














































Sustaining A Verification Regime 

5. Conclusion 
By the time a NWFW is achieved, there will be far greater experience in sustaining 

complex verification systems for weapons of mass destruction, as well as in other 

security-related areas. However, even now it is possible to identify many ways that 

momentum can be sustained so that the verification regime in a nuclear-weapon 

free world can remain effective and efficient, providing the earliest possible 

warning of non-compliance and hence providing reassurance to all parties. It is 

important that the international capacity for constructing such a system be 

nurtured now in preparation for the day when complete nuclear disarmament 

becomes a political and practical reality. 
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About VERTIC 
VERTIC, the Verification Research, Training and Information Centre, was 

established in 1986 as the Verification Technology Information Centre. It is an 

independent, non-profit, non-governmental organisation. Its mission is to promote 

effective and efficient verification as a means of ensuring confidence in the 

implementation of treaties or other agreements which have international or 

national security implications. Along with verification, VERTIC also concerns 

itself with the negotiation, monitoring and implementation of such agreements and 

the establishment of confidence-building measures to bolster them. 

VERTIC aims to achieve its mission by means of: 

• research 
etrrunmg 

• dissemination of information, and 

• interaction with the relevant political, diplomatic, technical, scientific and 

non-governmental communities. 

VERTIC's 'clients' are policy-makers, the media, legislators, academics, students 

and others needing reliable information on and analysis of verification and 

monitoring issues. 

What are VERTIC's research priorities? 

While maintaining a watching brief on all aspects of verification and related issues, 

VERTIC specialises in the following three broad areas. 

Peace and Security, including verification and monitoring of international and intra­

national peace accords by means of peacekeeping operations and their 

strengthening through civilian confidence-building measures. 

VERTIC's current projects in this area include verification of the decommissioning 

of weapons in Northern Ireland and the Kosovo Verification Mission. 

A yms Control and Disarmament, including the verification of international 

conventions on nuclear non-proliferation, nuclear disarmament, nuclear testing, 

chemical and biological weapons and conventional weapons. 

VERTIC's current projects in this area are on: 

• the implementation and verification of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 

(CTBT) 

• verification of the transition to a nuclear weapon-free world ('Getting to Zero') 
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• verification of the Landmine Ban Treaty (Ottawa Convention). 

The Environment. 

VERTIC's current project in this area is on the implementation and verification of 

the Climate Change Convention and its Kyoto Protocol. 

How does VERTIC operate? 

VERTIC is based in central London, governed by a Board of Directors and advised 

by an International Verification Consultants Network. 

VERTIC is mostly funded by philanthropic trusts and foundations, currently the 

Ford Foundation, the John Merck Fund, the Ploughshares Fund, the Rockefeller 

Family Philanthropic Offices, the Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust, the John D. 

and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation and the W. Alton Jones Foundation. 

VERTIC also accepts commissions from governments and other organisations. 

What are VERTIC's activities? 

VERTIC holds its own seminars, workshops and conferences and participates in 

those organised by other organisations worldwide. 

VERTIC's staff publish widely in the general and specialist press, academic journals 

and books. 

VERTIC has ItS own publications: a newsletter, Trust & Verify; a Verification 

Yearbook; a Verification Organisations Directory; and VERTIC Research Reports and 

Briefing Papers. 

VERTIC is often the first port of call for media representatives seeking information 

on and analysis of verification issues. 

VERTIC also has an intern programme. 

VERTIC cooperates closely with United Nations bodies, other international 

organisations, universities, research centres, governments and non-governmental 

organisations. It has consultative (roster) status with the UN's Economic and Social 

Council (ECOSOC). 
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What are VERTIC's publications? 

Trust and Verify 

Published six times a year, providing analysis and news of verification 

developments and information on VERTIC's activities. Annual subscriptions for a 

paper copy are £15 (individual) or £25 (organisation). Trust & Verify can also be 

received via email on request. Each issue may be found at VERTIC's website 

shortly after publication. 

Verification Yearbook 

Beginning with 1991, each edition surveys the preceding year's developments in 

verification and related areas; identifies problems still in need of solution; and 

draws attention to under-explored possibilities. The 1997 Yearbook and copies of 

most previous editions are available from VERTIC. VERTIC is currently planning 

a Year 2000 Yearbook. 

VER TIC Research Reports and Briefing Papers 

These are published on an ad hoc basis and cover a range of verification issues. 

Verification Organisations Directory 

VERTIC annually publishes a directory of all organisations involved in verifying 

or monitoring arms control and disarmament agreements or which conduct 

research into verification and monitoring. International, regional, national and 

non-governmental organisations will be included. The inaugural 1999 edition is 
now available. 

VERTIC Personnel 

Dr Trevor Findlay, Executive Director 

Dr Oliver Meier, Arms Control & Disarmament Researcher 

Ms Clare Tenner, Environment Researcher 

Ms Angela Woodward, Administrator 

VERTIC's Board of Directors 

Dr Owen Greene (Chair) 

General Sir Hugh Beach GBE KCB DL 

Lee Chadwick MA 

John Edmonds CMG CVO 

Ms Susan Willett BS (Hons), M Phil 
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VERTIC's International Verification Consultants Network 

Mr Richard Butler, AO, Council on Foreign Relations, New York, United States 

(arms control and disarmament verification) 

Dr Roger Clark, Lecturer in Geophysics, Department of Earth Sciences, University 

of Leeds, United Kingdom (seismic verification) 

Dr Jozef Goldblat, Vice-President, Geneva International Peace Research Institute 

(GIPRI), Geneva, Switzerland (arms control and disarmament agreements) 

Dr Bhupendra Jasani, King's College, London, UK (remote monitoring) 

Dr Patricia Lewis, former Executive Director of VERTIC, currently Director, UN 

Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR), Geneva, Switzerland (arms control 

and disarmament verification) 

Mr Peter Marshall OBE, Blacknest, UK (seismic verification) 

Dr Robert Manhews, Aeronautical and Maritime Research Laboratory, Melbourne, 

Australia (chemical disarmament) 

Dr Colin McInnes, Department of International Relations, University of Wales, 

Aberystwyth, United Kingdom (Northern Ireland decommissioning) 

Dr Graeme Pearson, former Director of the Chemical Defence Establishment, 

Parton Down, currently Honorary Visiting Professor in International Security, 

Department of Peace Studies, Bradford University, United Kingdom (chemical and 

biological disarmament) 

Dr Arian Pregenzer, Director, Cooperative Monitoring Center, Sandia National 

Laboratories, Albuquerque, New Mexico, United States (co-operative monitoring). 
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