Security Council 
Resolution 1540. We co-organized and co-hosted a workshop with the Netherlands Institute of 
International Relations Clingendael on “Implementation of UNSC Resolution 1540 at the 
national level: promotion of best practices and policy and technical co-ordination and co-
operation” in March of this year. We were honored to have Director-General Rogelio Pfirter 
speak at our event. The report is available on Clingendael’s website. VERTIC has also 
participated in several regional seminars on the national implementation of Resolution 1540 
including events in Uzbekistan, Qatar, Vanuatu, and Sri Lanka; and we will join the 1540 
Committee’s members and experts again in Costa Rica next month. 
 
The VERTIC project has over the years been grateful to the IAEA Office of Legal Affairs for 
their advice and support for this project. The Office has participated in all notable VERTIC 
events on this matter and has shared its experience to the benefit of not only us, but also the 
BWC Implementation Support Unit, the OPCW, the CTBTO, SIPRI, the EU and the US State 
Department. We have started to receive request for assistance on ‘omnibus legislation’ and 
would want to coordinate our activities more closely with the IAEA. 
 
The VERTIC project has also benefited greatly from its warm relations with the staff of the NEA 
and the International Nuclear Law Association. We are very grateful for the opportunity to send 
our staff to be trained at the International School of Nuclear Law, and for that faculty’s strong 
belief in the staff and the objectives of our charity. 
 
In closing, I am pleased to announce that VERTIC will shortly recruit for an Arabic-speaking 
lawyer to work in our legislative assistance programme. 
 
Thank you, Madam Chair, for the floor. 
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